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Top Wedding Venues
One of the most important decisions you will have to make when
planning your wedding is to choose your venue.
Your choice of venue will help you determine a multitude of
important factors such as a theme, number of guests, d cor, food
and drink and accommodation requirements.
Doing your research and looking for the right place to host your
wedding is time-consuming and can be a difficult task because
here are literally hundreds of venues to choose from countrywide.
To help you with your planning, Real Brides has launched a new
series named TOP WEDDING VENUES.
In this edition we feature and highlight a number of top wedding
venues that are rated as some of the top wedding venues in South
Africa.

TOP WEDDING VENUES provides:
• A full overview of the venue
• Great photos of the venue
• A link to a virtual tour of the venue or to their website
Top venues featured in this issue of Real Brides will be branded
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REBECCA & JANDRÉ
PRETORIUS
This couple met at university in Pretoria and
sparks flew!
Was your proposal a surprise?

It was. We were in the Kruger National Park and
Jandré put on a collared shirt for our morning game
drive, which made me suspicious! We stopped at a
look-out point to stretch our legs and admire the view.
Jandré placed a GoPro on the roof of the car facing
us and recorded the whole proposal! It was such a
special moment in our favourite part of the world. I
will never forget it.

You had to postpone your wedding date?

Unfortunately, we had to postpone from October
2020 to March 2021. This meant that some friends
could not attend our wedding this year but, we were
very lucky to be able to go ahead anyway as I know
a few brides who are still struggling to celebrate their
big day!

The most difficult part of planning your wedding?

Trying to limit our number of guests. We originally had
a big number but didn’t necessarily want so many
people. Then we had to cut our numbers due to
Covid anyway!

How much venue choice did you have?

There are so many beautiful venues out there; luckily
the list narrows with your specific requirements. We
had three on our list and in the end we chose Oakfield
Farm.

Choice of venues within Oakfield Farm?

They have three equally beautiful venues and their
associated chapels to choose from - The Dairy,
Summerhouse and Homestead Venue. All stunning
and can each accommodate different size weddings.
We chose the Homestead Venue for the beautiful
Forest Chapel where our ceremony was held. The
Homestead also has the biggest reception area,
which helped with social distancing.

Horse and carriage?

You can choose. I have been riding since I was 3
years old so it was a no brainer! My Mom also arrived
on a horse and carriage on her wedding day so that
made it extra special.
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“We had to postpone
our wedding from October
2020 to March 2021”

Venue: The Homestead Venue, Oakfield Farm, Muldersdrift – www.oakfield.co.za
Wedding gown: Timeless Bridal Couture
Hair: Sume, NUDO Hair Lab, Pretoria East
Make up: Liezl, Mooiste Makeup
Flowers: Bliss Floral Creations
Cake: Kelly Jayne’s Cake Boutique
Photography & Videography: Mighty Fine Productions
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Your dress?

I bought my dress from Timeless Bridal Couture. All
of their dresses are so beautiful which made it difficult
to choose! My Mom knows me best so it was great to
have her by my side throughout the process.

How did you
videographer?

choose

your

photographer/

I knew Mighty Fine would do our wedding photography
from long before we were even engaged! Their work
is breath-taking. They live-streamed our ceremony
to guests who could not make it and also shot us a
beautiful video.

Your décor was simple and elegant?

I definitely believe in “less is more”. We had a very
soft and natural colour scheme, bare wooden tables
with some candles and lots of greenery. It fitted so
well with Oakfield’s feel too.

How many guests?

We ended up with 76 guests. A massive jump from
200!

What did you do about wedding gifts?

As we had already been living together, we didn’t
need much to kit out the house. We had a small
online gift registry but were mainly given gift cards
and money.

The biggest surprise of your big day?

I think probably how calm we both were on the day! I
am a perfectionist and a bit of a control freak so when
there were a few hiccups, it was very surprising that
it didn’t bother me! I think you are just so happy to be
there to enjoy the day together with family and friends
that small imperfections don’t get in the way!

Any handy tips for brides-to-be during Covid
times?

Planning a wedding during Covid is stressful! It is
unpredictable and really hard to set things in stone.
My advice would be to try to be flexible. If you are
planning a big gathering, rather play it safe and
schedule it for 2022/2023 when Covid will hopefully
have died down. That being said, things change
and it is the nature of life at the moment. Try to stay
positive and ENJOY this time in your life.

Honeymoon?

We honeymooned in the Maldives! We were so lucky
with our timing and managed to fly out the day after
our wedding. It is an incredible location.
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ANGELIQUE & MITCHELL
GINSBERG
A pretty venue in the picturesque KZN Midlands
was the setting for this couple’s postponed
nuptials.
Your proposal a surprise?

The biggest surprise! We went to Zanzibar a month
before and I truly thought it might happen there but
I guess that would have been too obvious! Instead
Mitch waited another month and proposed to me in
our kitchen after an early morning cup of tea. I totally
didn’t expect it and it was one of the best days. I’ll
treasure it forever!

The most difficult part of planning your wedding?

Definitely dealing with Covid and all the curve balls
that it throws at you! We postponed once and it was
a challenge getting our favourite vendors to change
to our new date and then not knowing what level we
would be on. Fortunately, we moved to Level 1 a
week before our wedding so I was sitting tight and
praying everything would work out. My vendors were
truly amazing and so supportive.

Your dress was imported?

Yes, I got it from an Australian brand called Made
With Love.

Hair and make-up trials?

I did, but my bridesmaids didn’t. We went for a
natural look so it was easy for the make-up artist to
just do what best suited each girl. I would however
recommend trials for brides as I did change mine
slightly from the initial trail.

Tell us about your wedding venue.

The Groves wedding venue is based in the Natal
Midlands. It’s got a beautiful warm country feel to it
and the elegance of romance captures your heart
straight away. I fell in love with it the minute I saw it.
The gardens are lush and full of blooms being nestled
in an orchard and with the river running through
the outdoor ceremony area it creates an amazing,
calming atmosphere. There is a stunning chapel with
big windows and views of the rolling hills for couples
opting for a more traditional wedding or as a backup
if the weather doesn’t play its part. The bridal house
has exquisite views and accommodation, which is all
part of the package.
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“We got everyone who couldn’t attend to join in on Zoom.”

Venue: The Groves Venue, Nottingham Road, KZN – kate @thegrovesvenue.co.za
Wedding gown: Made With Love Australia
Hair & Make-up: Natasha Shannon Beauty
Flowers & décor: Petals Fine Flowers- Annie Hedley & Two Fold
Photography: Lauren Setterberg Photography
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Most items were provided i.e. tables, chairs, cutlery
and crockery so it was everything we could’ve asked
for in a venue for the most perfect day.
An outdoor ceremony was the one request Mitch had.
It was the most perfect day and we’re so grateful we
could have it outdoors. Also with Covid, it put people
at ease.

Wedding coordinator?

I did most of it myself with help from my Mom and my
bridesmaids. On the day, Lara from the Groves was
phenomenal and handled most of the logistics.

How many guests?

65. Sadly, many special friends and family abroad
couldn’t make it. My sister, who was my Maid of
Honour, secretly organised a projector and got
everyone who couldn’t attend to join in on Zoom. It
was the best surprise and tears of joy and sadness
flowed. So grateful to have shared a bit of our special
day with all of them.

Wedding gifts?

We decided on a Wishing Well as we already have
everything in our home and didn’t want to put
pressure on our guests as times are tough. For us it
was more about celebrating our special day with our
nearest and dearest. We received gift vouchers - a
lovely spoil to use later on.

Your first dance song?

The acoustic version of Tom Walker’s You and I.

How did your wedding budget fare?

I actually did really well! With Covid we reduced our
numbers by half so we saved quite a bit!

Any advice for brides-to-be?

With Covid still around you have to take everything
in your stride. Always have a plan B because you
never know what is going to happen next. Good
communication with your vendors helps, they often
have the best advice. Work around them as it makes
your life a lot less stressful knowing you’ve got the
best by your side.

Honeymoon?

We went to Nambithi Plains for a few nights.
Unfortunately, again due to Covid, we couldn’t go to
our dream destination but we will do that once travel
opens up again.
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The Groves is an elegant and romantic wedding
venue situated in the rolling hills of the Caversham
Valley in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.
The wedding chapel, nestled in the Orchard, affords stunning views of
the lush, green fields, scattered with hay bales, setting the scene for a
truly romantic country wedding with a difference.
The thatched, country-chic ambiance permeates throughout the Manor
House, converted stables and wedding venue, all of which spill down
to the bubbling stream gently meandering through the property.
The natural lighting and contrasting colours of the area will blanket
those special wedding memories with an enchanting aura.

Kate Bain
Mobile: 078 666 8546
Address: D182, Caversham Valley, Midlands, KwaZulu-Natal
GPS: 29.405964 S, 30.085658 E
E-mail: kate@thegrovesvenue.co.za
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Top Wedding Venues

Magnificent gardens that are the source of our very own
herbs, fruits and vegetables; farm to table, local and
fresh. This is the strong ethos behind our great food.
Relax and rejuvenate at the Spa by Healing Earth at
Brahman Hills, where everything is ready for you; just
the way you like it. Conclude off your day package
experience with a glass of bubbly at the indoor heated
pool overlooking the glorious rolling hills of the Blue
Crane Nature Reserve.
Situated in the heart of the KwaZulu Natal Midlands,
Brahman Hills is a destination of choice for weddings,
conferences, holistic experiences and romantic country
escapes.
Offering accommodation in both hotel rooms and selfcatering cottages in the Blue Crane Nature Reserve; with
extensive facilities open to the public; including a world
class Spa by Healing Earth, two amazing restaurants, an
underground wine cellar and bar.
Two uniquely situated chapels, with additional eventing
spaces seating up to 400 people; create a beautiful setting
for an elegant countryside celebration. Brahman Hills
is ready to make your event a magical and memorable
experience.
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TOP
venue

Website: www.brahmanhills.co.za
Email: weddings@brahmanhills.co.za
Call: 033 2666 965

You can stop dreaming and start planning your next
destination celebration, at Brahman Hills.
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Our accommodation options include:
20 x standard hotel rooms
10 x deluxe garden rooms
Blue Crane Nature reserve cottages
3 x one bedroom cottages
2 x two bedroom cottages
5 x three bedroom cottages
2 x four bedroom cottages
Springholm Cottages – 4km from Brahman Hills on a gravel road
1 x Honeymoon Suite
3 x Waterfront 4-sleeper cottages
3 x Stone 6-sleeper cottages
1 x Double Room
3 x Standard Rooms

TOP
venue

Website: www.brahmanhills.co.za
Email: weddings@brahmanhills.co.za
Call: 033 2666 965
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TOP
venue
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A Tribute to JANICE AMERICA
1 February 1980 - 3 August 2021
Vredenburg Manor would like to honour our much loved and respected friend and colleague, Janice America.
Janice was not only the heart and soul of the Manor House, but also the weddings that we were so proud to host.
Multi-talented, Janice could turn her hand to literally anything and master it with style.
Her flower arranging skills certainly impressed every one of our brides and their guests. Not only was she excellent with
flowers but of table décor and she was the most capable sous chef too. Janice’s strong commanding presence in the
kitchen will be greatly missed as will her laughter and smiles.
Thank you, Janice, for passing on your skills to our very capable team. We know that you will be smiling down on us as
we venture forth into this new chapter without you.

Gone but not forgotten.
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On the 3rd of August 2021 we lost the
very heart and soul and the Mama Bear of
Vredenburg Manor.

When I joined VMH, Janice was on maternity leave. I heard all these
wonderful things about her and couldn’t wait to finally meet her a couple
months later.

Janice America, how will we go forward
without you? You were truly a shining star
and our right hand.

Did she live up to all I was told? What a talented capable lady. She
walked into the house as if it was her own and took complete ownership
of her job and responsibilities. It never seemed like work to her. She was
passionate about everything she did, from serving breakfast to decorating the tables and arranging flowers.

I’ve always been told that in the working
world, no one is irreplaceable. I beg to
differ! Janice, you were the exception to
this rule. We will see and feel the impact
of your absence in the months to come.
When I think of Janice, the words “Team
Spirit” come to mind. Sometimes a little
too much team spirit! But that was Janice.

Luke

Janice loved her work, this was evident in the many positive remarks in
the guestbook. She worked well with her team and she could often be
found training and teaching those under her wing, just like a mother hen.
She always had a smile on her face and nothing was ever too much for
her.

Bronwyn

A life well lived is a precious gift of hope,
strength and grace from someone who
made my world a brighter, better place.
It’s filled with moments, both sweet and
sad with smiles and sometimes tears; with
friendship formed and good times shared
and laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy of joy, pride
and pleasure, a living, lasting memory
that my grateful heart will treasure.
Janice, you will always be in my heart.

Courtney

The one special day with Janice was the
day that I started at Vredenburg Manor
on 26 September 2019. Janice was very
friendly and she could see that I was nervous, but she told me not to be. “Just be
yourself and everything will be okay.”
I never knew those words would change
my life forever. I started on the same day
of my interview. I worked closely with
Janice, and we started talking to each
other and bonded immediately. I learned
a lot from her.
There was never a day without a funny
joke and lots of laughter when she was
around. I am really going to miss Janice
and the memories will always remain in
my heart.

Chandray
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Janice made such an impact on my life here at Vredenburg Manor, that it is hard to believe or come to terms with the fact that she will
never walk through these doors again.
Her laugh was unique. It makes me smile just thinking about it. When we worked together, we worked! And when we had fun together,
it was great! Janice was like a little sister to me, and took just as good care of us, as we did of her.
Janice never said no. She was always willing to step up and step in. The dedication to her job and to us as her friends and colleagues,
was inspirational. She took Vredenburg Manor and made it her own. She loved her job and she loved working with our guests. It was
truly inspirational to see how she took pride in her work and her duties.
She was a devoted mother and always made sure her two children were very well taken care of. They can feel honored to call Janice
their Mom.
I will never forget Janice. The footprints she made in my life, both personal and professional, will remained cherished. It’s going to take
a long time to get used to her not being here anymore, but I have loads of memories that will keep her alive.

Leon

Knowing you for more than 20 years makes for a lot of memories - good and
bad.
We bonded so well together, although you were “RIGHT” and I was “LEFT”.
I’m sad but also angry because you left so suddenly. No time to say goodbye.
We were going to grow old “together”, see our children grow up, get married
- although we were never going to!
But, most of all I’m angry because you left me with this “lot”! Our Vredenburg
family will never be the same without you - the best link is gone.
A better friend and colleague I could never have asked for.
Always in my heart

Shirene

“Gebruik jou eie inisiehede”
– Janice America

Janice was one of the strongest
people I knew - a smart cookie with
the best laugh. We worked together
for a short while, but she made it
seem like a lifetime.
A strong leader and a good listener,
Janice always inspired me to do
more at work and always brought
out the best and worst in me but a
good friend indeed.
Janice your kindness was a balm
to all who encountered it and I am
grateful to have known you.

Carlynne
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G U E S T H O U S E, C O N F E R E N C E A N D F U N C T I O N V E N U E
Contact us – Vredenburg Manor House, Winery Road, Somerset West
Tel: +27 21 842 3264 • Cell: +27 61 725 9120
eMail: info@vredenburgmanor.co.za

www. v r e d e n b u r g m a n o r. c o. z a

Top Wedding Venues

The Venue sits proudly in park-like gardens, offering panoramic
views of the magnificent farming area of the Tala Valley. Our veranda
overlooks a lake full of magnificent blue waterlilies and the gardens
attract many varieties of birds.
The perfectly manicured gardens have been established and
lovingly maintained for over 40 years, creating the perfect back
drop.
Ideally situated in the Tala Valley, Eden Lassie is a specially
designed wedding and conference centre and is just 70 km from
Durban and a mere 27 km from Pietermaritzburg.
Whether you are looking for a picture-perfect chapel, or a
magnificent garden setting, Eden Lassie offers something special
to even the most discerning couple.
The gardens are beautifully maintained to ensure they flower all year
long. And as for the panoramic view from the deck… it is simply
stunning!
With seating for up to 200 guests in the chapel and in an open-rafter
style venue,as well as an attractive wooden deck over the water
suitable for pre-dinner drinks and an idyllic garden setting perfect
for your photographic shoot, Eden Lassie is a wonderful place to
create memories that last a life time.
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Eden Lassie is a working beef ranch and plant nursery. The
farmland allows for the perfect back drop for country style wedding
photographs, including rustic farm buildings, so there is no need to
go further afield for your photographs!
Our Chapel is situated next to a water feature which runs into the
lake, creating a picturesque and tranquil setting. One side of the
chapel has open arches with views of the gardens, creating the
perfect garden wedding ambience.

TOP
venue

Website: www.edenlassie.co.za
Email: edenlassie@sai.co.za
Call: 083 552 9134

Extra guests can be seated on the veranda and can still be part of
the main wedding through the French doors adjacent to the main
hall.

This family business takes great pride in creating the perfect setting
for your wedding and with the help of CHC catering we can ensure
your wedding is a dream come true.

The bar is run through our appointed supplier and is very
competitively priced. All details of the bar and items stocked are
done on an individual basis. Credit card facilities are available on
site.

Make your wedding day one that everyone remembers! Eden Lassie
works hard to create unique moments for each wedding. Be it from
the ceremony location, to the set-up of the venue to the menus, each
wedding is individually planned to suit the bridal couple.

Eden Lassie’s appointed five-star caterers, CHC, offer a selection of
high class cuisine either plated or buffet style, with service to match.
The CHC Catering team will provide you with generous portions of
freshly prepared, beautifully presented and delicious food of your
choice.
Your guests will enjoy fine food, breath taking scenery and a night to
remember in this very special venue.
Décor is done in-house by Daleliteful Décor, ensuring the process
of planning your big day is a stress-free, easy and enjoyable one.
Daleliteful Décor offer everything from exquisite draping, to all your
floral requirements, leaving you to relax and enjoy your special day.
The Eden Lassie team strives to make your wedding planning an
easy process.

TOP
venue

Website: www.edenlassie.co.za
Email: edenlassie@sai.co.za
Call: 083 552 9134
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Directions
A mere 27kms from Pietermartizburg and approximately 70kms from
Durban, Eden Lassie is ideally located within a short drive of both
cities but within the perfect countryside setting.
From Durban
• Take the N3 towards Pietermaritzburg.
• Take the Camperdown off ramp and turn left.
• Continue to the T-Junction.
• Turn left onto the Eston / Umbumbulu Road, the R603.
• Continue for approximately 5 km.
• Turn right onto the Ingomankulu Road and continue for 2kms.
• Turn left onto the dirt road at the Eden Lassie sign boards and
continue for 1km through the security point until the Eden Lassie
entrance on the right hand side.
From Pietermartizburg
• Take the N3 towards Durban.
• Take the Umlaas Road/Umbumbulu exit, the R603, past Van der
Merwe’s petrol station and continue for approximately 6kms.
• Turn right onto the Ingomankulu Road and continue for 2kms.
• Turn left onto the dirt road at the Eden Lassie sign boards and
continue for 1km through the security point until the Eden Lassie
entrance on the right hand side.
Limited to only one wedding per weekend, you are guaranteed access to the venue for your personalised setup prior to your big day.
We specialise in weddings but are available for conferencing and
other functions too.
Though Eden Lassie offers no accommodation, there are plenty
of great places available on the surrounding farms should it be
required.
Eden Lassie is simply the place where dream weddings come true!
Our breath-taking venue and unparalleled service will ensure your
wedding day exceeds your wildest expectations! Book with us and
make your wedding day an unforgettable one!
We invite you to visit us to view Eden Lassie to see all we have to
offer. Let us create your perfect wedding!
To view the venue please make an appointment with Judy or Dale.

TOP
venue
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Website: www.edenlassie.co.za
Email: edenlassie@sai.co.za
Call: 083 552 9134

TOP
venue
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MAREET & DAVID
OOSTHUIZEN
A destination wedding was on the cards for this Johannesburg-based couple and the picturesque and
well-situated Zorgvliet Wine Estate in the Western
Cape Winelands was the spectacular setting they
chose for their nuptials.
How did you and David meet?

I was late for church and David was early. Somehow
we both managed to get the service time wrong! We
sat next to each other; had coffee afterwards and the
rest as they say is history.

How romantic was your proposal?

We went or a walk on the beach at Hermanus, as we
so often did. We climbed the rocks where I often go
to pray. We sat on the bench and prayed and then
David went down on one knee and proposed. I cried!

Your engagement ring?

I wanted something different. We went windowshopping and both David and I agreed that we liked
the brilliant diamond cut best and, the rest was up to
him to choose.

Did Covid interfere with your wedding plans?

Yes, it did! Our original wedding date was 23 May
2020, which fell right in the middle of the hard
lockdown on Level 5! So, we obviously had to
postpone. The most difficult part was working hard
at the planning and knowing that it could all be for
nothing!

Fun or frustrating finding your dress?

I am definitely a practical girl so I only went to two
stores to fit dresses, saw what worked well for my
figure and then I decided to have my dress made.

Spoilt for choice with venues in the Cape?

We first wanted to get married in Hermanus but
Zorgvliet Wine Estate, a gorgeous venue situated
near Stellenbosch, was a far more practical choice.
They have accommodation for 40 guests and are
close to the airport, which was something we had to
take into consideration as we would all be travelling
from Johannesburg.
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“I wanted a wedding theme that was completely different.”

Venue: Zorgvliet Wine Estate, Stellenbosch, Western Cape – www.zorgvliet.com
Dress: Sew Couture
Hair & Make-up: Jessica K
Décor: Sitting Pretty
Cake: Kanya Hunt
Photography: Koringkriek Photography
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Did Zorgvliet meet all your expectations?

They exceeded our expectations and their
coordinator spoke to me on a daily basis. They were
so professional and well organised. Nothing went
wrong. We decided on an outdoor ceremony just 2
hours before the time and they made it happen with
no trouble at all! Incredible service.

Spectacular backdrops for photos.

Not to mention the beautiful farm, the stunning old
buildings and the majestic mountains. Zorgvliet
is such a spoil and is such a lovely place. Our
photographers were literally spoilt for choice with
magnificent backdrops and could not get enough of
the place.

Your theme?

I wanted a wedding theme that was completely
different. One of the first things we decided on was
the music for our ceremony and we chose the theme
from Jurassic Park played by a string quartet. So, our
theme evolved from that and it became Jurassic Park!

Stunning floral décor.

With our theme being Jurassic Park we planned all
the floral décor at our reception around it – hence the
wild cone-shaped and prehistoric-looking Banksia
Proteas, which fitted the theme absolutely perfectly.
We bought the dinosaurs from the toy section of a
supermarket, spray-painted them and then dotted
them around the décor – there was even one standing
guard at the base of our wedding cake!

How many guests?
We had 80 guests.

Your most unusual or sentimental wedding gift?

My parents gifted us a lovely painting by renowned
South African artist Fiona Ewan Rowett that reminds
me of Hermanus and our wedding proposal.

The best part of your big day?

It was the ceremony. Our Pastor knows us well and
she even travelled to our wedding all the way from
Johannesburg at her own expense. The ceremony
was really very personal and made everyone cry.

Any words for brides-to-be in Covid times?

The day you get married will be blessed and it will be
a perfect day.

Honeymoon?

We originally would have liked to have honeymooned
in Italy, which we obviously couldn’t do because of
the Covid travel restrictions. So we went to the Kruger
Park and Thornybush instead. We are so grateful we
went because I am now expecting, which means we
won’t be able to go there for a while again.
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Add A Touch Of Magic ...
Zorgvliet Wines can be the perfect wedding venue for you, if you want to add a touch of magic
and style to your big day. Seven kilometres outside Stellenbosch, in the heart of the Winelands,
you will find a place of serenity and ultimate beauty.
Zorgvliet Wines Estate
Banghoek Valley
Helshoogte Rd • Stellenbosch, 7600
E: info@zorgvliet.com • P: 021 885 1399

TANIA & DEWET
STRYDOM
A long distance relationship and 3 years of dating culminated in this pretty wedding held at the
Tsekama Wedding Venue in Limpopo.
Tell us about your proposal.

Dewet surprised me with a weekend away at a bush
lodge. He arranged a private game drive - using the
excuse of COVID-19 as to why it was a private game
drive for us only and why other people couldn’t join us.
I obviously believed him and didn’t expect anything!
When the sun started to set, the ranger stopped the
vehicle saying we were going to have sundowners.
At this stage I began to suspect something was up
but I still wasn’t sure. Dewet suggested we take a
photo with the river in the background and the ranger
agreed to take it for us. When we stood and posed
Dewet went down on his knee and popped the big
question! Of course I said YES! The game ranger
then pointed out a huge elephant passing by about
80 metres from us. The elephant stopped, looked at
us as if he was congratulating us and then went on
his way. That was a moment I will never forget.

Tell us why you chose Tsekama as your wedding
venue.

We chose Tsekama as it gave us the best of both
worlds. We wanted a bush wedding but without the
dust and the dirt! Tsekama has perfect lawns around
the dam, but we could still have our photos taken with
the bush setting and wildlife all around.

Accommodation options at Tsekama?

Tsekama has a lot of accommodation for guests on,
around and close by so most of our family and our
bridal party could all stay on the premises and no
guests had to drive too far.

Fun finding your dream dress?

I always had an idea of what type of dress I liked and
wanted and searched the web for Bridal shops for
similar designs or designs that I could picture myself
wearing. I booked at two places and went for fittings.
Although I had one specific dress in mind, I fitted
about 4 or 5 dresses at the first shop. Went to the
second shop and the second dress I fitted was the
one. The style I had in mind all along! I immediately
felt that it was my dress and without hesitation said to
my Mom, sister and mother-in-law “it’s the one’’. I still
have my dress but it is up for sale.
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“We chose Tsekama as it gave us the best of both worlds.”

Venue: Tsekama Wedding Venue, Modimolle, Limpopo – www.tsekama.co.za
Wedding gown: Essence of Australia Collection, Timeless Bridal Couture
Hair: Afterglow, Elmien Dekker
Make up: Beauty Obsession, Cheril-Lee Grobler
Décor: Tsekama
Candles: Candle Lite
Photography: Savannah Greeff Photography
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Interesting choice of shoes?

I grew up on a farm and always had a dream of
owning horses, which I now do. As I couldn’t bring my
horses, I wanted to bring something of that into my
wedding! Those white cowboy boots are incredibly
comfortable and so I could dance in them all night
long too.

Your theme/colour scheme?

I’m not a flowery girl, so I didn’t want to do flowers
at my wedding, but I loved the Boho effect using
Pampas grass. Together with that, I love candles and
the atmosphere it creates. So, my colours were all
natural colours - white, cream, terracotta, rust brown,
etc.

Very big entourage?

Yes, I had 7 girls at my side and 7 men stood beside
Dewet. They are all very special people to us. We
have a special story / relationship with each one of
them.

How many guests?

Luckily we didn’t have to cut down on numbers as
our date fell between two lockdown periods. We had
±120 guests.

What did you do about gifts?

As we already have a house filled with everything
we need, we requested money to put towards our
honeymoon.

Any useful tips for brides-to-be?

Don’t sweat the small stuff. Focus on yourself and
your groom. Take a minute, with just the two of you
alone, to appreciate the day and all the time, effort
and planning that went into it.

Honeymoon?

We didn’t want to chance paying for an overseas trip
and lose our money due to lockdown so we decided
to stay local and had the best honeymoon in the
Grootbrak, Mossel Bay, George, Hartenbos area. It
was the best decision we could have made.
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MICHELLE & HENK
GOOSEN
Choosing a wedding venue offering vendor advice and
a great package including a wedding coordinator, made
planning this small wedding an absolute breeze.

How did you and Henk meet?

Henk and I met at a mutual friend’s Spring Day braai
in 2018 when we were at university. The funny thing is
that we both actually attended the same high school,
but because of our age difference, our paths just
never crossed.

How long did you date before realising Henk was
the man you would marry?
Within the first year of dating I just knew that Henk
was the man I was going to marry one day.

Was your proposal romantic?

Henk took me on a picnic on their farm. He told me
that since he was young he knew the exact spot
where he wanted to propose to his future wife one
day. It was very romantic.

The most difficult part of planning your wedding?

Compiling a guest list with only 50 people present
because of the Covid restrictions. It really was very
difficult to choose only 50 people from our bigger list.
We tried to stick to a maximum of 50 guests and I
think the total was 48 in the end. With regards to the
actual wedding, most of the difficult stuff was handled
by Charlene and Deone at our venue.

Two reasons why you chose the Chez Charlene as
your venue?

From the first viewing of Chez Charlene I knew it was
going to be our wedding venue. I viewed a few other
venues afterwards, but nothing else came close to
comparing with what Chez Charlene had to offer.
The people at Chez Charlene are so friendly, helpful
and very accommodating. Their wedding package
included a wedding co-ordinator.

33 • REAL BRIDES • September 2021

“Nothing came close to
comparing with what Chez
Charlene had to offer.”

Venue: Chez Charlene, Pretoria – www.chezcharlene.co.za
Wedding dress: Theron’s Fashion & Bridal Boutique
Hair: Hair by Dawn
Make up: Nadia Richardson
Flowers: Chez Charlene vendor
Décor: Chez Charlene vendor
Photography: Chez Charlene vendor
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You had a lot of help sourcing your vendors?

It was so helpful being able to use all the vendors
recommended by Chez Charlene. To assist brides,
they have a list of vendors who are all tried and tested
and their prices were acceptable and the services
they provided were excellent.

How easy was it to find your dress?

I knew in my heart the type of wedding dress I wanted
and so went looking at a few bridal shops where I
tried on a few different styles of dresses. However,
the dresses I liked were out of my budget. I asked
around and through a family recommendation I went
to Theron’s Bridal Boutique for a consultation to rather
have my dress designed and specially made. The
designer was very accommodating and went above
and beyond, working with me to make my dream
wedding dress.

Theme/colour scheme?

I went for blush pink, off white and subtle natural
colours.

What were your wedding favours for guests?

Chez Charlene was very accommodating when it
came to the wedding favours, which was a small
bottle of moonshine for each guest. They did not
charge us an additional corkage fee either.

How did you choose your photographer?

The photographer we originally booked unfortunately
cancelled a month before our wedding! But, Chez
Charlene came to the rescue and organised a new
photographer for us, who is from their list of vendors.

Did you follow any of the old wedding traditions?

Something old was my earrings; something new were
my hair accessories and something blue was my
garter.

Bagpiper?

One of our close friends plays the bagpipes and
asked if he could play at our wedding. It
was something else, compared to the normal
wedding march.

Any advice for brides-to-be?

It is your special day, enjoy it and don’t stress about
the little things as everything will sort itself out in the
end.

Honeymoon?

Due to the lockdown restrictions and the travel ban
to most countries because of the Covid pandemic,
we only went away for a long weekend to Pont da Val
on the Vaal River. We hope to eventually be able to
go on a bigger, proper honeymoon once the travel
restrictions are lifted or are hopefully a thing of the
past.
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Top Wedding Venues

It is called Cosmos Country because it is this area that annually explodes with varying pink and white cosmos flowers during autumn, a
breath-taking sight for any visitor.
Although our facilities at Welgelegen Manor are best suited for
smaller groups, we work hard to make sure this special occasion
takes off stress-free, and has the class and luxury elements we pride
ourselves on.

MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY UNFORGETTABLE
Your big day deserves nothing less than to be as perfect as possible, and that is a promise at WELGELEGEN MANOR - in classic
English residential style.
Named the Land of Abundance, Balfour is located south east of
Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve, just off the R23 that leaves the N3
north of Heidelberg and heads into the province of Mpumalanga.
Balfour nestles in a region given over mostly to farms, game farms
and bushveld.
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We further offer professional, flexible and personalised wedding and
function services. Be it a small intimate and romantic weddings to
larger special birthday or anniversary, we are here to assist you in
create a truly unusual and memorable experience just a short drive
from Johannesburg.
The extensive gardens and Manor house are perfect for signature
weddings or small intimate celebrations as a wedding venue near
Johannesburg. This ideal setting accompanied by our exquisite
rooms, superb service and exceptional food will make your special
wedding simply unforgettable.
Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
TOP
venue

Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga

Welgelegen Manor is equally a perfect wedding venue option near
Johannesburg, or as a romantic honeymoon choice for couples
looking to make their new beginnings extra special.
The four suites in the manor house are exceptionally large and
overlook the pool and side rose garden whilst the four suites in the
carriage houses offer two twin suites on the upper level and two
garden suites with entrances to the inner rose courtyard.

After your gourmet dining experience and a day spent exploring the
beautiful sights and scenery the Manor has to offer, we welcome you
into your classic, elegantly perfected accommodation for the night.
All of our luxury accommodation options at the Manor stay true to
Welgelegen Manor’s classic English residential style.

All of our luxury accommodation options at the Manor stay true to
Welgelegen Manor’s classic English residential style. The eight
suites fuse contemporary comfort with the timeless glamour and
heritage associated with this historical property.
Hand-in-hand with the luxury of your rooms and facilities, the
extraordinary dining at Welgelegen Manor is an experience on its
own. Welgelegen Manor’s resident chefs ensure luxury dining
experiences during your stay.
Whether it’s a picnic in a secluded spot on the estate or gardens, a
lavish celebration dinner in the private dining room, or dinner a deux
in your suite, our passionate staff will ensure your meal is a special
experience.

TOP
venue

Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga
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The eight suites fuse contemporary comfort with the timeless
glamour and heritage associated with this historical property. Each
suite offers exceptional grace and comfort with views over the landscaped terraces, pool or rose gardens.
The bathrooms are welcoming and spacious, offering a unique
combination of style and function. The four suites in the manor
house are exceptionally large and overlook the pool and side rose
garden whilst the four suites in the carriage houses offer two twin
suites on the upper level and two garden suites with entrances to
the inner rose courtyard.
The Carriage House Suites (Luxury Suites), the twin suites on the
upper level of the Manor House, offer beautiful views of the grounds.
These rooms accommodate either single beds or a king size bed,
and all rooms have en-suite bathrooms.

Contact us today for more information on booking your escape, your
wedding and conferencing facilities, or about our current specials
and packages. We will tell you how we can help you create the perfect day – we promise to give all our attention to every detail, and
that we will sure that the day goes as smoothly as possible.
Our friendly family of staff at Welgelegen Manor are happy to keep
in touch before your arrival to ensure every detail of your wedding or
getaway is met and perfected.
Welgelegen Manor is situated 30km south of Heidelberg, Gauteng.
Please see our map for more information on the best possible routes
from your side of the country, or contact us directly for assistance.

The Deluxe Garden Suites have the advantage of an entrance to the
inner herb courtyard. These rooms have a king size bed for those
needing some time out and relaxation.
The Manor House Suites (Superior Suites) offer exceptional grace
and comfort with views over the landscaped terraces, pool or rose
gardens. The bathrooms are welcoming and spacious, offering a
unique combination of style and function.
TOP
venue
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Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga

TOP
venue
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SUMARI &
CHRISJAN JANSEN
A wedding venue with a weekend package and
no hidden costs sealed the deal for this lovely
couple.
How did you and Chrisjan meet?

We moved into the same complex and once we ran
into each other we knew there was something special
happening!

How fabulous was your proposal?

We were on holiday in Knysna visiting family. Chrisjan
told me that we were going out that night for a causal
dinner so I wore a hippy sundress seeing as it was
a supposed casual. I even did my make-up in the
car! We went to a boutique hotel called “Head Over
Heels”. After a special couple’s wine tasting with the
most amazing view Chrisjan surprised me by going
down on his knee and proposing while we were
looking out over the spectacular Knysna Heads.

Did you choose your own engagement ring?

I showed Chrisjan what I liked, but it was then
completely his own choice of design.

Many wedding venues in your area?

We looked at so many options, however once we
visited Smitsfield we fell in love with the venue host
and the vibe. It is a weekend wedding venue, so
you are not rushed to make the best memories last
surrounded by the ones you love.

Does Smitsfield have accommodation?

Yes, it had enough accommodation for our close
friends and relatives. We all had a spitbraai together
on the Friday evening, which kicked off the festivities
on the right note.

Rate Smitsfield’s service and give two good reasons
why you would recommend them.
10/10. Everything from start to finish was perfect, and
handled with the outmost professionalism. Also, there
were no hidden costs.
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“ We still have our Zanzibar trip to look forward to.”

Venue: Smitsfield, Ermelo
Dress: Bridal Wardrobe
Hair & make-up: To Be Hair & Make-up
Flowers: Flowerbox
Photographer: Mighty Fine Productions
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Did you enjoy looking for your dress?

I adored it. It was an exciting day that I shall never
forget. I won’t be keeping my dress and will sell it in
due course.

Did you give your bridesmaids gifts?

Yes, when I asked them to be part of my special day
I gifted them with the most amazing macaroons. Also
on the day of the wedding I gave them earrings to
wear.

How did you choose your photographer?

We wanted the photographer and videographer to
work well together. Mighty Fine’s packages just made
sense as they do both things.

Lockdown stress?

No we were blessed even though we were stressed!
From the time we booked the venue and date
everything seemed to come together, this did not
mean we were not stressed at times! With lockdown
and the restrictions constantly changing we could
only trust that things would eventually work out the
way God intended. Once we accepted that we had
no control over what was happening, everything
miraculously worked out perfectly.

Wedding favours for guests?

It was the beginning of Winter so we decided to give
everyone a blanket to keep themselves warm.

Something you will never forget about your big
day?

Chrisjan: For me it was the almost uncontrollable
emotion when standing in the Chapel and realising
that I had found the one my heart had always desired.
Sumari: Our day was cool and windy and my
dress was challenging with the wind! But, once we
approached the chapel the most amazing thing
happened. The wind died down completely until we
said “I do “. Afterwards in the venue the cozy fires
and music kept us warm enough.

First dance song?

Sal Jy Bly by Theuns Jordaan. We tried a medley but
the song we ended up choosing just had the right
beat.

Honeymoon?

This has been a challenge to say the least, but
something we will always remember. The initial idea
was to go to the Oyster Box at Umhlanga Rocks for
a couple of days and then to go back to work until
the mid-year break at Chrisjan’s business and my
school. Unfortunately, lockdown prevented us from
then travelling to Zanzibar as we had wanted to so
instead we visited a couple of places in our own
beautiful country. Two honeymoons later we still have
our Zanzibar trip to look forward to when everything
returns to normal. So we will wait patiently for our
island holiday, hopefully in the not too distant future.
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Real Brides Takes Planning
To Another Level
Real Brides magazine has taken its service to brides-to-be to another level.
VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO
Real Brides launched South Africa’s first Virtual Wedding Expo. Visit the EXPO www.realbrides.co.za
Enter the Real Brides VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO and you will find an audio visual presentation for each Exhibitor
together with a full overview of what they have to offer brides-to-be.
PLUS – You will find a link to take you directly to the Exhibitor’s website.
FULLY MOBILE
The Real Brides VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO is fully mobile. You can view it on your Computer, Tablet or Cellphone.
VISIT OUR VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO
The following advertisers are Exhibitors in the Real Brides Virtual Expo.
To view their audio visual presentations or to visit their websites, click on the links below:

Chez Charlene

Oranje Guest House

Collisheen Estate

Everwood

Haycroft Farm

Welgelegen Manor

Inkwenkwezi

Florence Guest Farm

Tsekama Lodge

Dreyer Engelbrecht Attorneys

Whispering Thorns

Mighty Fine Productions

Neon Productions

Stewart Attorneys

DRene Plunkett Photography

Knowles Husain Lindsay Attorneys

Oakfield Farm

Pheasant Hill

Diep In Die Berg

Slipperfields

Welgelegen Cherry Estate

Prana Lodge

Vredenburg Manor House

@Boshoek

Sugarbush Hill

Daniel West

Eensgezind Function Venue

Mokoya Lodge

Cheerio Gardens

Kuthaba

Ekudeni

The Silver Sixpence

Mooiplaas

The Clarendon

Eden Lassie

Black Horse

Oh So Pretty Planning

Drostdy Hotel

Smitsfield Farm

Klip River Country Estate

Jennifer Mynhardt Attorneys

Zorgvliet Wine Estate

harpNOTED

Oxbow Country Estate

Crystal Brides

Mistico Equestrian Centre

Bell & Blossom

Buccara Wildlife Reserve

Bradbury Lodge

Dunkeld Country And Equestrian Estate

Top Wedding Venues

The stunning Architecturally designed Venue and Lodges, with
luxurious en-suite accommodation for 38 guests - including a
romantic Honeymoon Suite with a beautiful well-appointed Bridal
dressing room, a Micro-Brewery for a Friday night get-together,
and the option of either a forest or Chapel ceremony ensures the
realisation of all your wishes and dreams!
A weekend wedding at The Silver Sixpence gives you exclusive
use of the 300 Hectare Estate – for the weekend - Friday to
Sunday - so you enjoy your wedding for 3 days, not 8 hours!

The Silver Sixpence wedding venue offers you the opportunity to be
part of an exclusive group who have embraced the magic of “The
Silver Sixpence” experience!
Allow yourself to be seduced by the beauty and tranquillity of rolling
grasslands, forests, and lakes – providing you with the perfect
setting for a romantic weekend wedding experience.
The Silver Sixpence Wedding Venue is tucked away in the hills of
the Mpumalanga Highlands, near the popular trout fishing village of
Dullstroom – 2,5 hours from Johannesburg.

The excitement and exhilaration begins the moment you arrive at
The Silver Sixpence – the spectacular natural beauty, along with
the peaceful seclusion and tranquillity of the surroundings allows
you to immerse yourself in the transformation of the estate into your
own personal fairy-tale wedding venue.
Fly-fishing, mountain biking, hiking, bird watching, or relaxing in
front of a log fire - your guests will be spoilt for choice!
To fully appreciate this exceptional environment of beautifully
maintained landscaped gardens, paddocks with Friesian Horses,
trout dams, as well as blue-gum and pine forests, a site-visit is
essential!

TOP
venue
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Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304

Our Microbrewery – The Old Oak Brewery - has proven to be the
perfect “launch pad” on Friday evening for your weekend celebrations and catching up with family and friends. For those cooler
evenings there is a large indoor fireplace as well as an outdoor fire
pit and braai area.

After your ceremony, whilst you are having photographs taken, your
guests can begin to enjoy the mouth-watering cuisine prepared by
our in-house caterer. Canapés and refreshments are served on the
patio and lawn in front of the large outdoor fireplace alongside the
reception hall, and guests can entertain themselves by playing one
of the lawn games, or fly-fishing in the nearby trout dam.

We have a full liquor licence and our own unique craft beer is
available in The Brewery on Friday night – along with our full bar list, At the end of your photo session, the Chapel bell can be rung to
- and, if requested, a keg or two of our craft beer can be available
remind guests they are at a wedding and need to enter the hall for
on Saturday too…(especially during the photo session time) in our
the evening celebrations to begin!
quirky mobile wagon!
Dance the night away under a sparkling galaxy of fairy lights and
On your wedding day, wake up to the sound of birdsong, relaxed in crystal chandeliers in our hall, with the cosy ambience of two large
the knowledge that you are already at your venue and can continue indoor fireplaces.
to enjoy the build-up to that magical moment when you walk down
the aisle – either in the forest or our quaint country chapel!
Hairdressing and makeup in our well-appointed Bridal Dressing
room adds to the excitement of the day!
Every bride is given a sixpence on her wedding day which is to
be placed in her shoe... This age-old tradition ensures prosperity,
health, and happiness for the newly married couple!
Arrive at your ceremony in our beautiful horse drawn carriage, and
say your vows under a canopy of leaves in the forest, or candle
chandeliers in our charming chapel.

TOP
venue

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304
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Our luxurious on-site accommodation (all rooms are en-suite)
ensures that the family and close friends of the bridal couple don’t
have far to walk after the party.
We currently have accommodation for 38 guests, including a
complimentary romantic Honeymoon Suite adjacent to our beautiful
bridal dressing room. All rooms are serviced by our dedicated staff.
Cairnfern Country Lodge, the Manor house, has accommodation
for 8 guests in 4 ensuite rooms, and has a large lounge where
family and friends can relax in front of a large log fireplace before
the festivities get underway. All the bedrooms open up onto a large
veranda overlooking the Friesian horse paddocks.
The Paddocks accommodation (approximately 150m from the
hall) consists of 6 suites – all with fireplaces – and is ideal for
bridesmaids and groomsmen. There are also two lovely rooms
alongside The Brewery – in close proximity to the hall.
The Carriage House – an authentic log cabin – is a cosy romantic
cottage for two guests.
The Highland Suites, our lodge which is situated on top of the
mountain – ideal for pre-wedding photos – accommodates 10
guests in 5 ultra-luxurious suites, each one being a separate unit,
all of them having their own private entrance off a central garden
courtyard and linked via a covered walkway/patio. Each individual
suite has a balcony with magnificent views towards the escarpment,
a small lounge area, fireplace, tea and coffee station, desk, twin
beds, dressing area with dressing table, full bathroom and heated
towel rails.
For outdoor entertaining, there is a braai and wooden deck in front
of the lodge….the deck is built over the edge of the mountain with
magnificent panoramic views! Enjoy an early morning cup of coffee
on your private balcony or on the deck whilst watching the mist
slowly dissipate – anticipating the excitement of the day ahead!
Within an 8km radius, there is accommodation to suit all your guests
– a 4-star hotel, B&B’s, and self-catering cottages.
There are four stocked dams for the fly-fishing enthusiast (stocked
with rainbow trout) – ideal for the men who want to escape from the
wedding preparations for a few hours! For the non-fishermen there
are lovely forest and mountain walks (to a waterfall), or just relax
under the trees or read on the patio!
A memorable wedding weekend celebration at the exclusive Silver
Sixpence wedding venue is a truly magical beginning to your
“Happily-Ever-After”!

TOP
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Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304
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