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One of the most important decisions you will have to make when
planning your wedding is to choose your venue.
Your choice of venue will help determine a multitude of important
factors such as a theme, number of guests, décor, food, drink
and accommodation requirements.

In this edition of Real Brides, we feature and highlight 9 of the
country’s Top Wedding Venues to help you choose.
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There are literally hundreds of venues to choose from countrywide. So, looking for the right place to host your wedding is
time-consuming and can be a difficult task.

To take a VIRTUAL TOUR of these 9 Top Wedding Venues just click on the links below.
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Komati Gorge Lodge
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Buccara
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Bona Dea
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WEDDINGS OF ALL KINDS …
Each bride is unique in her own way and every wedding that we feature in Real
Brides offers something different. There are church weddings, forest and garden
weddings, beach weddings and scaled down intimate lockdown weddings. Each
one of them is beautifully unique. If you’d like to have the opportunity to share
your wedding photos and your unique story with us, send a sample wedding
photo and a list of your service providers to robbyn@topicpublishing.co.za for our
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MARIZAAN & DEHAN
BANTJES
Dehan first caught Marizaan’s eye in Matric but
their love story only began in earnest two years
later.
Tell us about your proposal?

Dehan made the proposal very special. He took
me to B’sorah Tented Camp in Broederstroom
where he proposed on this big rock overlooking the
Magaliesberg. He arranged with the Lodge Manager
to set up a picnic spot on that big rock. After the
proposal we sat and enjoyed a glass of champagne
and a beautiful sunset. A very special moment and a
very big surprise too.

How many venues did you look at and what made
you decide on Tsekama?

We wanted something out in the Bushveld and with
that in mind we drew up a list. Our list comprised
3 Venues that ticked all our boxes but we went to
look at only two of them. We first went to Tsekema
Wedding Venue. We walked in and were treated like
family. They showed us the whole venue, chapel and
the accommodation. I am a very organised person,
so I had my wedding book with all my planning and
pictures with ideas in it and I asked all the questions
we wanted answered. When I showed them our ideas
for the table décor etc. they said – You tell us what
you want and we’ll make it happen. Tsekama also
fitted right into our budget. After seeing Tsekama,
Dehan and I had this feeling of this was the place
to get married. To keep our options open, we visited
the other venue, but we just didn’t get that same
welcoming feeling; they were way over our budget;
and they didn’t offer as much as Tsekama did.

Did Tsekama meet with all your expectations?

Tsekama’s package included everything from the
all the food through to the décor. Marinda, we call
her Tannie Marinda, from Tsekama made my life as
a bride so easy. No stress at all when it came to all
the arrangements before the wedding and on the day
itself. They baked the cake we wanted and the venue
and chapel’s flowers and décor were exactly as we
had planned and asked for.
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“Money spent on
my dress and veil was
worth every cent.”

Venue: Tsekama Wedding Venue, Modimolle – www.tsekama.co.za
Wedding gown: Savoir Faire Bridal Boutique
Hair: Hair by Josh
Make up: Skulpted by Kai
Décor: Tsekama Wedding Venue
Photography: JCS Photography
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Did you enjoy hunting for your dress?

I had only one in mind. Paging through a magazine,
I came across this specific dress. I contacted Hester
from Savoir Faire Bridal Boutique and arranged
a fitting. I chose the package where you may fit
any 5 dresses. I fitted the dress I had in mind first
and after trying that one I knew it was the one. The
dresses are imported and made according to your
measurements. Hester let me know when my dress
was shipped and when it arrived, and was also so
helpful when it came to the alterations. The money
I spent on my dress and veil was worth every cent.

How did you send out your invitations?

Our invitations were done via a website link sent to
all our guests. At first we wanted to do invitations
and deliver them to everyone, like in the old days,
but with Covid-19 we decided to make it safer and to
do everything online. Most of our guests responded
within a week.

Your colour scheme?

Our colour scheme was green, dusty pink and white.

You kept your décor simple?

Our décor was simple but tasteful and we planned it
that way, so that the wedding ‘theme’ fitted the venue
and the surroundings of the game farm.

How many guests?
80.

What did you do about wedding gifts?

We asked for money rather than gifts as we could
use the money on all the little things we still needed
for our home.

The best advice you could give a bride-to-be?

Advice I got from my Mom and my mother-in-law was
to not stress about the little things because no one
else knows what actually needs to happen next or
how things should look.

Honeymoon?

Dehan booked the most romantic honeymoon at
Africa On Foot – deep in the bushveld where we could
do walks with a guide, game drives in the afternoon
with a sundowner and enjoy the sheer beauty of the
bushveld. We then headed to the Kruger National
Park for a few days.
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LORRAINE & LEBOGANG
MATSIELA
This fabulous professional couple met at the
UCT Graduate School of Business and were
connected by a mutual friend.
Your work as a Geologist takes you far from home
so who helped you plan your wedding?
I largely planned the wedding by myself. I’m a fairly
project-oriented person and very particular about
attention to detail. I had a check list of all items and
activities that would make up my entire wedding.
I dedicated at least 2-3 hours a day sourcing
items online or asking married friends to give
recommendations. I would order items online and
with suppliers. I only secured weekend appointments
or alternatively, I would plan the appointments in
advance and take few days off work to be able to see
5-7 suppliers in that time. Using my time efficiently
was very important. Quite a few people however
helped bring my plans to fruition. Chez Charlene
assigned us a wedding coordinator, Deone De
Jongh, who was mainly responsible for introducing
me to different wedding suppliers they work with
and I used most of them. Nqubeko Ndebele was
responsible for all music and entertainment and
Elle Tisane helped coordinate on the day, ensuring
that our families and bridal party were all at the right
place at the right time. I described my vision to Chez
Charlene, Nqubeko and Elle. They all came on board
and lifted a lot of weight off my shoulders.

Why did you choose Chez Charlene?

We considered about 5 wedding venues and loved
the aesthetics of Chez Charlene. It’s modern and
offered the look I wanted. I didn’t have to do much as
it’s stylish on its own. It’s also a one-stop shop - the
chapel and reception all in one place. For me it was
all about convenience and peace of mind.

What worked best on the big day?

Between myself, Deone, Nqubeko and Elle, we
all knew where we needed to be and at what time.
We knew the order of events by heart! We were
all in sync, and even when we needed to change
certain things, it was almost as if we could read each
other’s minds! We were also very fortunate to have
dependable suppliers.

8 • REAL BRIDES • October 2021

“We loved the aesthetics of Chez Charlene.”

Venue: Chez Charlene, Pretoria – www.chezcharlene.co.za
Wedding gown: Bridal Manor
Hair: Sakkie Matlala
Make up: BeautybyOnkgopotse
Party dress: Ryan Keys
Cake: Baker Boys
MC: Divhambele Mbalavhali - Mr Mcee
Wedding Favours: Jack Rabbit
Stationery: Pistachio Designs
Photography & Videography: Photographic d’Art
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Tell us about your dress?

I bought my dress. With an hourglass figure, I went
for a fitted dress with flare, a train and a stunning long
veil. I added straps for bust support.

Party dress for your Reception?

My party dress was designed by Ryan Keys. The
dress was short, beautiful and showed off the fun
side of me. He also designed Lebogang’s suit, the
bridesmaids’ dresses and Mother-of-the-bride dress.

Your theme/colour scheme?

Our theme was Classic Elegance and the colours
chosen were Blush and Navy Blue.

How many guests?
250.

Live music?

The Ultimate Sound by Nqubeko Ndebele. Nqubeko
is a talented Saxophonist. We had an array of
entertainment and this was the focal point of our
wedding. We had a string quartet at the Chapel and
also a Gospel singer. During canapés, there was
Marimba playing and at the Reception, there was a
6-piece live band and a DJ. We ended things off with
a celebrity artist.

Did you choose your own menu?

We chose it with the assistance of the chef at Chez
Charlene. We told him our favourite foods and he
added other creative options.

Any surprises?

My husband’s dancing! Lebogang is generally quite
a reserved person but he took me by surprise. People
say he can dance better than me but I disagree as
I’m the dancer in the family!

Any useful tips for brides-to-be?

Start planning early and tick off the “to do” list so
there’s less pressure towards the end. Choose
dependable suppliers. They can make or break your
wedding, so get references. Envision your wedding
and put it into action.

Honeymoon?

We had planned to go to the Seychelles but couldn’t
because of the travel restrictions. We also didn’t
want to risk getting stuck overseas. At short notice,
our agent arranged an alternative trip down the
Garden Route. We flew to PE then drove and it was
spectacular!
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Top Wedding Venues

Bona Dea Private Estate in the breath-taking “Hemel-enAarde Valley” in Hermanus is hailed as one of the most
dramatic and romantic locations in South Africa. The venue
boasts several awards for Best Wedding Reception Venue,
Best Wedding View, Best Ceremony Finalist and Top 10
Wedding Venues in South Africa.
This remarkable Venue incorporates traditional elements
combined with a bold modern renovation. The ballroom is
suitable for up to 200 guests, with an adjacent bar area, two
cocktail lounges with large fireplaces, and modern restroom
facilities. While most ceremonies are held on the treed
terrace adorned with 20,000 fairy lights, there is an indoor
chapel available too.
All accommodation options are conveniently located,
exceedingly elegant, and yet, remarkably comfortable.
Offering idyllic spaces in which to relax and unwind with
your family or an intimate group of friends, before and after
the celebrations. Dendrobium House, upstairs in the Venue
Complex itself has 3 bedrooms and 2 beautifully appointed
bathrooms, convenient for the bride and her bridesmaids

12 • REAL BRIDES • October 2021

The five-bedroom Mountain Villa a contemporary
architectural masterpiece has room for ten guests.
The entrance to the villa is via a walkway over a
tranquil koi-pond leading into the spacious open-plan
reception area, which is perfect for socialising and has
a 16-seater dining table, lounge and kitchen as well as
a fireplace. Sliding doors lead directly out onto a patio
providing a seamless connection to the great outdoors.
There is a study with a temperature and humidity
control system for your wines. For your convenience,
a scullery and laundry area. The lower level offers a
cosy lounge, fireplace and kitchenette. This leads out
onto a spacious sundeck, a perfect place to soak up
the remarkable scenery while you unwind with comforts
which include a lap pool, jacuzzi and steam room.

TOP
venue

Website: www.bonadea.co.za
Email: gm@bonadea.co.za
Call: +27 (0)28 050 0370
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Olive Cottage consists of two units, sleeps four and two
guests respectively and can be booked separately or
together. The upper level at Olive Cottage has a fully fitted
open-plan kitchen, dining room and lounge area with
an indoor fireplace. There are two bedrooms, one ensuite double and one with two single beds and separate
bathroom each with a bath, shower, basin and toilet. Olive
Cottage - lower level is a one-bedroom (double bed) studio
cottage with a magnificent view. There is a kitchenette and
small lounge. A private under cover braai patio with table
and chairs setup to enjoy the spectacular views. There is a
bedroom with a bathroom which has a bath, double shower,
basin and toilet.
Spectacular celebrations are our business, and we
specialise in bringing your ideas to life. Bona Dea offers a
variety of entertainment spaces and added-value services,
all wrapped into one elegant package. Your perfect yearround, all-weather venue.
Bona Dea is a “must see” award-winning venue. First prize
would be an on-site private viewing and consultation (All
Covid-19 Health & Safety Regulations in place) or book a
VIRTUAL appointment with our expert event planners to
identify your requirements, discuss budget options and
explore our list of professional service providers. Bona Dea
offers convenient terms for postponement, and 100% of your
deposit will be applied as a credit and transferred to your
new date.
All that’s left do is say YES!
Venue videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mr8M2Rkqr5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IE4BPEnH0BM
3 D Virtual Tours
Function Venue::
https://mpembed.com show/?m=fKeAgxj4gtx&mpu=257

Mountain Villa:
Villa https://mpembed.com/show/?m=31HgdGqZWmB&mpu=257

Olive Cottage:
https://mpembed.com/show/?m=nDkWKR1wb5f&mpu=257

TOP
venue
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Website: www.bonadea.co.za
Email: gm@bonadea.co.za
Call: +27 (0)28 050 0370

TOP
venue
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LIZELLE & LOEKIE
NOTHLING
This couple gave love a second chance and chose to
celebrate their union at the gorgeous Vredenburg
Manor House situated near Somerset West.
How did you and Loekie meet?

Loekie and I met way back in 1995, however our lives
went in different directions. Many years later in 2013,
after we both were divorced, we reconnected again
via Facebook. Our relationship grew into a strong
bond and we got engaged after dating for 2 years.

You found the perfect wedding venue?

When searching for the perfect venue, we were
overloaded with advice from friends and family and
we also trawled the internet for guidance. Due to ours
being a second marriage our goal was to find a venue
that would cater for not more than 25 people. The
requirements were that the venue should be intimate,
beautiful and have accommodation for our guests.
We visited and viewed 3 different venues and after
the very warm welcome we received at Vredenburg
Manor House we immediately knew that it would be
the perfect venue for our intimate wedding.

Hands on staff?

From day one when meeting Leon at Vredenburg
Manor House, it was clear that he would have
everything totally under control. They offered the
venue indoors for a meal for our 25 guests and the
chapel in a lovely old wine cellar for our marriage
ceremony. Apart from providing an excellent threecourse meal, the venue also arranged to do all the
flowers and the décor too. Their offerings were way
more than we expected.

Gorgeous accommodation?

Not only the two of us but also our friends and
family had the opportunity to stay in the luxurious
seven bedrooms in the main manor house and
accommodation, all on the premises. An excellent
farewell breakfast was included in the accommodation
and that concluded our stay and a fantastic event all
round.

Perfect hosts?

Leon and Luke were not only the perfect hosts but
their personalities and knowledge insured stressfree wedding planning and coordination. All was
done and handled by them with very little effort from
ourselves.
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“We spent our honeymoon exploring and travelling to several
islands in the Philippines.”

Venue: Vredenburg Manor House, Somerset West – www.vredenburgmanor.co.za
Dress: Bridal Unique
Hair & make-up: Chante Louis
Flowers: Janice America, Vredenburg Manor House
Décor and Food: Vredenburg Manor House
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Catering?

For the catering, a variety of choices were presented
to us and the advice received from Leon was to set
up a perfect three-course meal. We and our guests
were super satisfied with the presentation, the taste
and even more so, the wonderful choice of food.

Flowers?

All flower arrangements were beautifully done by the
sadly now late Janice America of Vredenburg Manor
House and the flowers were organised by them too.
Much of the greenery was actually picked from their
own beautiful and extensive gardens.

Your ceremony?

Being a small wedding held in winter, the ceremony
took place indoors in an old wine cellar converted
into a chapel and the reception was hosted inside the
main dining room in the Manor House. Both are on
the premises and are very conveniently situated not
more than 50 metres apart.

You opted to hire a dress?

I found the hunting for a suitable wedding dress
to be somewhat frustrating. After visiting several
dressmakers with various opinions we finally met the
perfect dressmaker who supplied me with a dress for
hire for my very special occasion.

Your wedding entourage?

Our entourage included our collective children as
well as a brother and a sister. Luckily this was the
easiest choice of the whole occasion.

How many guests?

Just 25 of our nearest and dearest.

Budget-saving tip?

Our advice for budget savings is to arrange an allin-one event incorporating catering, flowers, the
ceremony and the reception all in one place like
Vredenburg Manor House, which turned out to be
absolutely perfect for us.

Any advice for brides-to-be?

Remember that photos are the only memory that
will be left to last forever. A poor photographer can
ruin those memories. Beware of young, low cost and
inexperienced photographers as you really will live
to regret it!

Honeymoon?

Thank goodness our wedding took place before the
Covid pandemic turned the whole world upside down!
We were fortunate to spend our honeymoon exploring
and travelling to several islands in the Philippines.
Our one month backpacking trip strengthened our
relationship too.
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Top Wedding Venues

IN HARMONY WITH NATURE
Throughout history, man has followed the wings of migratory birds
and tracked the hoof-prints of animals to arrive at secret places of
plentiful nourishment, relaxation, peace and beauty.
The initial journey is often the beginning of a long and respectful
relationship between land and culture, flora and fauna, to live in
harmony the way nature intended us to do.
It is a journey such as this that in 1774 the Clifton Estate was
established, and throughout the centuries this special relationship
grew and prospered to become the Buccara Wildlife Reserve
Karoo. While the Buccara brand name is relatively new, it’s derived
from centuries-old journal notes of Marco Polo the Adventurer, as
well as
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the traditional indigenous African name for a “gentleman”.
At Buccara Wildlife Reserve Karoo, we’re proud to honour this
tradition as we do in all of our exclusive destinations throughout
the world.
Situated near Graaff-Reinet, 31 km from Valley of Desolation,
Buccara Wildlife Reserve Karoo features accommodation with a bar,
free private parking, a shared lounge and a garden.

TOP
venue

For more info:
www.buccara-africa.com
Ofﬁce: +27 (0) 40 5550 023

Buccara Wildlife Nature Reserve offers accommodation in a
peaceful coexistence with the land and indigenous culture, wildlife
conservation and ecological awareness.
Buccara Wildlife Reserve features two guest houses (Clifton Manor
House and Clifton Main House) on this lovely estate with a bar, free
private parking, guest lounges with a TV and DStv and a garden
with a swimming pool.
Both houses have communal kitchens and dining areas for guests
who prefer to self-cater. There is also a restaurant on site where
guest can order delicious meals.

This house has five en-suite guest rooms, each overlooking the
beautiful gardens. Each room is equipped with air-conditioning, a
safe for valuable items, a sitting area, a bar fridge, and tea- and
coffee-making facilities. Each en-suite bathroom has a shower and
a bath.
The Clifton Main House is slightly more modern than its historical
neighbour, the manor. This house has an entertainment area with
a full-size snooker table, dating back to 1911 and also offers a
swimming pool, an adjoining spa and braai facilities

The Clifton Manor House is a lovely homestead with large, spacious
rooms looking out onto the majestic lawns surrounding the estate
and gardens.

For more info:
www.buccara-africa.com
Ofﬁce: +27 (0) 40 5550 023

TOP
venue
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The comfortable guest rooms are equipped with air-conditioning, a
TV with selected DStv channels, a sitting area, tea / coffee-making
facilities, a bar fridge and Wi-Fi. Two of the guest rooms each have
an en-suite bathroom with a bath and a shower, and the other two
guest rooms have access to a shared bathroom with a bath and a
shower.
Dining at the onsite restaurant, Buccara is a culinary experience
likened to an event, with homegrown produce and cured fresh
meats prepared and grilled to perfection by our resident Chefs.
Winding down with hand-picked wines, spirits and cigars, reliving
the stories of a beautiful day under the stars in our Monkey Bar.
Buccara Wildlife Reserve offers self-catering accommodation in
two units, the Karoo Manor House and the Karoo Main House just
outside Graaff-Reinet in the Karoo.
The Karoo Manor House has spacious rooms with sweeping views
of the lawns and gardens.
The Manor House offers comfortable accommodation in five
en-suite guest rooms. Each room has air conditioning, a safe, a
seating area, a bar fridge and tea- and coffee-making facilities.
Each en-suite bathroom has a shower and bath.

For more info:
www.buccara-africa.com
Ofﬁce: +27 (0) 40 5550 023

TOP
venue
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The Karoo Manor House has common lounge areas, one with
a TV with selected DStv channels and the other with a fireplace.
There is also a communal dining area and a kitchen. The kitchen
is equipped with a fridge, oven, stove and microwave. There is a
lovely pool perfect for those hot summer days.
The Karoo Main House is more modern than the Manor House.
The house has open living areas that create a tranquil atmosphere
and a 1911 snooker table. There is a swimming pool, an adjacent
spa and braai facilities. Each of our four guest rooms are uniquely
decorated.
Each room has air conditioning, a TV with selected DStv channels,
a seating area, tea- and coffee-making facilities, a bar fridge and
Wi-Fi. Two of the guest rooms have en-suite bathrooms with baths
and showers.

The Buccara Wildlife Reserve is 20 kilometres from Graaf-Reinet
where there are shops and restaurants and is 14.9 kilometres from
the Camdeboo National Park.

For more info:
www.buccara-africa.com
Ofﬁce: +27 (0) 40 5550 023

TOP
venue

The other two rooms share a bathroom with a bath and shower.
There is also a communal kitchen with a dining table, chairs and
comfortable seating areas. The kitchen is equipped with a fridge,
oven, stove and microwave.
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LINDA & ARLO VAN
HEERDEN
This casual wedding was a fun weekend with all
sorts of activities to keep the bridal couple and
their guests entertained.
How did you and Arlo meet?

We met on the first night of my community service
year in Nelspruit. We had a braai on the roof of the
doctor’s quarters where I lived at the time. I remember
Arlo arriving late with this huge Afro! We spoke about
the view and he promised to give me photography
lessons - I’m still waiting!

How romantic was your proposal?

Arlo is not a romantic at all but he caught me totally
off guard! We got engaged during a holiday with my
parents in the Eastern Cape. He made me hike up
a hill after a thunderstorm to see the sunset. He’d
informed my parents that he wanted to propose,
and as soon as I said Yes, they appeared with
champagne!

Your dress?

I set aside two days for dress shopping. I could not
make up my mind between two dresses. The one
was elegant but a little out of my comfort zone with
regards to style and fabric and the other was similar
to what I had in mind. I eventually decided on the
one that made me feel like me. It was important to
be comfortable and not to feel like my dress was
weighing me down.

Hair trials?

I actually forgot about my hair! On the Tuesday
before the wedding I realised that I had not a clue
what I was going to do with my hair or who is going to
do it. Luckily one of our guests is a hairdresser. So,
I popped into her salon and with shock and a little
disapproval she accepted the task!

No entourage?

We decided against having an entourage as we did
not want to spend the whole day getting ready. We
rather wanted to enjoy more time with friends and
family at the venue as we had multiple activities
planned for the morning of the wedding.
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“ I was still on a tube
out on the river an hour
before the ceremony! ”

Venue: Komati Gorge Lodge, Mpumalanga – www.komatigorge.co.za
Wedding Dress: Bridal Manor
Hair: Megan Malan
Make-Up: Sulette Lampbrecht
Photography: Mighty Fine Productions
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Unusual choice of venue?

We were in two minds - big wedding or to elope! Our
requirements for a big wedding was that it should be
a weekend away with our friends and family where we
could enjoy what the venue had to offer. The venue
had to be able to accommodate our guests on or
close by. The venue needed to have multiple activities
to choose from. We wanted a relaxed venue and that
gave a sense of a breakaway weekend from all the
troubles of the past year. Komati Gorge Lodge is a
wildlife reserve between Carolina and Machadodorp
in Mpumalanga and can accommodate 54 people.
They met all our requirements and more. When we
arrived there for the first time, Arlo told me that he was
done looking! Komati Gorge Lodge is also quite close
to our hometown of Nelspruit so it was a no brainer.
Our guests all arrived on the Friday and stayed till
the Sunday and we all enjoyed various activities
during the weekend. I had the photographers and my
mother-in-law in a bit of a panic when I was still on a
tube out on the river an hour before the ceremony,
which was held on a river bend under big acacia
trees!

Your photographers?

I met Lourens and Elsa when I was still in school
and before they started Mighty Fine. Wedding
photography is quite personal as they are with you
most of the day. I wanted someone I knew and liked
and I loved their work. Komati Gorge Lodge has a lot
to offer for your formal photos.

How many guests?

We had 140 guests. Our plan was only 120 but I think
everyone was quite keen for a weekend away after
the stress of 2020.

Tips for brides-to-be?

Make sure you have a friend or family member that
knows your exact vision for the day so that they can
make sure all is to your liking and you don’t have to
stress about it.

Honeymoon?

Arlo surprised me by taking me to the West Coast
and the Cederberg. We spent a wonderful two weeks
hiking, swimming, fishing, kayaking and road tripping
in general.
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LOOK WHAT AWAITS YOU …
A winding river, majestic krantzes and an untouched expanse of 2500 hectares of rolling hills of thorn bushveld and
highveld grassland offers an unparalleled experience to lovers of the great outdoors.
Whether your interest is fishing, bird-watching, wildlife, boating, walking or just relaxing in a beautiful, tranquil setting,
you’ll find all that, and more, at Komati Gorge.
The accommodation varies from the Hotel Suites and 2-sleeper self-catering Leopard units up to a 12-sleeper House.
The Lodge can accommodate a total of 54 guests.
All this awaits you at Komati Gorge Lodge & Wildlife Reserve – one of the most alluring Lodges in Mpumalanga.
Come and experience the joy and tranquillity of Komati Gorge 4 Star Lodge. It is less than three hours from
Johannesburg on the Drakensberg Escarpment in Mpumalanga between Carolina and Machadodorp.

Email: info@komatigorge.co.za
Vox satellite: 087 711 0360 / 087 153 5390

ELLOISE & ANDREW
GRANT
This couple fell in love while working together and
soon realised we were right for each other.
Was your proposal a surprise?

We had been dating for 4 years and had been
discussing spending the rest of our lives together.
We decided that we couldn’t wait anymore and
went engagement ring shopping and had to wait a
couple of days before we could get the ring. One
Friday Andrew secretly went and fetched it from the
jeweller. That night he made an amazing dinner, I
wasn’t suspicious at all. When dinner was done we
sat down to relax on the couch he turned to me and
smiled and pulled the ring out from its hiding place.
He went down on one knee and proposed. Even
though I knew about the ring, it was still a surprise!

How did you settle on a wedding date?

We waited a few months to see what the lockdown
levels would be; we decided on May 2021 and the
planning started from there. It gave us roughly about
3 months to plan.

What did you have in mind when it came to a
venue?

For us the gardens were quite important and the look
and feel of the chapel and reception area. We also
tried to find a venue that was more centralised for
everyone as we had some people travelling to our
wedding from outside the province. Moon & Sixpence
ticked all those boxes. Because the wedding was in
May we got the winter rates, which was a lot more
affordable for us too.

Did your venue meet all your expectations?

Moon & Sixpence met all our expectations. The
customer service is outstanding, and whenever we
had a question about anything, they were helpful. The
gardens were kept neat and, the staff on duty went
out of their way on the day.

Chapel ceremony?

We did consider having an outdoor service because
of Covid but we were concerned about it being
cold. In the end the thatch roof had a nice cosy
atmospheres.
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“I looked at wedding trends and the best colours for Autumn.”

Venue: Moon & Sixpence, Krugersdorp – www.moonandsixpence.co.za
Wedding dress: Bride & Co
Hair: The Hairapist by Kaeley
Make-Up: Makeup by Debi
Photography: Neon Productions
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Tell us about your dress.

It was easy to find as I knew what I wanted. My dress
had to be an A-line, not pure white and it had to have
pockets! I bought my dress from Bride & Co; I had
looked at their online catalogue for quite some time. I
picked out a few dresses and made an appointment
to go for fittings. The first dress I tried on was the right
one for me.

No veil?

I had a great hairstylist who helped and recommended
some ideas. I had one hair trial with her but kept in
touch with her over WhatsApp. In the end, I decided
that the veil would just be too much.

You wear glasses but not for your ceremony &
photos?

I decided not to wear my glasses on my wedding
day. Getting contact lenses specially was too costly
so I opted to go without my glasses for the ceremony
and the formal photos.

How many colours did you consider for your
bridesmaids?

I looked at wedding trends and the best colours for
Autumn. Burgundy is a great Autumn colour and
makes everything feel warm and I was happy with
that choice.

A wedding photographer is all important?

Our photographer was one of the suppliers
recommended by our venue. We had a look at Neon’s
online portfolio and the packages Morgan offered.
The photography style was what we wanted. We then
met her and made our decision.

Covid restrictions in place?

There were a few restrictions. We could have had
more guests during that time but we opted for 50
people just in case the regulations changed again.
We requested everyone to adhere to Covid protocols
and to wear a mask. Curfew was at 11pm.

Your wedding gifts?

We requested cash and not wedding gifts as we
already had so much of everything.

Any advice for brides-to-be?

Remember that the wedding all about you and your
significant other, please do not try to please everyone
attending.

Were you able to go on honeymoon?

Luckily, we were able to go on honeymoon just in time
before the regulations would have changed again.
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The most memorable day of your life is designed with thousands of
details at Moon & Sixpence.
Surround yourself with tranquil gardens, spectacular settings, a choice of two chapels and reception halls,
impeccable service, various décor options to suit your taste and style, outstanding cuisine and stylish
accommodation that will leave a lasting impression.
This romantic and affordable venue can be found tucked away within easy reach of Johannesburg, just
outside Muldersdrift.
A picturesque and perfect countryside venue awaits you - memories that last forever begin at Moon & Sixpence.

Tel: 011 659 7030 | WhatsApp: 061 029 2904 | info@moonandsixpence.co.za | www.moonandsixpence.co.za

AMY & DIRK
KOTZE
This love story began when this couple met at their
local church.
Rate your proposal on a scale of 1 to 10!

20! We went to Cape Town to visit Dirk’s parents and
to celebrate his birthday. The family had planned
to go to a wine estate for cheese and wine tasting
for Dirk’s birthday and we were disappointed that
his Dad couldn’t join us due to a business meeting.
Dirk was very quiet; he said he was just upset about
his Dad not being there as we don’t get to see his
parents very often. The whole family settled in at
our table and then the two of us decided to go and
explore. Unbeknown to me his brother was following
us, taking photos. When we got to the top of a hill,
there was a set up with champagne and glasses and
I immediately told Dirk that we needed to go as we
were intruding on something! He hugged me and
reassured me that I didn’t have to worry about that.
Then he got onto one knee and proposed! The set
up was all for me! I had no idea! He then said “turn
around and look who’s here”. It was my Mom, who’d
flown down to Cape Town to witness the proposal.
Turns out that ‘business meeting’ was his Dad going
to fetch my Mom at the airport!

You couldn’t wait to get married?

Three months after we got engaged and had
completed our pre-marital counselling through our
church, we decided we wanted to get married. Why
wait? And that’s exactly what we did. We had already
gotten to know Lene at Imperfect Perfection very well
and had paid a deposit to have our big ceremony
there in a years’ time - little knowing it would actually
be a 2 year wait! We asked if we could use their
chapel for the ceremony as it would just be Dirk and
I, and our witnesses. So, we said our vows and made
our commitment before God. Marrying the man of my
dreams was such a happy moment.

How long
celebration?

afterwards

was

your

wedding

It was originally meant to be a year but Covid
lockdown regulations changed it to two years! Then
when the celebration was one week away, we had the
‘surprise’ announcement that Gauteng was being put
on an adjusted Level 4 lockdown! It was extended to
two more weeks and then once we went back to
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“Marrying the man of my dreams was such a
happy moment.”

Venue: Imperfect Perfection
Wedding gown: Bridal Manor, Brooklyn
Hair & make-up: Twin Lifestyle
Photography: Little White Ribbon
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to level 3 our venue said that they had the next
weekend available, otherwise we’d have to wait until
October - after already having waited for 2 years! Not
knowing what would happen in October we decided
to grab what we could get and not to wait any
longer. So 2 years after we got married at Imperfect
Perfection, we were back again!

Your hair?

I had cut my hair into a Pixi cut so unfortunately
there wasn’t much hair to work with, nor were there
too many styles to choose from. On the day of my
wedding my hair had grown long enough to figure
out a pretty but elegant style, similar to what I wanted.

Your colour scheme?

Dusty pink, rose gold and a touch of white.

Did your bridesmaids help you choose the colour
they wore?

I decided on the colours and that they would wear
Infinity dresses. I let the girls choose their shoes
and earrings and how they would like to wear their
dresses.

How many guests?

We had around 80 guests but many invitees were
unable to make it at such short notice.

How many guests?
We had 80 guests.

Your first dance song?

We forgot to clip up my dress! What a disaster… it was
almost impossible to dance with my dress catching
under my heels, but I think we managed to convince
our guests that we knew what we were doing! The
song was ‘Love Someone’ by Lukas Graham.

Any tips for sticking to a wedding budget?

Cut down on expensive flowers and make use of local
suppliers!

Honeymoon?

We weren’t able to go on honeymoon after our
wedding due to the travel restrictions but we are on
our way to the Kruger Park this month – and will be
celebrating our 2-year wedding anniversary as well!
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Top Wedding Venues

The stunning Architecturally designed Venue and Lodges, with
luxurious en-suite accommodation for 38 guests - including a
romantic Honeymoon Suite with a beautiful well-appointed Bridal
dressing room, a Micro-Brewery for a Friday night get-together,
and the option of either a forest or Chapel ceremony ensures the
realisation of all your wishes and dreams!
A weekend wedding at The Silver Sixpence gives you exclusive
use of the 300 Hectare Estate – for the weekend - Friday to
Sunday - so you enjoy your wedding for 3 days, not 8 hours!

The Silver Sixpence wedding venue offers you the opportunity to be
part of an exclusive group who have embraced the magic of “The
Silver Sixpence” experience!
Allow yourself to be seduced by the beauty and tranquillity of rolling
grasslands, forests, and lakes – providing you with the perfect
setting for a romantic weekend wedding experience.
The Silver Sixpence Wedding Venue is tucked away in the hills of
the Mpumalanga Highlands, near the popular trout fishing village of
Dullstroom – 2,5 hours from Johannesburg.

The excitement and exhilaration begins the moment you arrive at
The Silver Sixpence – the spectacular natural beauty, along with
the peaceful seclusion and tranquillity of the surroundings allows
you to immerse yourself in the transformation of the estate into your
own personal fairy-tale wedding venue.
Fly-fishing, mountain biking, hiking, bird watching, or relaxing in
front of a log fire - your guests will be spoilt for choice!
To fully appreciate this exceptional environment of beautifully
maintained landscaped gardens, paddocks with Friesian Horses,
trout dams, as well as blue-gum and pine forests, a site-visit is
essential!

TOP
venue
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Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304

Our Microbrewery – The Old Oak Brewery - has proven to be the
perfect “launch pad” on Friday evening for your weekend celebrations and catching up with family and friends. For those cooler
evenings there is a large indoor fireplace as well as an outdoor fire
pit and braai area.

After your ceremony, whilst you are having photographs taken, your
guests can begin to enjoy the mouth-watering cuisine prepared by
our in-house caterer. Canapés and refreshments are served on the
patio and lawn in front of the large outdoor fireplace alongside the
reception hall, and guests can entertain themselves by playing one
of the lawn games, or fly-fishing in the nearby trout dam.

We have a full liquor licence and our own unique craft beer is
available in The Brewery on Friday night – along with our full bar list, At the end of your photo session, the Chapel bell can be rung to
- and, if requested, a keg or two of our craft beer can be available
remind guests they are at a wedding and need to enter the hall for
on Saturday too…(especially during the photo session time) in our
the evening celebrations to begin!
quirky mobile wagon!
Dance the night away under a sparkling galaxy of fairy lights and
On your wedding day, wake up to the sound of birdsong, relaxed in crystal chandeliers in our hall, with the cosy ambience of two large
the knowledge that you are already at your venue and can continue indoor fireplaces.
to enjoy the build-up to that magical moment when you walk down
the aisle – either in the forest or our quaint country chapel!
Hairdressing and makeup in our well-appointed Bridal Dressing
room adds to the excitement of the day!
Every bride is given a sixpence on her wedding day which is to
be placed in her shoe... This age-old tradition ensures prosperity,
health, and happiness for the newly married couple!
Arrive at your ceremony in our beautiful horse drawn carriage, and
say your vows under a canopy of leaves in the forest, or candle
chandeliers in our charming chapel.

TOP
venue

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304
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Our luxurious on-site accommodation (all rooms are en-suite)
ensures that the family and close friends of the bridal couple don’t
have far to walk after the party.
We currently have accommodation for 38 guests, including a
complimentary romantic Honeymoon Suite adjacent to our beautiful
bridal dressing room. All rooms are serviced by our dedicated staff.
Cairnfern Country Lodge, the Manor house, has accommodation
for 8 guests in 4 ensuite rooms, and has a large lounge where
family and friends can relax in front of a large log fireplace before
the festivities get underway. All the bedrooms open up onto a large
veranda overlooking the Friesian horse paddocks.
The Paddocks accommodation (approximately 150m from the
hall) consists of 6 suites – all with fireplaces – and is ideal for
bridesmaids and groomsmen. There are also two lovely rooms
alongside The Brewery – in close proximity to the hall.
The Carriage House – an authentic log cabin – is a cosy romantic
cottage for two guests.
The Highland Suites, our lodge which is situated on top of the
mountain – ideal for pre-wedding photos – accommodates 10
guests in 5 ultra-luxurious suites, each one being a separate unit,
all of them having their own private entrance off a central garden
courtyard and linked via a covered walkway/patio. Each individual
suite has a balcony with magnificent views towards the escarpment,
a small lounge area, fireplace, tea and coffee station, desk, twin
beds, dressing area with dressing table, full bathroom and heated
towel rails.
For outdoor entertaining, there is a braai and wooden deck in front
of the lodge….the deck is built over the edge of the mountain with
magnificent panoramic views! Enjoy an early morning cup of coffee
on your private balcony or on the deck whilst watching the mist
slowly dissipate – anticipating the excitement of the day ahead!
Within an 8km radius, there is accommodation to suit all your guests
– a 4-star hotel, B&B’s, and self-catering cottages.
There are four stocked dams for the fly-fishing enthusiast (stocked
with rainbow trout) – ideal for the men who want to escape from the
wedding preparations for a few hours! For the non-fishermen there
are lovely forest and mountain walks (to a waterfall), or just relax
under the trees or read on the patio!
A memorable wedding weekend celebration at the exclusive Silver
Sixpence wedding venue is a truly magical beginning to your
“Happily-Ever-After”!

TOP
venue

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304
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TOP
venue
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Top Wedding Venues

It is called Cosmos Country because it is this area that annually explodes with varying pink and white cosmos flowers during autumn, a
breath-taking sight for any visitor.
Although our facilities at Welgelegen Manor are best suited for
smaller groups, we work hard to make sure this special occasion
takes off stress-free, and has the class and luxury elements we pride
ourselves on.

MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY UNFORGETTABLE
Your big day deserves nothing less than to be as perfect as possible, and that is a promise at WELGELEGEN MANOR - in classic
English residential style.
Named the Land of Abundance, Balfour is located south east of
Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve, just off the R23 that leaves the N3
north of Heidelberg and heads into the province of Mpumalanga.
Balfour nestles in a region given over mostly to farms, game farms
and bushveld.

We further offer professional, flexible and personalised wedding and
function services. Be it a small intimate and romantic weddings to
larger special birthday or anniversary, we are here to assist you in
create a truly unusual and memorable experience just a short drive
from Johannesburg.
The extensive gardens and Manor house are perfect for signature
weddings or small intimate celebrations as a wedding venue near
Johannesburg. This ideal setting accompanied by our exquisite
rooms, superb service and exceptional food will make your special
wedding simply unforgettable.
Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
TOP
venue

Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga
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Welgelegen Manor is equally a perfect wedding venue option near
Johannesburg, or as a romantic honeymoon choice for couples
looking to make their new beginnings extra special.
The four suites in the manor house are exceptionally large and
overlook the pool and side rose garden whilst the four suites in the
carriage houses offer two twin suites on the upper level and two
garden suites with entrances to the inner rose courtyard.

After your gourmet dining experience and a day spent exploring the
beautiful sights and scenery the Manor has to offer, we welcome you
into your classic, elegantly perfected accommodation for the night.
All of our luxury accommodation options at the Manor stay true to
Welgelegen Manor’s classic English residential style.

All of our luxury accommodation options at the Manor stay true to
Welgelegen Manor’s classic English residential style. The eight
suites fuse contemporary comfort with the timeless glamour and
heritage associated with this historical property.
Hand-in-hand with the luxury of your rooms and facilities, the
extraordinary dining at Welgelegen Manor is an experience on its
own. Welgelegen Manor’s resident chefs ensure luxury dining
experiences during your stay.
Whether it’s a picnic in a secluded spot on the estate or gardens, a
lavish celebration dinner in the private dining room, or dinner a deux
in your suite, our passionate staff will ensure your meal is a special
experience.
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TOP
venue

Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga

The eight suites fuse contemporary comfort with the timeless
glamour and heritage associated with this historical property. Each
suite offers exceptional grace and comfort with views over the landscaped terraces, pool or rose gardens.
The bathrooms are welcoming and spacious, offering a unique
combination of style and function. The four suites in the manor
house are exceptionally large and overlook the pool and side rose
garden whilst the four suites in the carriage houses offer two twin
suites on the upper level and two garden suites with entrances to
the inner rose courtyard.
The Carriage House Suites (Luxury Suites), the twin suites on the
upper level of the Manor House, offer beautiful views of the grounds.
These rooms accommodate either single beds or a king size bed,
and all rooms have en-suite bathrooms.

Contact us today for more information on booking your escape, your
wedding and conferencing facilities, or about our current specials
and packages. We will tell you how we can help you create the perfect day – we promise to give all our attention to every detail, and
that we will sure that the day goes as smoothly as possible.
Our friendly family of staff at Welgelegen Manor are happy to keep
in touch before your arrival to ensure every detail of your wedding or
getaway is met and perfected.
Welgelegen Manor is situated 30km south of Heidelberg, Gauteng.
Please see our map for more information on the best possible routes
from your side of the country, or contact us directly for assistance.

The Deluxe Garden Suites have the advantage of an entrance to the
inner herb courtyard. These rooms have a king size bed for those
needing some time out and relaxation.
The Manor House Suites (Superior Suites) offer exceptional grace
and comfort with views over the landscaped terraces, pool or rose
gardens. The bathrooms are welcoming and spacious, offering a
unique combination of style and function.
TOP
venue

Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga
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TOP
venue
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