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Owing to the Coronavirus pandemic restrictions, it’s been a
rather thin year for weddings in 2020.
So, in this FREE digital edition of Real Brides, we have a
treat for our readers - a special section featuring a selection
of fabulous Top Weddings featured in Real Brides.
Find this special section on TOP WEDDINGS from page 36
onwards.
REAL BRIDES is a unique bridal/wedding magazine and

it’s FREE. Real Brides is the only national monthly bridal/
wedding magazine in South Africa and you can download it
for FREE on www.realbrides.co.za
Real Brides features bring you the love stories, advice and
ideas straight from the mouths of normal everyday brides their proposals, their planning, their dresses and all the finer
details of their big day. This is the key to the success of Real
Brides.

Want To Be Featured?
If you managed to get married recently, you too could be part of Real Brides – it’s simple. Email a sample wedding photo
and list of your suppliers to robbyn@topicpublishing.co.za so that your wedding can be considered for publication.
All weddings submitted to Real Brides WILL be acknowledged and given fair consideration.

4. CHANZELLE & DUARD DU PREEZ
8. NICOLE & DEWALD VAN DER NEST

9

12. PAULA & STUART CLARK
18. DANIELLA & BENLY ABRAHAM
22. TAMMY & THEODORE JANTJIES
28. KYLA & SVEN BRAUTESETH

18

32. LIANDI & AIDAN LOTTER

Top Weddings 2019/2020
36 ANELE & WILLEM BOTHA
38 ANELISA & SIPHOSIHLE GWADISO

www.realbrides.co.za
Visit our website!

40 KAILASH & NIEL BISSCHOFF

Find us on:

42 CHANTEL & DWIGHT MULLIGAN

@realbrides

45 Visit the Real Brides VIRTUAL EXPO

@realbrides
Facebook.com/RealBridesMagazine

On the cover:
Bride: Chanzelle Du Preez
Photo: Obsession Photography
REAL BRIDES is published independently by
Topic Publishing (Pty) Limited.

To advertise call:
Stewart on
061 490 4915

What A Year It Has Been!
Phew, what a year it has been for us all! Roll on 2021 and here’s hoping that all
players in the wedding industry manage to dust themselves off and press forward.
Do your bit and help by supporting local businesses.
We wish our readers a very happy Festive Season. Be happy and keep safe.
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CHANZELLE &
DUARD DU PREEZ
A casual message on Facebook messenger
saying “Hello, pleased to meet you” led to a
walk down the aisle!
Was your proposal a surprise?
During the day there were signs where I thought
Duard might pop the question and the big surprise
happened in front of a waterfall. He went down on
his knee but had to get up again to take the ring out
of his pocket and then sank back on his knee and
asked me: “Will you make the biggest promise of your
life to me?” I couldn’t say anything for a few seconds
and he just took my hand and, when I registered, I
couldn’t stop saying YES!

Tell us a bit about your wedding venue.
We searched around and then I saw pictures of
a glass chapel. We started searching for it and
when Bell & Blossom came up, we contacted them
immediately as they happened to be very close to
us in Montana, Pretoria. 90% of the décor needed
was included and their food was excellent. It’s an
absolutely stunning venue, like in a fairy tale with a
forest atmosphere.

Would you recommend your venue to other
couples?
Yes, absolutely, my brother and his fiancée are
getting married there in June next year.

Did you use an event planner?
No. Me, my Mom, Duard, my future sister-in-law and
my best friend all planned our special day together.

Did the pandemic interfere with your wedding
plans?
Thankfully not - our planned date was 22 November
so nothing changed. The planning was just put on
hold by the lockdown restrictions so it was quite a
rush when we were finally able to start planning.
But, my Mom was on top of everything with all the
arrangements and her contacts. She organised all
the appointments, the cake, the décor and games
and also my dress designer. I could go on and on but
then I’d need a book!
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“Bell &
Blossom is
an absolutely
stunning venue.”

Venue: Bell & Blossom, Montana, Pretoria – www.bellandblossom.co.za
Hair: My Mom - Hannelie from Salon Chanzelle
Dress: Theresa Human and bride’s mother
Make-up: Denique Lochner, Salon Chanzelle
Flowers: Melanie, Flower Genesis
Photography: Chantelle Lubbe, Obsession Photography
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Did you know what you wanted when it came to
your dress?
We knew from the beginning that my dream dress
would be custom made. My Mom suggested a client
of hers to make it. I sent her 3 pictures of what I had
in mind and on 16 June we sat down with Theresa to
see what she’d come up with. I was stunned to see
that she’d sketched the exact dress I had in mind.
On 7 September we bought the fabric, she took all
the necessary measurements and went back to the
Free State. My first fitting was 1 November, second
and final fitting the following day. Perfect fit! My Mom
and I decided that we needed the corset to have
more lace flowers so more were handstitched on and
my dream dress came alive!

Your ceremony?
We were blessed to have my father conducting the
ceremony in the lovely glass dome chapel at Bell &
Blossom.

If you could have your big day all over again, is
there anything you would do differently?
There were ups and downs but no, everything was
amazing and worked out so well, I would just ask for
the day to have been longer because it all seemed to
be over so quickly!

How many guests?
65.

No formal first dance?
We didn’t have a first dance at the reception, because
I had a special moment with my Dad showing a short
video of all the special moments we have shared
together. But, on the way to our honeymoon suite
our friends, with their cars in a circle with the lights
shining on us, played “I love you baby” while we
danced on the gravel.

Any “oh my gosh” moments?
The whole pre-reception had to move from outside to
the chapel area when the ceremony was over due to
rain! My best surprise was the gift from my parents
to spend our honeymoon night at the Hartbeespoort
Dam Lodge.

Any advice for brides-to-be?
Know that there are always people who care and who
would really like to help. We experienced so much
love and were so blessed.

Honeymoon
We spent 10 days at Margate on the Natal South
Coast.
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NICOLE & DEWALD
VAN DER NEST
An introduction at a 16th Birthday party
ultimately led to a walk down the wedding
aisle many years later.
Was your proposal a surprise?
It was a surprise. We were in Cape Town for a week
for a possible job opportunity and went on the Wine
Tram in Franschoek. Dewald proposed to me at the
Dieu Donne wine farm overlooking Franschoek. I did
not expect anything as we were both in our final years
of study - although at that stage we had already been
together for 6 years.

Did you enjoy the wedding planning process?
Due to personal circumstances, we could not have
a big wedding. We were engaged for 3 years before
we got married. One day we just decided that we
wanted to take the next step in our relationship and
we wanted to get married and that it’s not always
about having a big fancy wedding. So, we arranged
our small wedding in just one month. Dewald got
involved and did his bit, especially the day before
the wedding and on the day. We tried to plan the
wedding as cost-effectively as possible, which also
came with its own kind of stress. Luckily my cousin
is an interior decorator and he assisted us so much.

Did you find it difficult to draw up a guest list?
We would have loved to have had a big wedding
but as it was just not possible we decided on a
small, intimate family gathering with only 34 people.
Although it was difficult to tell our friends that they
wouldn’t be able to attend, we are glad that we
made the decision to get married and not wait until
we had “enough money”. We have however decided
that on our 10th wedding anniversary we will have a
“Renewal of Vows” and invite everyone who could not
be at our wedding.

You had to cover it up a bit because of the chilly
weather?
We got married on 8 July so it was Winter. Initially, I
wanted a long sleeve dress because of the weather,
but in the end I decided on a “Summer” wedding
dress with a fur shawl to keep warm.
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“We’ve decided to renew our vows on our
10th Anniversary.”

Venue: Vredenburg Manor House, Somerset West – www.vredenburgmanor.co.za
Dress: Bridal Unique, Strand
Hair: Elstiene @ Colorbox Hair Studio
Make-Up: Mia’s make-up
Catering: Two-Chefs Catering
Flowers & Décor: Mejaune Interior/Lifestyle
Photography: Thunder & Love Photography
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Small entourage?
Yes, my two sisters and stepsister were my flower girls
and my sister-in-law was my bridesmaid. Dewald’s
brother was his only groomsmen.

Unusual confetti?
White feathers, which made such beautiful photos.
The feathers were from a duck down cushion.

Vredenburg Manor House was your venue of
choice?
Initially I went to look at Vredenburg Manor House in
search of accommodation for our guests and when
I saw the place I fell in love with it. It was absolutely
perfect for the wedding we had in mind. Due to the
fact that we had only 34 guests, our Reception was
set up in the dining room of the Manor House and it
worked perfectly. The venue had a minimalistic feel to
it and just suited what we had in mind.

Did your venue meet all your expectations?
Everything at Vredenburg Manor House just worked
so well - the winter garden, the old Oak trees and the
mountains as a stunning backdrop just completed
the picture.

Colours?
As it was a winter wedding, I decided on warm
colours and my cousin did the flowers and the décor.

Your photoshoot?
The surrounds at Vredenburg Manor House are just
so lovely that our photos were shot on and around
the property.

What did you do about wedding gifts?
We requested monetary gifts.

The best advice you received as a bride-to-be?
We didn’t have the big wedding I had been dreaming
of since I was little but a family member reminded us
that it is really not necessary to have a big wedding
and that we should do what we felt right in our hearts.
To this day we are not sorry that we decided to go the
smaller route. Remember, it’s your day, so do what
you want to do and invite who you want to invite and
not what others expect of you.

Honeymoon?
We went on a belated honeymoon to Greece, which
was truly magical.
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PAULA & STUART
CLARK
This pair of ‘legal eagles’ have been inseparable
since their very first date.
Tell us about your proposal.
As I’d designed my own ring, I knew it was coming,
but wasn’t sure when. I went shopping every day for
a new outfit, did my hair - making sure I was looking
the part from head to toe! After a week (and a fastdiminishing bank balance) I thought I’d got it all
wrong! On a trip to Cape Town, I went through his bag
like a thief in the night and stopped myself midway - I
needed to know whether to carry on with my daily
expenditure! After dinner on our last night, we strolled
back to our suite and it was there that Stuart asked
me to marry him. What a relief!

Tell us about your wedding gown?
I searched all over for the perfect dress, something
unique. I did not know what I wanted. I just knew
that when I saw it, I’d know. During a Pinterest
search I came across this show-stopper dress with
beautifully embroidered beaded lace, which led me
to Vonve Bridal. The dress had a cape instead of
the traditional veil and designer Claire Scott handstitched hundreds of Swarovski crystals onto both the
dress and the cape. The cape also drew focus to my
handmade headpiece.

Large entourage?
I did not want the stress of picking and choosing
because all our close friends mean so much equally.
So, we just went for it! A whole entourage of 10! Did
I say 10? I meant 11 with our ring bearer, fur-baby
Dino, who wore a designer tuxedo with hand-stitched
Swarovski crystals!

How long did you rock those Jimmy Choo heels?
All night long! These shoes are not only beautiful but
comfortable too.

Prana Lodge was your choice of venue?
There is no place on earth we would rather have been
hitched than the beautiful Prana Lodge in Chintsa,
Eastern Cape. It’s a 5-star luxury beach lodge
and spa situated in a pristine forest alongside the
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“My dress
had a cape
instead of the
traditional veil.”

Venue: Prana Lodge, Chintsa East, Eastern Cape
Wedding gown: Vonve Bridal
Hair: Allan Bridger; Gem Hair Station
Make-up: Rosy Glow
Wedding planner: Megan van den Berg, Prana
Flowers: Sarah May
Cake: All Things Cake
Photography: Estefania Romero Photography
Videography: Salt Video Productions
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spectacular Chintsa Bay. They have eight private,
spacious and uniquely designed suites all designed
to make you feel at home. The calming environment
replenishes your soul.

Outdoor ceremony?
Just before the ceremony, held in the forest under the
trees, the DJ played the sound of a heart beating,
then The Muses started to perform Canon in D. Quite
extraordinary walking down the aisle on my Dad’s arm
under the most beautiful trees, passing all our friends
while walking in step to the sound of live music and
looking into my groom’s eyes. It is a moment I will
treasure forever.

High Tea then reception in a stretch tent?
Renowned Prana chef Jaycee Ferreira ensured that
all our favourite treats were served at the High Tea
and at the reception. We opted for a stretch tent,
which blended in with our natural, earthy theme.
For our seating arrangements we did something
unorthodox and had “boy” “girl” tables. They could
re-join their partners once the party started. We
carefully planned and split couples up and allocated
them to tables where we knew they would enjoy
mingling and meeting new people. Big hit.

Photos on the beach?
The forest, tea garden and beach are all on or along
the Prana Lodge property within a three-minute stroll
of each other. We had various backdrops capturing
nature’s untamed beauty and had so much fun at the
beach.

Live music?
What you start with sets the tone for the rest of the
day. We had 3 bands and a DJ. At the ceremony
the guests were entertained by the The Muses who
played the electric violin. They were so good that I
was encouraged to arrive late! After the ceremony
the guests were ushered to High Tea where they were
treated to the smooth sounds of Jason Gladwin while
enjoying the gin and craft beer bars. The phenomenal
band Blu Bamboo then rocked the house until the
early hours.

Advice for brides-to-be?
Go all out! It’s a day you will look back on forever.
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Marriage is a wonderful event in anyone’s life that is full of joint decisions. But these decisions start
before the marriage begins, and one of those is to enter into a marriage contract.
Any marriage out of community of property is reached by drawing up an ante-nuptial contract (or ANC). This
marriage contract is not to say that the marriage is set out to fail, it is just designed to assist the couple in the future,
regardless of whether the couple divorces or not.
The ante-nuptial agreements are the most significant contract that a married couple will sign throughout their
marriage. It is carried out before the marriage; the function of the contract is to alter or adjust some or all of the
inevitable financial dividends of the marriage. The ante-nuptial is more commonly known as a prenup.
Dreyer Engelbrecht Attorneys Inc. is a law firm specialising in a broad spectrum of legal services and remain
driven by passion, integrity, innovation and we are forever in the pursuit of excellent customer service and complete
customer satisfaction. We can assist you with the drafting and registration of Ante-Nuptial Agreements.
Our firm is comprised of a collection of legal specialists from varying fields, including conveyancing, litigation and
family law. Exceptional combined experience, passion driven by ethics, and a sense of empathy for the cases we
handle, is at the heart of everything we do.
Dreyer Engelbrecht Attorneys Inc. is an Alberton Law Firm and has satellite offices in Bedfordview, Johannesburg
and Vereeniging. We have a well-established network of dedicated correspondents and we can provide legal services,
nationwide.

Contact Us:
011 867 1124 • 086 598 1749 • info@delaw.co.za
Head Office: 90 Hennie Alberts Street, Brackenhurst, Alberton

DANIELLA & BENLY
ABRAHAM
During her Community Service year, Daniella
was placed at the same hospital as Benly. His
two close female friends set them up, and the
rest is history!
The story behind your engagement ring?
The year before meeting Ben was particularly
difficult. Having resigned myself to thinking love was
just not for me, I set out to buy myself a diamond
ring. I dragged my Dad to a jewellery store where
I tried on a few eternity bands. He asked if I liked a
particular kind of ring. The thought had not occurred
to me, but to humour him I tried one on. He was very
emotional, to which I replied, “Dad, if the right man
ever came along, I would dream of this ring.” So, time
marched on and I eventually started dating Ben. On
the morning of my 26th birthday Ben took me out for
breakfast. He proposed in the restaurant, catching
me totally off guard with my dream ring – the very
same one I had seen with my Dad before I had even
met my husband-to-be! What a birthday gift!

How long to plan your wedding and did Benly get
involved?
We decided we wanted to be married by the end of
2019; giving us roughly 5 months to plan. Ben was
very helpful – my Mum would argue that he was more
helpful than me!

Did you have a clear idea of what you wanted your
big day to be like?
I think the only things we were certain about were
the fact that Jesus was to have centre stage. We
desperately wanted all our families and friends to be
there, children had to be included and we both loved
the same colour scheme.

What made you choose Chez Charlene?
We viewed 3 venues but Chez Charlene won our
hearts. From the moment you drive in, you’re in
another world. Charlene goes out of her way to make
your dream day a reality – literally everything is taken
care of.
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“Our cake was a Turkish delight, salted caramel and
espresso and ginger spice taste extravaganza!”

Venue: Chez Charlene, Pretoria – www.chezcharlene.co.za
Wedding gown: Beauty Bridal and Glory-Anne Govindan
Hair: Elnia Esterhuysen
Make up: Arlene August
Photography: Bianca and Kent Klein, TruVai Films
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What did the wedding package include?
Chez Charlene exceeded every expectation and we
went with their recommended service providers. Our
package was customised to our needs – rooms to
get ready, a honeymoon suite, the venue, catering,
chapel, décor, DJ services, cake, flowers and
stationery. You name it. The way they co-ordinated all
the service providers was seamless.

Your menu?
Executive Chef Derrick Brink was so patient and
helped us find the balance for our menu – a divine
‘East meets West’ 5-course meal. Welcome drinks,
canapés, starters, a family-style buffet with a plethora
of dishes to choose from and an epic array of
sweet and savoury desserts. The Baker Boys did a
phenomenal job on a sublime 4-tier wedding cake for
us – a Turkish delight, salted caramel and espresso
and ginger spice taste extravaganza!

Tell us about finding your dream dress?
Stressful! 30 dresses down I became very sceptical
about finding a dress that would suit me, but my Mum
nailed it. We ordered my dress from an overseas
company that was a near disaster. A month before
the wedding the wrong sized dress arrived, but
within 2 weeks, the correct one arrived and fitted
me perfectly. My aunt Glory-Anne hand-stitched a
few additional flowers to make me feel more modest.
Without these women of steel, I would have caved in
for sure!

Colour scheme?
We chose a deep teal blue, alongside a slate grey,
with blushes and champagne tones. Our 150 guests
were invited to wear the colour scheme of the
wedding entourage – so in most photos, it looks like
they were all part of our entourage!

Anything different about your wedding?
We had a unity candle ceremony, took communion
and washed each other’s feet during our reception.
Our first dance was to a worship song and instead
of throwing my bouquet, I borrowed the idea to give
each single lady a rose and prayed over them.

Any tips for brides-to-be?
Eat and drink before walking down the aisle – it is a
very long day.

Honeymoon?
A treasured 4-day trip to sunny Durban to rest and
recharge before the festive chaos that awaited us
back at work.

20 • REAL BRIDES • December 2020

TAMMY & THEODORE
JANTJIES
This groom is a well-known TV actor and
is used to being in the limelight but his bride
had her time to shine on their wedding day at
Tsekama Lodge.
How did you and Theodore meet?
We met while I was doing a school musical in 2004.
I was 17 and he was 21. He was assisting with the
directing of the play. We became friends first and he
asked me out about a year later.

Was your proposal a surprise?
We love the bush. Theo took me to a game farm
in Limpopo and we were on a game drive, when
suddenly we pulled over close to a waterhole where
he popped the question against the setting sun. It
was beautiful. The proposal was not a complete
surprise, but the location was.

The most difficult part of planning your wedding?
Having a demanding job as a lawyer, which often
means I have to work long hours, was the most
challenging part. Ours was a destination wedding
and most of our guests travelled from Cape
Town to Limpopo to attend. Trying to navigate
accommodation and all the logistics for our guests
was very challenging as most of them have never
been to Johannesburg let alone Limpopo before.

With Theodore being a TV personality, did you
manage to keep your wedding private?
Though we had an agreement with a popular
magazine to cover our wedding, it was not too difficult
keeping it private. We are very private people and our
friends, family and vendors were aware of that. We
refrained from sharing too much on social media and
kept most of the details a secret from our guests.

Your main reason for choosing Tsekama Lodge as
your venue?
We considered about 3 other venues in the Western
Cape, as we are originally from there. However,
we fell in love with the bush when we moved to
Johannesburg and could not imagine having our
wedding anywhere else. Tsekama is a magical place,
which offered us all the beauty of the bush that we
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“I was blessed to have my parents walk
me down the aisle.’’
Venue: Tsekama Lodge, Limpopo – www.tsekama.co.za
Wedding Dress: Kobus Dippenaar Atelier
Hair: Izelle Bodenstein
Make up: Nicola Roodt
Gowns: Lilly’s and Lust
Wine: Klawer Wines
Gift boxes: To Be Gift boxes
Photography: Darrel Fraser Photography and Picture Perfect Photography
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had hoped for. Marinda, the owner, was wonderful to
work with and made our lives so much easier with
the planning. She shared my vision of my special day
and made everything come together perfectly.

Did you have your wedding dress specially made?
Yes. The amazing Kobus Dippenaar of Kobus
Dippenaar Atelier in Cape Town made it specifically
for me.

Your entourage?
I had two bridesmaids and a Man of honour. Theo
had three groomsmen.

Special moment walking down the aisle?
I was blessed to have my parents walk me down the
aisle. My Dad had a severe stroke a while back and
my Mom stepped in to help. Looking back, I would
choose both of them to walk me down the aisle again,
even in different circumstances.

How many guests?
About 100.

The place names on your tables?
Each table was named after a place where Theo and
I have shared a special memory. The guests could
then read about it to learn something which they
might not have known about us before.

Two garters?
As is tradition, I had a garter, to be tossed by the
groom at our reception. The second garter was a
gift from a special friend. It was made by a wedding
dress designer and was absolutely beautiful. This
one I will hang on to as a keepsake from our special
day.

The highlight of your wedding day?
The highlight was definitely walking into the venue
for the first time as husband and wife. We walked
or rather danced in to Miriam Makeba’s catchy tune
Pata Pata and, much to our surprise, all our guests
stood up and danced with us! It was a moment I shall
never forget.

Any tips for brides-to-be?
Start planning as early as possible and enjoy every
moment of your wedding day as it goes by really fast.

Honeymoon?
We went to Houtbay, Cape Town and Franschhoek for
our honeymoon. We are planning another honeymoon
outside of the country as soon as we are able to travel
again.
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Make your special day extraordinary

Our old country style 5 star manor in the heart of cosmos country, and an hour’s drive from
Johannesburg offers only the finest. We specialise in small intimate group weddings with a stress free
planning process . Our extensive gardens and manor house set the perfect backdrop for a signature
wedding. Accompanied with our exquisite & heart-warming suites, superb tailored service and
exceptional fine dining - ensured by our talented Chefs, the Manor will make your special day simply
unforgettable.
Address:
Telephone:
Fax:
Mobile:
Web:

Farm Rietbult, R51, Balfour Road, Balfour, Mpumalanga
+27 (0)17 773 9000
+27 (0)17 773 9001
+27 (0)83 281 1706
www.welgelegenmanor.co.za

Photos: Kikitography

at Welgelegen Manor ...

8 Superior suites • Swimming Pool • Spa-Treatments • Archery • Croquet • Billiard Room • Driving
Range • Grass Landing strip
We are versatile, and cater for any special event:
WEDDINGS • HIGH TEAS • CONFERENCES • YEAR END FUNCTIONS • ROMANTIC
BREAKAWAYS • BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

KYLA & SVEN
BRAUTESETH
This couple have known each other since school
days; went their separate and reconnected
again as adults at a party. The rest is history!
Tell us about your proposal, was it a surprise?
It was a huge surprise! Sven and I had talked about
our plans for the future and marriage, but I thought
we would eventually get there. But, a few months after
talking about it, Sven popped the question. We went
away to a game lodge for the weekend, which wasn’t
an unusual thing for us to do as we love planning
exciting weekend getaways. We almost didn’t go
because Sven got food poisoning the night before we
were due to leave and he’d also lost a close family
friend. Despite this, we just decided to go. After
returning to our unit after an evening game drive and
sundowners I opened the door to find fresh blooms
around the room and a bottle of champagne in an
ice bucket. I was so excited that Sven had arranged
this surprise for me but I wasn’t quite sure what it was
for! As I turned around to express my joy Sven was
on one knee holding a ring box. Before he could say
anything the first thing I blurted out from pure shock
was ‘are you serious?’ and sarcastically he said ‘no I
did this all as a joke’ and we laughed. He then asked
the big question and of course I said yes!

Your dress was specially made?
Yes, I had my dress custom made and I absolutely
loved the way it turned out. At first I found it to be
a little stressful because I was stuck between two
completely different styles. One of my bridesmaids
and my mother-in-law, who were there to help me
choose, each liked one of the different styles. I
decided to take some time and eventually came to a
decision that I was happy with.

The most difficult part of planning your wedding?
The guest list was extremely difficult as we both have
very large families and obviously the more guests,
the higher the cost. In the end we decided to keep
it real and invite only family and friends that we were
close with and who were actively involved in our
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“Being winter, we decided to draw
warmth by choosing rich jewel tones.”

Venue: The Orchards Wedding Venue, Balgowan, KZN
Food: CHC Catering
Cake: Marge Brauteseth and Sarah Brauteseth
Bride’s Dress & Veil: Jeanelle L’Amour Bridal
Flowers: Gerda Booyens and Debbie Brauteseth
Décor: Debbie Brauteseth, Sandy Patterson, Keran Elgie and Pippa Richards
Photography: Courtney Clegg Photography
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lives. This made for a bit of politics but we stood
firm and explained our reasons, which most people
understood. Another difficult part was deciding on
the seating arrangements. We tried to group similar
types of people together and people who we already
knew got along.

Tell us a bit about the wedding venue you chose.
We chose it because of the beautiful setting. An
added benefit was that it was very affordable in
relation to other similar venues in the area. There
were a lot of added perks included in the price such
as a bridal cottage for accommodation, clean up
staff, and all cutlery and crockery, which made our
lives much easier as we didn’t have to hire all those
things at an additional cost.

Colour scheme?
Since we had a winter wedding, we decided to draw
warmth by choosing lovely rich jewel tones such as
burgundy, navy, dark greens, burnt orange and dusty
pinks.

Long tables?
We decided to use long tables to be less traditional
than using round tables. I think they worked well for
their purpose. We had such an incredible DJ that our
guests were hardly ever seated anyway!

Your advice to a bride-to-be?
Remember the real reason you are getting married.
Don’t get caught up in the perfection of how your
wedding should look. Trust me, guests don’t notice
the small things!

Honeymoon?
It was such a surprise. I only found out the day after
the wedding when we were due at the airport. We
went to the Maldives and loved it so much that we are
even planning a trip back to the same place for our
next wedding anniversary.
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LIANDI & AIDAN
LOTTER
As so often happens these days, this relationship
started with the couple being friends on
Facebook.
How much thought went into Aidan’s proposal?
Aidan can be romantic if he puts his mind to it and
a lot of thought went into the proposal. When we
bought the ring it was a combined decision, he gave
me options to see what I liked and found the one I
LOVE. The proposal itself was a complete surprise.
He booked a picnic spot at a lodge, he got snacks
and he got a baby vest made for our little one to wear
that had the words “will you marry my daddy?”. We
were engaged for a year. We decided on the date
kind of straight away as we knew we would like to
have enough time to plan everything we wanted.

Did you have a set idea of what you wanted your
wedding to be like?
We knew we wanted to do plain and simple and not
something costly. Brown and green were the colours
we wanted; the rest were ideas we got from all over.
We looked at 2 other venues but the one thing that
got our attention straight away was the amazing
ocean view.

Tell us about finding your dream dress.
I found a picture sample of a dress that I loved on a
website but it was too far to get it to me so I used the
picture as an example. My dress was specially made.
I wanted a vintage look but classy at the same time
and I definitely think that Francois pulled it off.

Small entourage included kids?
We wanted to have the kids from both families be
part of the wedding. The flower girl is our own little
princess. And the boy walking down with her is her
cousin. Another cousin was the ring bearer.

Emotional walk down the aisle?
I tried keeping the tears back but as soon as I saw
Aidan crying I had to start swallowing hard! It was
emotional walking down the aisle with my father as
he was very sick at the time. Knowing that I was so
privileged to walk down the aisle with him was a big
moment for me.
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“We didn’t actually have a budget; we
just got what we wanted and needed.”
Venue: Estate Twenty Eight, Port Elizabeth
Dress: Francois Britton, Beauty Couture, Port Elizabeth
Hair & nails: Angelique Hansen, Beauty Couture
Make up: Kayleigh Stopforth
Décor & flowers: Estate28
Photography and Videography: Precision Vision
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How many guests?
100.

You kept your table décor simple?
We stuck to simple but elegant and we didn’t want
too many things on the tables.

Cake and cupcakes?
We had a one-layer naked cake as we didn’t want to
waste and we knew many people might prefer to take
a cupcake home. The wedding cake was to die for - I
had a big piece the day after the wedding.

Your first dance song?
Lianie May – Saam is ons Beter. The lyrics explain our
love for each other perfectly.

The highlights of your big day?
Being able to dance with my father one last time;
a sparkler tunnel and also being able to have our
daughter at our wedding day.

Any “oh no’’ moments?
The speeches were on the go and when the first toast
was made we realised that the champagne hadn’t
been put out on the tables! We had some issues
with our food too but the positives far outweighed the
negatives.

How many times have you watched your wedding
video?
We’ve only watched it twice now. It is a little hard for
me to watch as I see my father in the video and he
lost his battle against cancer just a few months after
our wedding. I definitely think every second of our
day was worth it.

How did your budget fare?
As strange as it may sound, we didn’t actually have
a budget! We just got what we wanted and needed
for the perfect day we wanted. But I would say, we
did spend a lot more than we thought we would ever
spend on our wedding day.

The one piece of advice you would give a bride-tobe?
Go with what your heart wants and not with what
other people tell you “they like”.

Honeymoon?
We toured around the Western Cape.
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Top Weddings
ANELE & WILLEM

Botha
Perdekraal

This couple tied the knot at the family-owned Perdekraal
Wedding Venue - a stunning rustic farm venue situated just
five-minutes from Ermelo in Mpumalanga. Their outdoor
ceremony on a koppie was followed by canapés served
in the serene gardens and a reception held in the cleverly
converted milk shed which has been transformed into an
exquisite reception hall accommodating up to 200 people.
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Top Weddings
ANELISA & SIPHOSIHLE

Gwadiso
Inkwenkwezi

200 guests gathered to celebrate this union held at the
Inkwenkwezi Private Game Reserve in the Eastern Cape.
Expectations were exceeded all round. The very well
organised in-house wedding coordinator eliminated all
organisational stress ensuring that the bridal couple had
nothing to do except sit back and enjoy their life-changing
moment together with their family and friends.
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Weddings at Inkwenkwezi Private Game
Reserve are as romantic and unique as the
Wild Coast itself; as unforgettable as the
love that brings you together.
Contemporary and yet authentically African, our perfectly-appointed
venue is the ideal mix of wild beauty and modern comfort.
Big 5 Game Reserve
30 kms from East London
• Weddings • Functions • Conferences
Tel 043 734 3234 / Fax 043 734 3888
PO Box 236, Kwelera, 5259
E-mail: marketing@inkwenkwezi.co.za
Website: www.inkwenkwezi.com
Please watch our latest video on You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zXO6P6ssOE
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/inkwenkwezi.reserveec/

Top Weddings
KAILASH & NIEL

Bisschoff
Providence Country Estate
Deciding to use Providence Country Estate and their
recommended service providers for almost everything
was the best decision this couple ever made. Hailing
from Pretoria, they wanted to make planning a destination
wedding as stress-free as possible and this venue, situated
in the beautiful KZN Midlands, went all out to make their
wedding a truly unforgettable occasion.
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Top Weddings
CHANTEL & DWIGHT

Mulligan
RDK Photography

Following Renske from RDK Photography on social media
paid dividends for this couple. The passion and talent of
this photographer made them feel comfortable and at ease
in front of the camera ensuring that all the smallest details
and all the perfect moments of their big day were captured
perfectly and forever. Take the time to choose wisely when it
comes to your wedding photographer advises Chantel.
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ANTENUPTIAL
CONTRACTS

What You
Need To
Know
An Antenuptial contract sets out the manner in
which your property is dealt with in the event
that a marriage comes to an end through death or
divorce.
In South Africa, we have three types of marriage regimes,
being married in community of property, being married out of
community of property with the inclusion of the accrual and being
married out of community of property with the express exclusion
of the accrual system.
What are the legal consequences of the different marital regimes?
a) Antenuptial contract with the inclusion of the accrual system
-

the two parties remain separate legal entities and may
contract in their individual capacities;

-

you are not liable for the debts incurred by your spouse;

-

you both share equally in the growth of your estates
from the time you get married, you share what you have
built up together and

-

if you have a wealthy estate before marriage, you can
exclude it specifically from the accrual.

b) Antenuptial contract with the exclusion of the accrual system
-

The two parties remain separate legal entities and may
contract in their individual capacities:

-

you are not liable for the debts incurred by your spouse;
and

-

you do not share in the growth of your spouse’s estate.

c) Marriage in community of property
-

everything the couple owns, and all their debts and assets
are shared equally;

-

the property of each party automatically becomes the
property of both parties and forms a part of the joint
estate;

-

in the event of death or divorce, both parties will be
entitled to their half share of the assets and liable for the
half share of all debts.

We look forward to drafting your tailormade contract for you!
Annette Stewart has two degrees in Law and two degrees in Psychology and have
been a runner up in Africa’s Most Influential Business Women on two occasions.
I am the first female legal practitioner whose practice is virtual with all my ladies
working from home, which enables business sustainability. I believe we all have
an obligation to make a difference.

I have been fortunate in receiving the following awards
Most influential Business Woman In Africa: 2014 Finalist • 2015 Runner-Up
• Most Successful Law Practice in South Africa awarded by the MEA 2017 •
Nominated as a finalist in Acquisition International in the category Legal Awards
2020 • Most innovated Modern Women Driven Practice in South Africa

Languages: Afrikaans, English

ANNETTE STEWART
0823731294
www.stewartsinc.co.za
1st Floor Pharos House
70 Buckingham Terrace, Westville, Durban

Real Brides Takes Planning
To Another Level
Real Brides magazine has taken its service to brides-to-be to another level.
VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO
Real Brides launched South Africa’s first Virtual Wedding Expo. Visit the EXPO www.realbrides.co.za
Enter the Real Brides VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO and you will find an audio visual presentation for each Exhibitor
together with a full overview of what they have to offer brides-to-be.
PLUS – You will find a link to take you directly to the Exhibitor’s website.
FULLY MOBILE
The Real Brides VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO is fully mobile. You can view it on your Computer, Tablet or Cellphone.
VISIT OUR VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO
The following advertisers are Exhibitors in the Real Brides Virtual Expo.
To view their audio visual presentations or to visit their websites, click on the links below:

Click On Links Below
Chez Charlene

Oh So Pretty Planning

Collisheen Estate

Smitsfield Farm

Haycroft Farm

Jennifer Mynhardt Attorneys

Inkwenkwezi

harpNOTED

Tsekama Lodge

Crystal Brides

Whispering Thorns

Bell & Blossom

Neon Productions

Bradbury Lodge

DRene Plunkett Photography

Oranje Guest House

Oakfield Farm

Everwood

Diep In Die Berg

Welgelegen Manor

Welgelegen Cherry Estate
Vredenburg Manor House

Florence Guest Farm

Sugarbush Hill

Mighty Fine Productions

Eensgezind Function Venue

Stewart Attorneys

Cheerio Gardens

Knowles Husain Lindsay Attorneys

Ekudeni

Pheasant Hill

Mooiplaas

Slipperfields

Eden Lassie

Prana Lodge

Dreyer Engelbrecht Attorneys

