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Take A Virtual Tour Of Some
Top Wedding Venues
One of the most important decisions you will have to make when
planning your wedding is to choose your venue.
Your choice of venue will help determine a multitude of important
factors such as a theme, number of guests, décor, food, drink
and accommodation requirements.

In this edition of Real Brides, we feature and highlight 9 of the
country’s Top Wedding Venues to help you choose.

TOP
venue

There are literally hundreds of venues to choose from countrywide. So, looking for the right place to host your wedding is
time-consuming and can be a difficult task.

To take a VIRTUAL TOUR of these 9 Top Wedding Venues just click on the links below.

Chez Charlene
Tsekama
Vredenburg Manor House
Komati Gorge Lodge
Moon and Sixpence
Buccara
The Silver Sixpence
Welgelegen Manor

Bona Dea
VISIT OUR VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO
Also don’t forget to visit the Real Brides Virtual Wedding Expo - https://realbrides.co.za/exhibition-floor-plan/
At the Real Brides VIRTUAL WEDDING EXPO and you will find an audio visual presentation for each Exhibitor
together with a full overview of what they have to offer brides-to-be.
PLUS – You will find a link to take you directly to the Exhibitor’s website
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WEDDINGS OF ALL KINDS …
Each bride is unique in her own way and every wedding that we feature in Real
Brides offers something different. There are church weddings, forest and garden
weddings, beach weddings and scaled down intimate lockdown weddings. Each
one of them is beautifully unique. If you’d like to have the opportunity to share
your wedding photos and your unique story with us, send a sample wedding
photo and a list of your service providers to robbyn@topicpublishing.co.za for our
consideration. Visit our website www.realbrides.co.za

DANIELLA & TIAGO
AMARAL
This couple have been together for nearly a decade and
their lovely wedding was a celebration of pure love.

Unexpected proposal?

Completely unexpected. We had spoken about
getting engaged but I had no idea when it was
coming. Tiago planned the whole occasion without
me suspecting a thing. He set everything up with the
words ‘MARRY ME’ as a back-drop. I was then blindfolded and when I took it off, all I saw was Tiago,
on one knee, with a ring box in his hand. Before he
could even ask the question, I shouted YES! and ran
towards him!

The most difficult part of planning your wedding?

Covid was definitely a challenge. We were initially
supposed to get married on 31 July but due to the
lockdown level, we decided to postpone to 28 August.
Although it was not a long postponement, having to
get everything realigned again was a nightmare. It
was however really smooth sailing.

What made Benvenuti stand out as a venue?

Tiago and I always knew that we wanted to get
married at the Maronite Catholic Church we have
both attended for many years. Due to Covid limiting
the time we had available, we knew distanced venues
were out. We did some research and came across
Benvenuti. We went to have a look and as we got out
the car to walk into the venue, we both said, ‘This is
the one!’.

Did you get involved in the décor set up?

I was involved with the choice of the type of décor I
wanted but did not actually do it myself. Benvenuti
assisted with all our décor, but they were also always
mindful of everything I wanted to ensure my vision
came to life. Everything looked absolutely beautiful.

Fun hunting for a wedding dress?

One of the highlights of the wedding process! I knew
what I liked, which helped narrow things down. I fell in
love with a mock-dress at a boutique, but there were
a few things I wanted changed. We then ordered the
dress, which was imported from the UK. Having my
dress sorted 7 months before the wedding was the
best feeling ever!
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“Use the day to fall in love with your groom all over again.”

Venue: Benvenuti Wedding and Function Venue, Klipriver- www.
benvenuti.co.za
Wedding gown: Morilee (Madeline Gardner)
Hair & make-up: Ana Makeup Artistry
Photography: ChilliPix
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How many guests?

A Portuguese wedding always calls for an abnormally
big wedding! We initially had nearly 300 people on
our guest list, but had to narrow that down due to
Covid. Many overseas friends and family were
however unable to attend due to travel restrictions
and we ended up with 180 guests.

The top 3 moments of your big day?

1. The moment I said ‘I DO’ to the man I had wanted
to marry for the last 10 years! 2. Revealing myself
in my wedding dress to my Dad and my brother. 3.
We convinced our Bridal Party to do a dance as we
entered the venue. We absolutely nailed the routine
and had so much fun. A great way to get the crowd
going!

Any “oh no” moments?

The ‘oh-no’ moments always turned into ‘oh-wow’
moments. Due to time restrictions, we had our
ceremony at 11am. My bridesmaids and I had to
start getting ready at 4am - a definite ‘oh-no’ moment.
But, once we arrived at the venue the coffee started
flowing and the music was pumping, and it definitely
turned that ‘oh-no’ moment into a ‘oh-wow, this is
actually happening’ moment!

Any handy tips for brides-to-be?

Having a timeline is absolutely crucial. Don’t sweat
the small stuff - it isn’t worth the stress. Covid put this
into perspective and it’s a great life lesson to have
learnt. There are so many bigger things to worry
about. Do a reveal to someone close to you. I rate
the reveal to my brother and my father in the Top 3
Most Special Moments of my life. Use the day to fall in
love with your groom all over again. Being consumed
by the whole day’s adventures and emotions, you
often forget to check-in with your groom. Make a
conscious effort to have moments that only you two
will remember.

Honeymoon?

Our dream was a Caribbean cruise which
unfortunately Covid did not allow. We then decided
to go to the Maldives. If you ever thought that Heaven
on Earth does not exist … think again!
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Benvenuti Wedding & Function Venue is situated in Garthdale, Klipriver and consists
of various halls suitable for weddings of all sizes.
Our halls and conference rooms are all close to each other, creating an easy flow to
your function. A Roman theme and extensive use of columns create an Italian feel.
Our gardens are crammed with spectacular features for relaxing and create
interesting backdrops for wedding photos.
Benvenuti can accommodate 250 for Chapel weddings and up to 700 for a garden
wedding or main reception hall ceremony.
When you book with us, you get the exclusive use of the entire Venue, which includes
a beautiful chapel, breath-taking gardens and impressive reception hall.
Together with our partners, we can offer a one-stop service for all types of weddings
and functions.
We offer an elegant country setting with easy access from the East Rand, near West
Rand and the Northern and Southern areas of Gauteng.
16 Heidelberg Road Garthdale, Kliprivier Gauteng | 011 903 8631 or 082 782 1184 | info@benvenuti.co.za | www.benvenuti .co.za

ELHAAM & YA-SIN
LANDERS
This couple share their fascinating Islamic
wedding held at the gorgeous Vredenburg Manor
House, who pulled out all the stops to make it a
very special day.
How did you two meet?

Ya-Sin and I have known each other since our
childhood years and in his late adolescent years he
became friends with my brother and later asked his
permission to ask for my cellphone number. On my
mother’s sick bed in hospital in 2013 she beckoned
Ya-Sin closer and gave him a very trusting look as
she couldn’t speak at the time. He broke down in
tears on our way home from the hospital and that is
when I knew that I was going to marry him.

Was it difficult to find a venue to accommodate
your cultural needs?

Not really. We looked for venues who could
accommodate our desires and theme and Leon and
Luke from Vredenburg Manor House were so open to
anything new. They were very accommodating to our
cultural needs and it was the first Muslim wedding
they’d ever hosted.

What did Vredenburg Manor House offer and
provide?

They went an extra mile with absolutely everything.
If they didn’t have what we wanted or needed, they
went out and purchased them. They even went as
far as having new carpets installed for the nikkah
(signing of the marriage contract) as a surprise for us.

Describe your ceremonial attire for the nikkah.

My gold, beaded, full raw silk skirt and fitted bellsleeved peplum jacket with matching Turkish
headgear, which included a tiara, was hired from GQ
Bridal. Ya-Sin wore his new white salaah top with his
uncle’s gold embroidered cloak and headgear.

Who helped you get dressed?

The lady from GQ Bridal, from whom I hired my attire,
helped me get dressed. My matching headgear and
make-up was inclusive.
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“ We had our photoshoot done in the lovely gardens
surrounding Vredenburg Manor House.”

Venue: Vredenburg Manor House, Somerset West – www.vredenburgmanor.co.za
Make-up: GQ Bridal
Formal outfit: GQ Bridal
Reception dress: GQ Bridal
Flowers & décor: Mrs Landers/Vredenburg Manor House
Photography: Captured by Nadia (Nadia & Faghrie Coenraad)
Catering: Mrs Landers
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Briefly explain the order of proceedings.

The nikkah was attended by mostly family members
where I was part of the ceremony although, as is
cultural tradition, the ladies and I were separate from
the men. My brother was my wakil/representative
trustee during the ceremony. (A marriage contract is
signed here.)

Breakfast followed the nikkah?

Savoury and sweet finger foods were served for
breakfast with a choice of coffee, tea and juice.

What happened after that?

I then changed into my white bridal gown and Ya-Sin
changed into his suit and then we had our photoshoot
done in the lovely gardens surrounding Vredenburg
Manor House. The reception took place afterwards.

Your white bridal outfit?

I had decided on a long sleeved dress from the start,
although it is a requirement to keep attire modest. My
headgear was changed too and the tiara replaced
with a fresh flower crown of blushing brides as it fitted
in well with the flowers of the day. My pretty bouquet,
was dominated by a King Protea. All the flowers were
supplied by Mrs Landers and tastefully arranged by
Vredenburg Manor House.

Only one bridesmaid?

Yes, she is my best friend Shannen Daniels and she
was with me all the time

Did your guests attend both parts of the day?

Yes, the nikkah was attended mostly by family and for
the reception we catered for 100 people made up of
family and friends.

Any special food requirements for the reception?

Not really, as our Mom (Mrs Landers) was our
wedding planner. Certain things were done by
Vredenburg Manor House staff but the main courses
and desserts were outsourced.

Any special attendees?

Not really, our Sheikh performed our ceremony as he
is the person from our mosque authorized to do so.

Did you use the lovely accommodation at
Vredenburg Manor House?

Yes, myself and my bridesmaid Shannen stayed over
at the venue the night before and got dressed there
on the wedding day. My husband and I stayed over in
the lovely bridal suite on the night of wedding.

Sum up your experience at Vredenburg Manor
House.
It was just awesome. Would recommend it to any
couple who want to get married in style and be
accommodated by the best service providers ever.
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Top Wedding Venues

AN EXCEPTIONAL COUNTRY HOTEL
Toadbury Hall has established itself as one of Gauteng’s
finest country hotels of choice for life’s celebrations and
special occasions - with continued focus on exclusivity.
We are a mere 20-minute drive from both Johannesburg
and Pretoria and within a 5-minute drive of the Lanseria
International Airport.
Toadbury Hall prides itself on hosting creating lasting
memories for all our guests.
We offer discerning guests the versatility of so much to
choose from, be it a celebration of a memorable wedding
or a special occasion in our Banquet Hall, a corporate
business meeting or team build in our Conference Centre
or a leisurely weekend outing at our fine dining Bijou
Restaurant or more informal Otter’s Deli, Badger’s Boma or
Wildwood Brasserie.
Toadbury Country Hotel may just be the perfect function
venue for your important event. Whether you are looking to
celebrate an engagement, bachelorette party, adventure
bachelor’s party, anniversary, baby shower, important
birthday or memorial service in our chapel, Toadbury Hall
has so much to choose from.
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For weddings we offer three options:
• Contemporary outdoor picnic weddings
• Elegant fine dining weddings
• Intimate weddings
For your ceremony you can choose from:
• Toad Chapel - a beautiful and quaint, old English-style
chapel set in a tranquil garden setting
• Rose Chapel - a romantic outdoor venue surrounded
by lush rose and lavender gardens
Our reception options are:
• Toad Hall - the estate’s main banqueting hall provides
a blend of charm and elegance
• Rose Gardens - a romantic outdoor venue surrounded
by luscious rose and lavender gardens
• WildWood Island & Riverside Chapel - a perfect 5-star
romantic setting for an outdoor ceremony
• Wildwood Gardens & Deck - a romantic outdoor
venue out on the lawns or on the deck alongside the
river
TOP
venue

Website: www,toadbury.co.za
Email: cro@thatco.co.za
Call: 011 568 2734

We invite you to stay in our five-star hotel.
Choose from five executive suites and five standard suites.
Each suite is exquisitely furnished with a Queen size bed.
Since your luxury and comfort is important to us, our guests
can look forward to top quality linen and fluffy towels.
Your comfort is therefore ensured. For your convenience
there is a mini bar and coffee station in your room. Relax in
the lounge area and catch up on some DSTV.
Large en-suite bathrooms with a bath and a spacious
shower ensure comfort. There is under-floor heating and
fireplaces in selected suites. As, above all, we care about
your possessions, each suite is also equipped with a digital
safe.
Our relaxed, country-style atmosphere, offers diners the
option to choose between Bijou Restaurant, Otter’s Deli,
Badger’s Boma and the Wildwood Brasserie. They provide a
vibrant dining atmosphere for every occasion from breakfast
to late-night cocktails. Expect fine dining, classical dishes
and avant-garde cuisine.
Bijou Restaurant caters for that fine dining experience.
This flagship restaurant boasts beautifully manicured
expansive gardens with sunset vistas, a platform for avantgarde cuisine featuring classical dishes with a focus on
seasonality and local provenance. Each dish boasts high
quality ingredients and is beautifully presented with locally
sourced and produced premium South African wines. Bijou
Restaurant is open for lunch and dinner, afternoon snacks
and cocktails.
Otter’s Deli offers an all year round casual country-side
setting with a beautiful outdoor deck overlooking lush
gardens and majestic lakes. Otter’s Deli is a great place
for breakfast, tapas treats or gourmet burgers and salads.
Perfect for that contemporary, delectable outdoor picnic,
keeping with the tradition of elegance and fine dining and
adding in the element of a casual lifestyle. Toadbury Hall’s
famous Gourmet Picnic Baskets are all freshly prepared
from Otter’s Deli.

TOP
venue

Website: www,toadbury.co.za
Email: cro@thatco.co.za
Call: 011 568 2734
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This country style, open deck Wildwood Brasserie
overlooks the Crocodile River with a warm, relaxed and
welcoming ambience. We serve craft beers, handcrafted
cocktails, boutique wines, and culinary delights at a
reasonable price. Wildwood welcomes foodies, winos, and
beer geeks looking for that Gastropub experience. Sit back
and enjoy the quiet murmur of the river and watch the sun
rise or set either from the deck or from a picturesque picnic
spot along the banks of the river.
Badger’s Boma is a unique outdoor area under the
African stars where special tribal dining experiences are
hosted. Feel at one with nature in an African boma where
bonfires are lit to create that an unforgettable ambiance.
Badger’s is the perfect place to experience that true African
Braai “Barbeque”. Celebrate, relax and enjoy hearty food
prepared by our chefs on open coals.
Our team is available to discuss your picnic, hotel,
dining, wedding, conference, team building or function
requirements.
Arrange your true country experience today at Toadbury
Hall one of Gauteng’s finest country hotels of choice.
Plot 64, Beyers Naude Ext. Elandsdrift
T: 010 593 7523

Central Reservations:

E: cro@thatco.co.za | T: 011 568 2734

TOP
venue
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Website: www,toadbury.co.za
Email: cro@thatco.co.za
Call: 011 568 2734

TOP
venue
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IZOLDE & BRETT
ELLIS
Bona Dea Private Estate, situated in the breathtaking Hemel-en-Aarde Valley near Hermanus,
was the gorgeous venue chosen for this wedding.
How did you and Brett meet?

Brett and I both lived in the same apartment building;
kept bumping into each other and started chatting.
One evening he finally asked me if I wanted to join
him on a sunset walk … the rest is history!

Was your proposal a surprise?

It wasn’t a complete surprise as we had talked about
it and Brett asked me what kind of ring I would like if
marriage was on the cards. So, I knew it was going
to happen sometime. We got engaged on 1 March at
sunrise on the rocks at Camps Bay. It was magical just the two of us, the ocean and two coffees!

How long did you have to plan your wedding?

The first date we chose was the 26 September 2020,
but with all the uncertainty around Covid-19, we
decided to move it to 24 April 2021. At one stage
we even considered elopement as it seemed easier
- especially with all the restrictions and regulations!
But, our dream was to have a celebration with our
closest family and friends!

You found your venue on the internet?

We looked at quite a few (+-8). In my search an
advert for Bona Dea popped up and I watched a
video clip of the venue. It gave me goose bumps!
I called Brett over to have a look and we decided to
make an appointment to view Bona Dea.

Your main reason for choosing Bona Dea?

We chose Bona Dea because we liked what we saw
and it catered to all our needs - we wanted a unique
and elegant venue; a beautiful quiet setting with
spectacular vistas; hosting for all circumstances e.g.
weather, small or large groups; accommodation on
the premises or close by etc. What finally sold us was
the energy and ambiance of Bona Dea. The whole
journey there, from entering the gates and driving
up to the main house was just breath-taking! Upon
arrival we received a very warm welcome from the
staff - friendly, professional, and hospitable. There
was a sense of pride and they treated us like royalty!
Bona Dea’s Rina De Wet was my personal wedding
planner, and I couldn’t have wished for anyone better,
she is simply amazing!
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“We chose Bona Dea because they met all our needs.”

Venue: Bona Dea Private Estate, Hermanus, Western Cape – www.bonadea.co.za
Wedding gown: D’Vida Exclusive Designs
Hair: Sarah Pearson & Rene Haarhoff
Make-up: Anri Powell, Ace Models
Décor & flowers: Jacqui & Sarah, Aloha Interiors
Catering: Zest Catering - Beaumont Wines
Photography: Monette Grobler Photography
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Your dress?

My dress was made by D’Vida - a very talented
designer and dressmaker. She immediately grasped
the vision I had in my head and transformed it into a
masterpiece!

Outdoor ceremony?

Dusty pink, rose gold and a touch of white.

Did your bridesmaids help you choose the colour
they wore?

Brett and I both love the outdoors, and we have a
deep appreciation for nature so outdoors was first
prize for both of us. We also wanted to make the most
of the beautiful surroundings and the weather allowed
us to have the perfect outdoor ceremony.

Sabrage is a tradition at Bona Dea weddings?

Sabrage is a very special tradition at Bona Dea! It
is a technique of dramatically opening a champagne
bottle using a sabre. The groom performs this
ceremonial act to announce the celebration after the
ceremony. Brett elegantly nailed it! He did practise
a bit…shhh!

Many flowers off the Bona Dea farm?

We used a lot of Penny gum (Eucalyptus cinerea)
and other greenery from Bona Dea. The main flowers
were King and Pink proteas & white roses, but
unfortunately these were not in full bloom on the farm
at the time so we outsourced the proteas and white
roses.

How many guests?

We invited 60 and ended up with 48 guests. Although
we would have loved to have all invited guests with
us, we were grateful for the ones who were able to
attend. They were from all over South Africa, which
made it all the more special as we hadn’t seen many
of them for a long time.

Your first dance song?

We danced to Ed Sheeran’s Kiss Me.

Honeymoon?

We kept it local and spent a week at the beautiful
Mosaic Private Nature Reserve on the Hermanus
Lagoon. It was wonderful. The attention to detail was
extraordinary. Highly recommended!
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Top Wedding Venues

The stunning Architecturally designed Venue and Lodges, with
luxurious en-suite accommodation for 38 guests - including a
romantic Honeymoon Suite with a beautiful well-appointed Bridal
dressing room, a Micro-Brewery for a Friday night get-together,
and the option of either a forest or Chapel ceremony ensures the
realisation of all your wishes and dreams!
A weekend wedding at The Silver Sixpence gives you exclusive
use of the 300 Hectare Estate – for the weekend - Friday to
Sunday - so you enjoy your wedding for 3 days, not 8 hours!

The Silver Sixpence wedding venue offers you the opportunity to be
part of an exclusive group who have embraced the magic of “The
Silver Sixpence” experience!
Allow yourself to be seduced by the beauty and tranquillity of rolling
grasslands, forests, and lakes – providing you with the perfect
setting for a romantic weekend wedding experience.
The Silver Sixpence Wedding Venue is tucked away in the hills of
the Mpumalanga Highlands, near the popular trout fishing village of
Dullstroom – 2,5 hours from Johannesburg.

The excitement and exhilaration begins the moment you arrive at
The Silver Sixpence – the spectacular natural beauty, along with
the peaceful seclusion and tranquillity of the surroundings allows
you to immerse yourself in the transformation of the estate into your
own personal fairy-tale wedding venue.
Fly-fishing, mountain biking, hiking, bird watching, or relaxing in
front of a log fire - your guests will be spoilt for choice!
To fully appreciate this exceptional environment of beautifully
maintained landscaped gardens, paddocks with Friesian Horses,
trout dams, as well as blue-gum and pine forests, a site-visit is
essential!

TOP
venue
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Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304

Our Microbrewery – The Old Oak Brewery - has proven to be the
perfect “launch pad” on Friday evening for your weekend celebrations and catching up with family and friends. For those cooler
evenings there is a large indoor fireplace as well as an outdoor fire
pit and braai area.

After your ceremony, whilst you are having photographs taken, your
guests can begin to enjoy the mouth-watering cuisine prepared by
our in-house caterer. Canapés and refreshments are served on the
patio and lawn in front of the large outdoor fireplace alongside the
reception hall, and guests can entertain themselves by playing one
of the lawn games, or fly-fishing in the nearby trout dam.

We have a full liquor licence and our own unique craft beer is
available in The Brewery on Friday night – along with our full bar list, At the end of your photo session, the Chapel bell can be rung to
- and, if requested, a keg or two of our craft beer can be available
remind guests they are at a wedding and need to enter the hall for
on Saturday too…(especially during the photo session time) in our
the evening celebrations to begin!
quirky mobile wagon!
Dance the night away under a sparkling galaxy of fairy lights and
On your wedding day, wake up to the sound of birdsong, relaxed in crystal chandeliers in our hall, with the cosy ambience of two large
the knowledge that you are already at your venue and can continue indoor fireplaces.
to enjoy the build-up to that magical moment when you walk down
the aisle – either in the forest or our quaint country chapel!
Hairdressing and makeup in our well-appointed Bridal Dressing
room adds to the excitement of the day!
Every bride is given a sixpence on her wedding day which is to
be placed in her shoe... This age-old tradition ensures prosperity,
health, and happiness for the newly married couple!
Arrive at your ceremony in our beautiful horse drawn carriage, and
say your vows under a canopy of leaves in the forest, or candle
chandeliers in our charming chapel.

TOP
venue

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304
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Our luxurious on-site accommodation (all rooms are en-suite)
ensures that the family and close friends of the bridal couple don’t
have far to walk after the party.
We currently have accommodation for 38 guests, including a
complimentary romantic Honeymoon Suite adjacent to our beautiful
bridal dressing room. All rooms are serviced by our dedicated staff.
Cairnfern Country Lodge, the Manor house, has accommodation
for 8 guests in 4 ensuite rooms, and has a large lounge where
family and friends can relax in front of a large log fireplace before
the festivities get underway. All the bedrooms open up onto a large
veranda overlooking the Friesian horse paddocks.
The Paddocks accommodation (approximately 150m from the
hall) consists of 6 suites – all with fireplaces – and is ideal for
bridesmaids and groomsmen. There are also two lovely rooms
alongside The Brewery – in close proximity to the hall.
The Carriage House – an authentic log cabin – is a cosy romantic
cottage for two guests.
The Highland Suites, our lodge which is situated on top of the
mountain – ideal for pre-wedding photos – accommodates 10
guests in 5 ultra-luxurious suites, each one being a separate unit,
all of them having their own private entrance off a central garden
courtyard and linked via a covered walkway/patio. Each individual
suite has a balcony with magnificent views towards the escarpment,
a small lounge area, fireplace, tea and coffee station, desk, twin
beds, dressing area with dressing table, full bathroom and heated
towel rails.
For outdoor entertaining, there is a braai and wooden deck in front
of the lodge….the deck is built over the edge of the mountain with
magnificent panoramic views! Enjoy an early morning cup of coffee
on your private balcony or on the deck whilst watching the mist
slowly dissipate – anticipating the excitement of the day ahead!
Within an 8km radius, there is accommodation to suit all your guests
– a 4-star hotel, B&B’s, and self-catering cottages.
There are four stocked dams for the fly-fishing enthusiast (stocked
with rainbow trout) – ideal for the men who want to escape from the
wedding preparations for a few hours! For the non-fishermen there
are lovely forest and mountain walks (to a waterfall), or just relax
under the trees or read on the patio!
A memorable wedding weekend celebration at the exclusive Silver
Sixpence wedding venue is a truly magical beginning to your
“Happily-Ever-After”!

TOP
venue

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za
Call: 082 557 3304

22 • REAL BRIDES • November 2021

TOP
venue
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TAMARYN & WILLEM
SLIEKER
A Valentine’s Day lunch date sealed this couple’s union.
Your love story?

I fell madly in love with Willem from the day we met
on my orientation day at college, studying Game
Ranging, Wildlife and Lodge Management. The first
and second year students all stood up to introduce
themselves and of the class of around 30 students,
Willem was the only one I remembered! I found
him on Facebook; we began chatting and instantly
clicked! He then asked me to join him and a friend
for a Valentine’s Day lunch. I accepted and my Dad
graciously offered to drop me off, fashionably late!
Willem walked me to our table where he had put a
teddy bear for me as a Valentine’s gift. I was also
pleasantly surprised when he told me that it would
just be the two of us.

Was your proposal unexpected?

We travelled to Nelspruit for my graduation and I
noticed that Willem was acting quite strangely and
I had my suspicions! After my graduation ceremony,
we all went to a restaurant for a celebratory dinner
and Willem ordered champagne - supposedly to
celebrate my graduation. Our families chanted for
Willem to make a speech. He stood up and began
talking about our journey through college and how
much he appreciated all the love and support. Before
I knew it, he was down on one knee, with tears in his
eyes. He pulled out an adorable little elephant teddy
with the most beautiful ring around it’s trunk. It was
one of the happiest moments of my life.

How long did you have to plan your wedding?

Unfortunately, we had to postpone our wedding
a couple of times due to the pandemic. We were
engaged for a little over 5 years. Everything was
good to go until the national lockdown but everything
eventually went as planned.

Choosing your venue was easy?

It was quite easy to get my wedding planned as I
knew exactly what I wanted and had started planning
over a year in advance. I really enjoyed the planning
and the Inkwenkwezi team was just fantastic in
making sure my day went off without a hitch.
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“We just can’t get enough of the outdoor life.”

Venue: Inkwenkwezi Private Game Reserve, East London – www.
inkwenkwezi.com
Wedding gown: Juliana Gouws, Fairytales Designs
Hair: Ernald, New Image Unisex Salon
Make-up: Nicky Due
Cake: Bronwyn, Bee’s Cupcake Corner
Flowers: Flowers by Sarah May Floral Art
Décor set up: Inkwenkwezi
Photography: Anine Koch Photography
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Your wedding gown?

One of the main things that I wanted was a tie up
corset at the back to limit unnecessary stress
worrying if my dress would fit or not! I had looked at
hundreds of gowns on the internet and decided to
have my dress custom made to the design I had in
my mind.

Cowboy boots?

Cowboy boots were the first thing I thought of - before
I even thought of a wedding dress! They brought out
my personality and my love of the outdoors and …
they’re comfortable!

No entourage?

No. We decided on just the two of us for a more
intimate ceremony.

What were you thinking as you walked down the
aisle?

So many thoughts flew through my mind and then I
saw Willem and the only thing I could think of was that
I couldn’t wait to spend the rest of my life with him.

Your theme/colour scheme?

I went for a very rustic setting with greenery, white
flowers, and the natural wood-look of the venue.

How many guests?

Close friends and family totalling 34.

Wedding favours?

We supported one of our local craftsmen who made
us small beaded African animals, which we placed
at every setting for our guests. We also had a large
wooden clock face made for our guests to sign. This
will be the centre wall piece in our home, surrounded
by our wedding photos.

Advice for brides-to-be?

There are so many hours involved in planning and so
many details on your mind. Just forget it all and focus
on enjoying every moment of your big day.

Honeymoon?

We spent a week at the Hluhluwe Umfolozi Game
Reserve.

26 • REAL BRIDES • November 2021

Weddings at Inkwenkwezi Private Game
Reserve are as romantic and unique as the
Wild Coast itself; as unforgettable as the
love that brings you together.
Contemporary and yet authentically African, our perfectly-appointed
venue is the ideal mix of wild beauty and modern comfort.
Game Reserve
30 kms from East London
• Weddings • Functions • Conferences
Tel 043 734 3234 / Fax 043 734 3888
PO Box 236, Kwelera, 5259
E-mail: marketing@inkwenkwezi.co.za
Website: www.inkwenkwezi.com
Please watch our latest video on You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zXO6P6ssOE
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/inkwenkwezi.reserveec/

DIMAKATSO & MacDONALD
MBELLE
Promises of a white wedding, held a few years
after her traditional wedding, came to fruition
for this bride and she chose Chez Charlene as the
venue to make her dream come true.

How did you and MacDonald meet?

MacDonald and I met in 2005 at church as church
members. Then a year later in 2006 my youth leader
left church because of work and then later had to
relocate to Port Elizabeth for work purposes. In
December 2014 however he came back, and it was
love at first sight. We didn’t really date for all that long
but we both knew that we had loved each other going
back many years. Then he proposed to me in mid2015.

Was there a traditional side to your marriage?

Yes, there was. We got married traditionally in April
2016 at our homes in Soshanguve.

How long did you have to plan your white wedding?

I always said that I wanted to have a white wedding,
so after our traditional wedding held in 2016
MacDonald promised me a white wedding on one
of our anniversaries. When we saw that our 5th year
anniversary was approaching, we started planning
for it. But, because of the Covid lockdowns and
restrictions we didn’t know if we would succeed. So,
we stopped planning during the first lockdown, and
later resumed with the planning 6 months before our
anniversary. So the planning for our white wedding
at Chez Charlene took place over a period of about
6 months.

You chose an amazing wedding venue?

Chez Charlene is an elegant and beautiful venue.
The first time I saw it was back in 2012 at a friend’s
wedding. I loved the place and I told myself that this
would one day be the venue to host my dream white
wedding.
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“At Chez Charlene they really pay attention to detail.”

Venue: Chez Charlene, Pretoria. www.chezcharlene.co.za
Wedding gown: MX Creations
Hair: Jabulile Mvubu
Make up: Drey, The Make-up Artist
Flowers & décor: Chez Charlene
DJ: DJ Fish
Cake: Baker Boys
Photography: Show24Weddings
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What did you like most about Chez Charlene?

At Chez Charlene they really pay attention to detail,
and they are really professional and know exactly
what they are doing. When we got together for our
very first meeting they just took one look at me and
knew exactly what would suit me. I explained my
dream to Deone and Charlene and they turned it
into a reality. We used most of Chez Charlene’s
recommended service providers, except for the
photographers and the DJ.

Tell us about your dresses?

Thinking about it now, I can only but laugh! I had my
dress made and few days before the wedding, on
Friday 26 March, I went to check on the dress and I
was not at all happy with it! The next day I spoke to
my husband about my dress and as I was unhappy
he called Moss Mkhatshwa from MX Creations and
we went and found the dress I was to wear for the
matrimonial. But, because I had already paid for a
dress from the first company we thought we’d wait
for it to be delivered and see. Maybe it wouldn’t be
as bad as I thought? But, on the Wednesday the
original dress arrived and my fears were confirmed,
it was terrible! So on that same Wednesday we went
back to MX Creations and I got my reception dress.
Both dresses needed some alterations and they were
safely delivered on the morning of my white wedding
day.

Your colour scheme?

The main colours for the wedding were Rose Gold
and white.

Bridesmaids choose their own dresses?
No, I chose them.

How many guests?

We had 150 guests.

What do you think worked best on your big day?

Everything worked out so well. We did get a bit
behind on time at one stage but we managed to
catch up and Chez Charlene’s coordinator Deone
outdid herself, she was the star of the day.

Did you go on honeymoon?

No we didn’t. We had planned a honeymoon but had
to cancel it as I unfortunately got sick immediately
after our wedding. God willing, we will go next year –
maybe on the same day that we got married.
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SULINE & KOBUS
TERBLANCHÉ
This couple met on a blind date set up by friends who
thought they would be a perfect match as they were
both from the Platteland and living in Johannesburg.
The rest is history.
Unexpected proposal?

Kobus and I had been dating for 3 years when we
realised we should probably get married! So, I
knew we were going to get engaged but just didn’t
know how or when. I’d always wanted to go to the
Drakensburg and Kobus booked a weekend away
before my 30th birthday. He took me on a hike and
proposed on top of the Sphinx mountain. I was
surprised when he went down on one knee on what
literally felt like being on top of the world!

The most difficult part of planning?

I grew up in Graaff-Reinet and had always wanted
to get married in my home town. 6 months before
our wedding, Kobus’s Mom, who had been fighting
cancer but was in remission, was diagnosed with
Stage 4 breast cancer. It was the most stressful time.
I really did not know if our dream wedding would go
ahead. Luckily everything went well and his Mom was
able to attend the wedding to see her only child get
married.

Why did you choose Buccara as your wedding
venue?

Most of our guests came from Johannesburg and
some from overseas and we wanted them all to
experience true Karoo hospitality that only a place
as beautiful as Buccara can offer. Buccara has
something truly magical about it. It worked out
perfectly for our intimate wedding. To this day our
guests still talk about the beautiful venue. I guess
the privacy and the quietness of the Karoo stays with
everyone who visits it.

Did Buccara meet all your expectations?

They did indeed. They went out of their way to ensure
our wedding day was unforgettable and spectacular.
The staff made sure the venue was in perfect condition
and nothing was ever too much effort for them.
Buccara has the most beautiful accommodation and
many of our guests booked an overnight stay so they
could enjoy the wedding party till late.
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“To this day our guests still talk about the beautiful venue.”

Venue: Buccara Wildlife Reserve, Karoo – www.buccara-africa.com
Dress: Loca Bridal, Port Elizabeth
Make-up: iMakeup by Tanya Deysel
Hair: Juanitha Muller, A Cut above the Rest
Photography: Niki M Photography
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Your wedding dress?

I went dress-shopping with my Mom, sister
(bridesmaid) and lifelong friend, Katharin, my Maidof-Honour. I described what style/colour dress I was
looking for and they brought out 7 dresses. Funnily
enough, I initially said no to the dress I eventually
chose because I did not like the shoulders. I was
persuaded to just try it on. I did, and after fitting the
6 others, fell in love with the ‘’shoulder’’ dress and it
was to be the one!

You are a photographer, so how did you choose
your wedding photographer?

It was a daunting task, but I found Niki M and just
loved her style. She is such a creative being and
made us enjoy every moment of taking wedding
pictures.

Unforgettable moment?

Kobus and I paid for the wedding ourselves and spent
many hours of hard work planning and making sure
we stuck to our budget. Nothing beats the feeling of
being debt free after your wedding.

Flowers?

I wanted a dusty pink colour scheme. I love the King
Protea and wanted to keep the flowers as simple
and as close to the Karoo as possible. It was also
extremely hot on our wedding day, so we needed
hardy flowers.

How many guests?
92.

Songs for your walk down the aisle and first dance?
I walked down the aisle to the very traditional
Mendelssohn’s Wedding March and our first dance
song was Johan C Venter’s Oë Soos Pêrels – chosen
by Kobus!

Any advice for brides-to-be?

My wedding day experience was everything but what
I thought it would be! If I could do it all over again,
I would probably elope! Plan the big day for you
and your husband-to-be. Don’t worry about outside
elements as there will always be something!

Honeymoon?

We had a magical 12-day honeymoon in Thailand.
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IN HARMONY WITH NATURE
Throughout history, man has
followed the wings of migratory
birds and tracked the hoof-prints
of animals to arrive at secret
places of plentiful nourishment,
relaxation, peace and beauty.
The initial journey is often the
beginning of a long and respectful
relationship between land and
culture, flora and fauna, to live in
harmony the way nature intended
us to do.
The Clifton Estate was established
in 1774, and through the centuries
this special relationship grew and
prospered to become the Buccara
Wildlife Reserve Karoo.
Situated near Graaff-Reinet, 31
km from the Valley of Desolation,
Buccara Wildlife Reserve Karoo
features outstanding amenities
in
a
peaceful
coexistence
with the land and indigenous
culture, wildlife conservation and
ecological awareness.
www.buccara-africa.com
Office: +27 (0) 40 5550 023

Top Wedding Venues

It is called Cosmos Country because it is this area that annually explodes with varying pink and white cosmos flowers during autumn, a
breath-taking sight for any visitor.
Although our facilities at Welgelegen Manor are best suited for
smaller groups, we work hard to make sure this special occasion
takes off stress-free, and has the class and luxury elements we pride
ourselves on.

MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY UNFORGETTABLE
Your big day deserves nothing less than to be as perfect as possible, and that is a promise at WELGELEGEN MANOR - in classic
English residential style.
Named the Land of Abundance, Balfour is located south east of
Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve, just off the R23 that leaves the N3
north of Heidelberg and heads into the province of Mpumalanga.
Balfour nestles in a region given over mostly to farms, game farms
and bushveld.
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We further offer professional, flexible and personalised wedding and
function services. Be it a small intimate and romantic weddings to
larger special birthday or anniversary, we are here to assist you in
create a truly unusual and memorable experience just a short drive
from Johannesburg.
The extensive gardens and Manor house are perfect for signature
weddings or small intimate celebrations as a wedding venue near
Johannesburg. This ideal setting accompanied by our exquisite
rooms, superb service and exceptional food will make your special
wedding simply unforgettable.
Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
TOP
venue

Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga

Welgelegen Manor is equally a perfect wedding venue option near
Johannesburg, or as a romantic honeymoon choice for couples
looking to make their new beginnings extra special.
The four suites in the manor house are exceptionally large and
overlook the pool and side rose garden whilst the four suites in the
carriage houses offer two twin suites on the upper level and two
garden suites with entrances to the inner rose courtyard.

After your gourmet dining experience and a day spent exploring the
beautiful sights and scenery the Manor has to offer, we welcome you
into your classic, elegantly perfected accommodation for the night.
All of our luxury accommodation options at the Manor stay true to
Welgelegen Manor’s classic English residential style.

All of our luxury accommodation options at the Manor stay true to
Welgelegen Manor’s classic English residential style. The eight
suites fuse contemporary comfort with the timeless glamour and
heritage associated with this historical property.
Hand-in-hand with the luxury of your rooms and facilities, the
extraordinary dining at Welgelegen Manor is an experience on its
own. Welgelegen Manor’s resident chefs ensure luxury dining
experiences during your stay.
Whether it’s a picnic in a secluded spot on the estate or gardens, a
lavish celebration dinner in the private dining room, or dinner a deux
in your suite, our passionate staff will ensure your meal is a special
experience.

TOP
venue

Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga
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The eight suites fuse contemporary comfort with the timeless
glamour and heritage associated with this historical property. Each
suite offers exceptional grace and comfort with views over the landscaped terraces, pool or rose gardens.
The bathrooms are welcoming and spacious, offering a unique
combination of style and function. The four suites in the manor
house are exceptionally large and overlook the pool and side rose
garden whilst the four suites in the carriage houses offer two twin
suites on the upper level and two garden suites with entrances to
the inner rose courtyard.
The Carriage House Suites (Luxury Suites), the twin suites on the
upper level of the Manor House, offer beautiful views of the grounds.
These rooms accommodate either single beds or a king size bed,
and all rooms have en-suite bathrooms.

Contact us today for more information on booking your escape, your
wedding and conferencing facilities, or about our current specials
and packages. We will tell you how we can help you create the perfect day – we promise to give all our attention to every detail, and
that we will sure that the day goes as smoothly as possible.
Our friendly family of staff at Welgelegen Manor are happy to keep
in touch before your arrival to ensure every detail of your wedding or
getaway is met and perfected.
Welgelegen Manor is situated 30km south of Heidelberg, Gauteng.
Please see our map for more information on the best possible routes
from your side of the country, or contact us directly for assistance.

The Deluxe Garden Suites have the advantage of an entrance to the
inner herb courtyard. These rooms have a king size bed for those
needing some time out and relaxation.
The Manor House Suites (Superior Suites) offer exceptional grace
and comfort with views over the landscaped terraces, pool or rose
gardens. The bathrooms are welcoming and spacious, offering a
unique combination of style and function.
TOP
venue
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Tel: +27(0)17 773 9000
Fax: +27(0)17 773 9001
Cell: +27(0)83 281 1706
Email: info@welgelegenmanor.co.za
Physical Address: Farm Rietbult , R51 /
Balfour Road, Balfour,Mpumalanga

TOP
venue
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ESMARALDA &
SHANE KLOECK
This cute couple share a love of the great
outdoors and the Tsekama Lodge Wedding
Venue near Modimolle ticked all the right boxes
for them.
How did you and Shane meet?

We met 8 years ago at our current work place, a
lodge in the Madikwe Game Reserve. Coffee dates
slowly turned into romantic sundowners in the bush!

Was your proposal a romantic surprise?

It was a big surprise. After being together for 5
years, I’d stopped wondering when it would happen!
We travelled to Europe in 2019 and everyone said
it would happen then but didn’t think Shane would
travel to Europe with a diamond in his pocket! But,
on our last stop in Italy on the Amalfi Coast (already
romantic enough), we went for a walk on the beach
and then along a large pier overlooking the sea.
When I turned around, Shane was on one knee. I got
such a fright, I told him to get up! It was the most
perfect time and place.

What did you look for when it came to a wedding
venue?

We love the outdoors and Nature and wanted a
venue in the Bushveld. Shane wanted the ceremony
held under a tree and I wanted the reception every
girl dreams about. When I saw the reception area
alongside the dam, I was sold. On walking on a bit
further, Shane saw the big Marula tree, and we knew
that it was the right place. We even chose a month
(May) we knew there would be little chance of rain so
that we could have an outdoor ceremony.

Was accommodation at the venue a factor?

Without a doubt. We had family and friends from all
over and it gave us one less thing to stress about.

Did Tsekama meet all your expectations?

Tsekama met all my expectations and more. They
really know how to turn a dream and picture ideas
into reality. All I had to do was send them photos of
what I wanted. It was picture perfect.
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“A relationship is a like a plant, you have to water it
if you want it to survive.”

Venue: Tsekama Lodge Wedding Venue, Modimolle – www.tsekama.co.za
Wedding gown: House Vermasu
Hair & make-u: Salon Amelia
Flowers & Décor: Tsekama
Photography: Gareth Digital Photography
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What do Tsekama offer?

Tsekama offer an amazing all-inclusive package,
from flowers and flower arrangements to food and
décor. This was a dream come true for us. Being in
the hospitality industry we knew that time wouldn’t be
on our side.

You had your dress made?

I am very short and couldn’t find what I was looking
for so, I had my dress made and it was the best
decision I could have made. I loved the process, and
was always so excited for my fittings. Within just two
fittings, the dress was perfect.

How did you choose your bridal entourage?

My Mom and I always said that my wedding would be
like the movie 27 Dresses - all the brides I have been
a bridesmaid for would stand beside me! So, it was
easy; my sister Mariaan was my Maid-of-Honour and
my bridesmaids were my best friend Margery and my
sister-in-laws Wendy and Savannah. My flower girl
was my niece Dianne, who I’d formed a strong bond
with.

Did you do any hair trials?

I went for a hair and make-up trial, and was happy
first time around.

How many guests?

We originally invited just over 100 people. Then Covid
happened and we had to postpone our wedding! We
were fortunate the wedding happened just before
the third Covid wave but a good number of people
cancelled and we eventually celebrated our day with
about 70 guests.

Wedding favours?

I am a firm believer that a relationship is a like a
plant, you have to water it if you want it to survive. We
planted a bonsai as our Unity and used Spekbooms
as our wedding favours to remind our guests that love
grows when you water it!

Any tips for brides-to-be?

This is your big day, the only opinions that count are
yours and your future husbands. Don’t try to make
everyone else happy.

Honeymoon?

It was a surprise. My only request was a game
reserve I had never been to. Shane took me to the
Nambiti Game Reserve and then to Kilburn Private
Game Farm in the Drakensberg. Both lodges went
out of their way to make it romantically unforgettable
for us.
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