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Your wedding will be one of 
the most memorable days of 
your life.

There is the opportunity to 
make occasion even more 
special by having your 
wedding featured in the Real 
Brides magazine.

In planning your wedding 
one of the most important 
decisions is the choice of your 
venue.

Your choice of venue will help 
you determine a multitude 
of important factors such as 
a theme, number of guests, 
decor, food and drink and 
accommodation requirements.

But it may also decide if your 
wedding is featured is Real 
Brides

A list of the country’s Top 
Wedding Venues have 
entered into associate 
agreements with Real Brides 
to feature their brides in Real 
Brides

The result is that If you choose 
any of the venues below for 
your wedding then your wed-
ding will be considered for 
featuring in Real Brides
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Visit our website!
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ATTENTION ALL BRIDES-TO-BE
VENUE LIST
The venues that provide this wonderful 
opportunity for all their brides are:

Tsekama: Marinda - 082 416 2363

Vredenburg: Leon – 021 842 3264

The Silver Sixpence: Lesley – 082 557 3304

Inkwenkwezi: Tamaryn – 043 734 3234

Collisheen: Wayne – 032 815 1107

Pheasant Hills: Pieter – 012 941 1724

Dullstroom Country Weddings:  Nixi – 074 

405 0910

Oakfields: Carl – 011 933 3464

Morgan Bay: Jackie – 043 841 1062

Jasmine Hills: Suraya - 084 460 0700

Fairview: Marinda – 083 488 3885

NOTE: In this issue you will find
•  full overview of the above venues
• A link to a virtual tour of the venues

So if you want to add to the memories of your 
big day by having your wedding featured in 
Real Brides then look no further than the list of 
venues above for your big day.

CONTENTS

Make your big day even more special



To watch video- CLICK HERE

https://youtu.be/I5KcJfUAdg0
https://youtu.be/I5KcJfUAdg0


ANASTASIA AND 
BRANDON 

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, Forever!

Tell us about how he proposed?
It was a cute intimate proposal at my mother in laws 
home.

2 years ago, on my birthday - 17 January 2021 I was 
told we would be going for a photoshoot so I should 
dress up for the occasion (I was already suspicious 
as my husband hates taking photos). 

When we arrived at the house I was told to go upstairs 
and to put on a blindfold.

My mother-in-law then walked me down the stairs 
and out to the pool area where I took off the blindfold 
and there he was on one knee, there were roses and 
balloons everywhere. It was lovely to have both of our 
families there to witness this special moment.

Tell us about why you chose your venue?
Initially I was looking for a venue that would 
accommodate a small wedding of 50-60 guests, as 
many venues can only accommodate weddings of 80 
people and above. 

Another important factor was that it would be central 
for all our guests (as they were coming from all 
around Gauteng) and that they could drive home if 
they chose not to stay the night.

My mom had sent me a few venue options, with 
Pheasant Hill being one of them, it ended up being 
the first and only venue I viewed.

I visited Pheasant Hill in October 2021, and I knew 
it would be our wedding venue straight away. Their 
beautiful gardens with the brightest and most colourful 
flowers definitely helped me make my decision.
We met with Pieter who showed us around, we then 
booked our wedding day for the 29th of October 
2022 that same day.

The flowers, food, decor, and the DJ was all supplied 
by Pheasant Hill which was another reason why it 
was a no brainer to go with this exquisite French style 
venue, not having to deal with many different vendors 
really made my life much easier in the planning 
process as well as on the day.
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“Overall, our Pheasant Hill experience was an 
incredible one”

Flowers, decor food & DJ: Pheasant Hill.
Photography & videography: Heidimari photography

Photo booth: Selfie cube
Hair: Lindeza hair and beauty 

Makeup: makeup by Teagan
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I see that they have now built an amphitheatre 
behind the chapel, which was done about a month 
after our wedding, I think we should have a redo 
of the wedding just to have that in our photos! It is 
absolutely stunning.

Overall, our Pheasant Hill experience was an 
incredible one, the food was delicious, and the 
hospitality was world class. We look forward to going 
back there in the future for our wedding anniversary 
celebrations.

How did the planning go and how long did it take?
The planning started around 6 months before the 
wedding, I met with Pieter and for a few hours we 
discussed absolutely every detail of the wedding day 
from food to flowers and decor. I was quite prepared 
with ideas and photos of how I wanted the day to look.
The months after that we kept in touch to make sure 
that all was on track until we met again about a week 
before the big day.

It was smooth sailing from there, Pieter knew exactly 
what I wanted and brought my vision to life on the 
day. 

I was utterly surprised that absolutely everything went 
according to plan on the day as everyone told me 
prior that there will always be something that doesn’t 
go as planned.

What do you both like doing for Valentine’s day?
On Valentine’s Day we usually go out for dinner, we 
keep it low key as everyday should be Valentine’s 
Day when you are with the right person, but a nice 
dinner and a chance to dress up doesn’t hurt. 

Who were your photographers?
Our photography and videography were done 
by the lovely Heidi and Terrence from Heidimari 
Photography.

Did you go on honeymoon and where?
We have not gone on honeymoon yet due to work 
commitments, but we will be going to the Maldives 
in April.
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To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here

https://youtu.be/-h_ehGggdOc
https://youtu.be/-h_ehGggdOc
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JANCO THOMPSON 
DANÉ MC IVOR-THOMPSON 

Meant to be 

Tell us how he proposed?
I kind of suspected something when Janco told 
me one morning that we are going away for the 
weekend. I immediately started smiling. We went to 
Whispering pines and that Saturday afternoon with a 
lovely picnic, he asked for my hand. Shame he was 
so eager that he popped the question while the place 
was still setting the picnic up. 

How did you choose your venue?
One December afternoon my husband and I went 
to the driving range outside Collisheen, he lives for 
golf. While he was hitting golf balls I started looking 
around and saw Collisheen. We both thought that it is 
a beautiful place to have a wedding. My aunts, uncle 
and brother went to look at the venue in January, 
seeing as we stay in Mpumalanga, and just with the 
videos we both fell in love. We chose it because of 
the big open “stoep” for the reception and the chapel 
which has a stunning window looking out at all the 
greenery. Everything is on the same grounds and it 
makes for a lovely intimate wedding. We also heard 
from other people that the food was outstanding, 
which was a huge positive.

Who helped with all the planning?
My aunt, Janco and I planned the wedding together. 
She was so well organized and made sure that we 
were keeping on track with the schedule. She was 
our rock during the whole time, without her, we 
wouldn’t have had the least stressful day of our lives. 
My bridesmaid were so shocked to see how calm I 
was on the day of the wedding and it was all thanks 
to my aunt. 

What do you like to do for Valentine’s day?
We love getting take out and sitting on the floor eating 
the food by our coffee table with our favorite series of 
movie playing. 

Who were your photographers?
Rebecca Rottcher was our photographer. 
She is outstanding, so calm and easy to connect with. 
We had the most fun during our photos because she 
made us feel comfortable and at ease. 

Did you go on honemoon?
We went to Knysna and Plettenberg baai. It was 
our first time there. It is beautiful there and would 
definitely go back there.



“We both thought that it 
is a beautiful place to have a 
wedding.”

Decor and flowers : Penny Trytsman - For The Table
Cake:  Candy Bowers - She Bakes

DJ: Anthony Fox - I do music KZN
Hair and Makeup: Candice Matthee - Blush Makeup 

Dress and jewelry: Bridal Wardrobe 
Collisheen: Tae-marie Hulett - Orchid House
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To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here

https://realbrides.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Collesheen-Final-Cut-3-Optimized.mp4
https://realbrides.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Collesheen-Final-Cut-3-Optimized.mp4
https://realbrides.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Collesheen-Final-Cut-3-Optimized.mp4


 

The Morgan Bay Hotel Established in 1946 , is a newly 
renovated, third-generation, family-run hotel.

Situated a short 45 minute drive from East London 
along the Wild Coast of South Africa and nestled 
between a mile of unspoilt beach and breathtaking 
cliffs, you will be spoilt for choice on ways to spend 
your day.

Morgan Bay is a place for the incurable romantic and 
is fast becoming a favourite beach wedding venue in 
the Eastern Cape. The mile-long beach, ocean and 
majestic cliffs create a breathtaking backdrop to the 
most romantic of wedding ceremonies.

Our air conditioned venue, with beautiful parquet floors 
and elegant down lights, can easily be transformed into 
your dream wedding reception We offer three stunning 
options for your ceremony depending on the style you 
ultimately prefer.

You are welcome to set up on the grassy terraces in 
front of The Venue, where you will have a sea view with 
waves rolling in and out as you say your vows – Chairs 
will need to be hired for your own account.

Alternatively, St Peter’s is a quaint church situated in 
Kei Mouth, 15 km’s from Morgan Bay and accessible 
by tar road. The church seats up to 100 guests.

The other option is the Milkwood Spa Terrace, which 
is available for intimate weddings of less than 80. The 
hiring of this space is dependent on how busy the spa 
is for the day.

For your reception the Venue, decorated in a neutral 
palette works with almost any colour scheme and 
or theme. In the evening, over 250 starlight’s are lit 
creating a magnificent starry night effect.

Our kitchen prides itself in serving some of the best 
fare along the Wild Coast. We serve an elegant plated 
meal and can cater for your personal requirements. All 
allergies are best catered for where possible, however 
we need to be informed of these in advance.

Email: info@morganbayhotel.co.za 
Call: +27 (0)43 8411062 | +27 (0)82 8528263
Website: www.morganbayhotel.co.za 

Morgan Bay Hotel
To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here
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https://youtu.be/NvEv7vmz4KM
https://youtu.be/NvEv7vmz4KM
https://youtu.be/NvEv7vmz4KM
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The Hotel dining room is renowned for its lavish 4-course 
dinner. The menu is created dependent on what is in season 
and we recommend that you dine with us the night before or 
after your event to savour the experience.

Alternatively, ‘The Deck’ restaurant and bar is open and 
serves an a la carte menu from 17h00 – 20h00 hrs. We can 
offer guests platters of Pizza’s from our oven on the outside 
deck if you prefer something very casual.

For yourselves and guests staying in the hotel, breakfast is 
included in your accommodation tariff. External guests are 
welcome to join you for breakfast on any morning. We offer a 
full English breakfast in the hotel dining room. Bookings will 
need to be placed at the reception the night before.

We offer a fully licensed bar and supply all liquor for the 
servicing of your event and can accommodate your budget 
accordingly.

You are welcome to set a budget for your event and we will 
keep you posted on the consumption, you can then top up 
on this or run into a cash bar service.

We offer a cash bar service for your event over and above 

the bubbly and wine which is a popular choice amongst 

couples.

You are welcome to bring in your own MCC or Sparkling 

wine, corkage will be charged at R35.00 per bottle.

We have a custom selection of wines to celebrate your 

evening with, which you can choose from our wine list 

attached. We do not allow any other beverages to be 

brought onto the premises due to our restrictions of the 

license.

The hotel boasts 40 rooms en-suite with all hotel amenities. 

Please advise if you wish to book rooms for just yourselves, 

your wedding party or extended family and friends. We will 

offer favourable rates on group bookings.

Not only will your day end off with joy, love and happiness, 

but also a complimentary romantic full sea facing room will 

be part of your experience with a few gifts to celebrate your 

special day a little further.

Email: info@morganbayhotel.co.za 
Call: +27 (0)43 8411062 | +27 (0)82 8528263
Website: www.morganbayhotel.co.za 
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With the most startling and breathtaking view along the 
Eastern Cape, the Milkwood Spa commands the ultimate 
position.

You will be treated to the sights and the sounds of the 
rugged Wild Coast while you relax and enjoy your time with 
us. We are proud to stock Vitaderm, a South African based 
product house, Anesi from Paris, France and Shellac, the 
latest technology for nail care.

We offer a fantastic range of massage and beauty 
treatments as well as a sauna and Jacuzzi. End off your 
amazing experience and enjoy a glass of bubbly from our 
viewing deck.

We have a surround sound system installed in our ceiling 
which allows for background music, but does not have a 
high volume capacity. We can recommend a few local DJs; 
alternatively you are welcome to bring in your own DJ.

The property has some breathtaking locations where you 
can have your photographs taken on your special day 
or gathering. A beach setting, to beautiful gardens with 
Kranses.

We can recommend a few great photographers to capture 
those moments.

There a several local artisans, who create wedding cakes 
and cakes for special occasions, please contact them 
directly from our recommendations below.

If you would like your cake to be served to your guests 
on the day, please let us know and we will gladly assist in 
portioning and serving this after the ceremony of the cutting. 
I also have an antique silver knife that you are most welcome 
to use.

Babysitters can be arranged to look after the younger 
generation. There is a TV and DVD player in the upstairs 
lounge that can be utilized, however this is under 
supervision.

All our parking is situated in the front of the hotel and 
managed by our security personnel. Should you feel that 
you would like an extra car guard during your event, we will 
arrange this for you.

Email: info@morganbayhotel.co.za 
Call: +27 (0)43 8411062 | +27 (0)82 8528263
Website: www.morganbayhotel.co.za 
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wedding and stunning photo sessions. Our refurbished original 

rustic barn with high exposed wooden beams can be transformed 

into a fabulous air-conditioned dinner hall or a dance floor. The 

massive wooden barn doors add to the nostalgic feel and can be 

closed for a cosier winter function or swung wide open for those 

balmy summer nights.

We offer a full in-house service. Set-up and Break-Down, 

Waiter and Bar Staff, Catering, Décor, Flowers and On-the-day 

coordination. We are more than willing to assist with providing 

preferred suppliers for music, photography, hair & makeup, guest 

entertainment etc. Book an appointment to meet our creative team, 

and will tailor make a package for you, should one of our standard 

packages not suit your exact needs. This venue is a designer’s 

dream because the style is eclectic and lends itself to any theme 

or direction, wherever your mind may wonder.

A DREAM WEDDING VENUE 

Vredenburg Manor House is a top four-Star Guest House, set in the 

heart of the Cape Winelands – the perfect setting for your dream 

wedding.

At Vredenburg you can have a true Cape-Dutch styled wedding on 

a spectacular 17th century estate, in the heart of the Winelands, 

surrounded by lush gardens and breathtakingly beautiful mountains. 

This beautiful, tranquil location is bound to turn any wedding into 

what dreams are made of. The carefully manicured gardens are big 

enough to cater for an intimate gathering or a large party up to 250 

people. Carefully manicured gardens, flowing lawns and massive 

oak trees provide the perfect back drop for a picturesque garden

 

 

 

 

.

 

 

Vredenburg Manor

Tel: +27 21 842 3264 • Cell: +27 61 725 9120
eMail: info@vredenburgmanor.co.za • Website: www.vredenburgmanor.com

To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here
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TOP CLASS ACCOMMODATION 

At Vredenburg we have high quality upmarket accommodation 

available. This Cape Dutch style guest house offers five spacious 

rooms and two cottages. Offering seven exquisitely decorated 

rooms with all the creature comforts of modern day living, the guest

house gives you the feel of old world charm.

All 3 Deluxe Double Rooms are spacious suites with living room 

areas. Two are situated on the top floor with spectacular mountain 

/ garden views. One of the rooms are situated on the Ground floor 

with its own entrance onto the verandah, overlooking the pool. The 

in-room amenities include satellite TV, courtesy-bar, a safe, a tea 

/ coffee station with selection of teas and an Espresso machine. 

Each room offers a modern ensuite bathroom equipped with 

hairdryer, international razor plugs and exquisite bath amenities.

The two Classic Rooms enjoy mountain and / or garden views. 
Inroom amenities include satellite TV, underfloor heating and a 
safe, a tea / coffee station with selection of teas and an Espresso 
machine. Each room has an ensuite bathroom with a hairdryer, 
international razor plug and an array of exclusive bath amenities.

The two, open-plan one-bedroom cottages are stylishly decorated, 

each with a fully equipped kitchen, private garden with barbeque 

facilities, ensuite with bath and shower facilities, DStv and are pet 

friendly, by management approval only! They are secure and totally 

private, separately situated away from the main house. Both cottages 

are fully equipped with a fully fitted modern kitchen, thus giving you 

the opportunity to book the cottages as self-catering or bed and 

breakfast.

Tel: +27 21 842 3264 • Cell: +27 61 725 9120
eMail: info@vredenburgmanor.co.za

Website: www.vredenburgmanor.com
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SPECTACULAR SURROUNDINGS

In addition, Vredenburg Manor House features an exotic garden, 

watered by borehole and greywater, and an outdoor swimming 

pool with lots of space to soak up the sun and enjoy a view of the 

Hottentot’s Holland Mountain Range.

Situated between Stellenbosch and Somerset West, the historic 

property is close to a variety of restaurants and bars. Dinner, 

packed lunches and special diet menus are available on request 

and can be served in beautiful surroundings or next to a cosy fire 

place.

Other activities to be enjoyed includes hiking, wine tasting, 
mountain biking, and diving in the nearby surrounding areas. A 
bicycle rental service and free secure parking is available. Shuttle 
services are available at an extra surcharge. 

Nominated by two leading booking portals, as the second-best 
establishment in Somerset West and Stellenbosch, Vredenburg 
Manor House is located on Winery Road, Somerset West, just 30 
kilometres from the Cape Town International airport.

Contact us and come and see Vredenburg Manor House in all its
splendour for yourself.

Tel: +27 21 842 3264 • Cell: +27 61 725 9120
eMail: info@vredenburgmanor.co.za • Website: www.vredenburgmanor.com
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www. v r e d e n b u r g m a n o r. c o. z a

G U E S T H O U S E,  C O N F E R E N C E   A N D   F U N C T I O N   V E N U E

Contact us – Vredenburg Manor House, Winery Road, Somerset West

Tel: +27 21 842 3264 • Cell: +27 61 725 9120
eMail: info@vredenburgmanor.co.za



CINDY & JOHN 
REED 

To forever and always

Tell us about how he proposed?  
It was a Sunday morning, the 27th of June 2021, the morning 
of our two year ‘dating’ anniversary. We had planned to 
go visit the Sterkfontein Caves as an anniversary date for 
the day. I was in the kitchen, around 6:30 in the morning 
making our first cup of coffee for the day, and as I turned 
around to get the milk from the fridge, John was on his 
knee. I got such a fright but soon realised he was holding 
a ring. You can imagine the scene at the time... Me in my 
pajamas and gown, messy hair and all! John has always 
been a man of little words. He simply asked “Would you 
marry me?”, and of course, my answer would always be 
“Yes!”. I had been ready for him to pop the big question 
within a few months of knowing him. I just knew he was 
the perfect match for me. I was overjoyed and cried for 
about two hours, hardly being able to express any decent 
words…

Tell us about why you chose your venue?  
We’d been visiting a lot of venues in and around 
Johannesburg for a few months, and we couldn’t find 
anything that spoke to us, and more importantly, within our 
budget. We extended our search area and finally found a 
venue in Pretoria that we both loved! Yt Di Dorp Yt Venue 
is situated in a picturesque spot between the mountains, 
just outside the hustle and bustle of Pretoria city. We loved 
the beautiful chapel and the greenery and openness of the 
grounds. We were specifically looking for a venue to cater 
to our small intimate wedding, as we were planning to 
invite only a handful of guests.  The wonderful thing about 
the venue was that the they would include everything we 
needed for our special day. Their package included the 
décor, flowers, music, the cake and catering.  In the end, 
the wedding planners, Bianca and Leneé of La Bita Events, 
truly understood our vision for what we wanted in terms of 
the style of the day, and we were so happy that everything 
turned out exactly the way we dreamed it would be.

How did the planning go and how long did it take?     
For months, on and off, we visited various venues. It took 
a while for us to actually set a date for our wedding as we 
wanted to confirm a venue first. 
We got engaged on the 27th of June 2021, and found the 
venue on the 7th of August 2022. During that time, we 
had researched the type of style that we wanted for our 
wedding. When we decided that the Yt Di Dorp Yt venue 
was perfect for us, we finally set a date for the 29th of 
September 2022! 
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“The wedding planning doesn’t have to be a daunting task.”

Venue: La Bita Venue/Yt Di Dorp Yt, Pretoria
Wedding planner: La Bita Events

Guesthouse: Yt Di Dorp Yt Gastehuis, Pretoria
Flowers & Decor: La Bita Events

Harvest Table/Catering: La Bita Events
Photographer & Videographer: Heidi-Mari Photography

Hair & Makeup: Chantelle Landman Hair & Makeup
Wedding Officiator: Pastor Andries Nel, Koinonia Christensentrum, Pretoria
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Our wedding would take place within seven weeks 
of finding the venue... The planning was finally set 
in motion. It seemed daunting to have so little time 
to arrange everything, but thankfully the venue took 
care of most of the planning. We already knew 
who we wanted to book for our photography and 
videography, so all that was left to do was arrange 
our invitations, attire, rings, and the hair and makeup.

Tell us more about your wedding dress?     
I imported my dress on a small budget, with the hopes 
that it would be perfect. I was pleasantly surprised 
that my dress arrived within two weeks of ordering it, 
and that it fit perfectly! The top of my dress comprised 
of soft sequence detail with geometric patterned 
lace. The geometric detail was a nice touch, as our 
wedding style would include geometric elements. 
The style of the dress was an A-line, with the bottom 
layers in a beautiful bridal satin and soft tulle.

Who were your photographers?     
Our photographer - Heidi, and videographer - 
Terence, is the team at Heidi-Mari Photography. 
We had used Heidi for our engagement photoshoot 
in November 2021, after I had been following 
her on social media for quite some time. Being a 
photographer myself, I was very specific about the 
style of photography that I preferred, and was so 
happy with how our engagement photos turned out. 
We actually finalised our wedding date based on 
Heidi’s availability, as we just did not want anyone 
else to photograph our day!  Heidi and Terrence did 
an outstanding job of capturing our love on lens on 
our wedding day.

Any Advice for planning?   
The wedding planning doesn’t have to be a daunting 
task. Try to find a venue that includes a lot of the 
things you could check off your planning list where 
you would normally have had to find a separate 
supplier for; for instance, the flowers, décor, music, 
etc.  As a good start, have a clear vision of the style of 
your wedding, and stick to your vision to avoid being 
overwhelmed with too many decisions to make. 
Lastly, enjoy the planning process! Before you 
know it, it will be the day of your wedding and all 
the planning stress will be replaced with beautiful 
memories of your special day!

Did you go on honeymoon and where?  
We decided to go for a short honeymoon that would 
not be too far from home. We booked a few nights at 
the Rocky Aloe Lodge in Krugersdorp.
The lodge is situated on the boundary fence of the 
Krugersdorp Nature Reserve. Each morning, we 
woke up to the beautiful sound of lions roaring, and 
spent each late afternoon on the elevated look-out 
point watching the sun set over the reserve
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The Silver Sixpence wedding venue offers you the opportunity to be 
part of an exclusive group who have embraced the magic of “The 
Silver Sixpence” experience!

Allow yourself to be seduced by the beauty and tranquillity of rolling 
grasslands, forests, and lakes – providing you with the perfect 
setting for a romantic weekend wedding experience. 

The Silver Sixpence Wedding Venue is tucked away in the hills of 
the Mpumalanga Highlands, near the popular trout fishing village of 
Dullstroom – 2,5 hours from Johannesburg.

The stunning Architecturally designed Venue and Lodges, with 
luxurious en-suite accommodation for 50 guests, a Micro-Brewery 
for a Friday night get-together, and the option of either a forest or 
Chapel ceremony ensures a perfect setting for the realisation of all 
your wishes and dreams!

A weekend wedding at The Silver Sixpence gives you exclusive 
use of the 300 Hectare Estate – for the weekend - Friday to 
Sunday - so you enjoy your wedding for 3 days, not 8 hours!

The excitement and exhilaration begins the moment you arrive at 
The Silver Sixpence – the spectacular natural beauty, along with 
the peaceful seclusion and tranquillity of the surroundings allows 
you to immerse yourself in the transformation of the estate into your 
own personal fairy-tale wedding venue.

Fly-fishing, mountain biking, hiking, bird watching, or relaxing in 
front of a log fire - your guests will be spoilt for choice! 

To fully appreciate this exceptional environment of beautifully 
maintained landscaped gardens, paddocks with Friesian Horses, 
trout dams, as well as blue-gum and pine forests, a site-visit is 
essential!

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za

Call: 082 557 3304

The Silver Sixpence
To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here
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Our Microbrewery – The Old Oak Brewery - has proven to be the 
perfect “launch pad” on Friday evening for your weekend cele-
brations and catching up with family and friends. For those cooler 
evenings there is a large indoor fireplace as well as an outdoor fire 
pit and braai area.

We have a full liquor licence and our own unique craft beer is 
available in The Brewery on Friday night – along with our full bar list, 
- and, if requested, a keg or two of our craft beer can be available 
on Saturday too…(especially during the photo session time) in our 
quirky mobile wagon!

On your wedding day, wake up to the sound of birdsong, relaxed in 
the knowledge that you are already at your venue and can continue 
to enjoy the build-up to that magical moment when you walk down 
the aisle – either in the forest or our quaint country chapel!

Hairdressing and makeup in our well-appointed Bridal Dressing 
room adds to the excitement of the day!

Every bride is given a sixpence on her wedding day which is to 
be placed in her shoe... This age-old tradition ensures prosperity, 
health, and happiness for the newly married couple!

Arrive at your ceremony in our beautiful horse drawn carriage, and 
say your vows under a canopy of leaves in the forest, or candle 
chandeliers in our charming chapel.

After your ceremony, whilst you are having photographs taken, your 
guests can begin to enjoy the mouth-watering cuisine prepared by 
our in-house caterer. Canapés and refreshments are served on the 
patio and lawn in front of the large outdoor fireplace alongside the 
reception hall, and guests can entertain themselves by playing one 
of the lawn games, or fly-fishing in the nearby trout dam.

At the end of your photo session, the Chapel bell can be rung to 
remind guests they are at a wedding and need to enter the hall for 
the evening celebrations to begin!

Dance the night away under a sparkling galaxy of fairy lights and 
crystal chandeliers in our hall, with the cosy ambience of two large 
indoor fireplaces.

Website: www.thesilversixpence.co.za
Email: lesley@thesilversixpence.co.za

Call: 082 557 3304
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Our on-site luxurious accommodation ensures excellent 
convenience for the family and close friends of the bridal couple. 
Each room has tea & coffee making facilities.

Included in our Accommodation Package is a complimentary 
romantic Honeymoon Suite adjacent to our well-appointed Bridal 
Dressing Room.  

Cairnfern Country Lodge, (the Manor House which has self-catering 
facilities), has accommodation for 8 guests in 4 en-suite rooms. It 
has a large lounge where family and friends can relax in front of a 
log fireplace before the festivities get underway. All the bedrooms 
open up onto a spacious veranda overlooking the Friesian horse 
paddocks.

The Paddocks accommodation (approximately 150m from the hall) 
accommodates 12 guests in 6 well-appointed suites. All rooms have 
fireplaces – and are ideal for the bridesmaids and groomsmen.
There are two comfortable rooms alongside The Brewery – in close 
proximity to the hall.

The Carriage House – an authentic log cabin – is a cosy romantic 
cottage for two guests.

The Ferns – our 6 new rooms for 12 guests  – is situated opposite 
The Brewery, and each en-suite room has a cosy fireplace and a 
little patio with a lovely view to the horse paddocks.

The Highland Suites, our self-catering lodge which is situated on top 
of the mountain, is ideal for preserving the tradition of preventing 
the Bride and Groom from seeing one another before the Ceremony 
begins. This Lodge has accommodation for 10 guests in 5 ultra-
luxurious suites (individual units) – each with its own private balcony 
with magnificent views towards the escarpment. Each suite has 
its own entrance off a central garden courtyard and is linked via a 
covered walkway/patio. Additionally each has a small lounge area, 
fireplace, tea and coffee station, desk, twin beds, dressing area with 
dressing table, full bathroom and heated towel rails.

 For outdoor entertaining, there is a braai and wooden deck in front 
of the lodge. The deck is built over the edge of the mountain with 
incredible panoramic views and is ideal for pre-wedding photos! 
Enjoy an early morning cup of coffee on your balcony or the deck 
whilst watching the sun rise over the misty valley - anticipating the 
excitement of the day ahead!

Within an 8km radius, there is accommodation to suit all your guests 
– a 4-star hotel, B&B’s, and self-catering cottages.

There are four stocked dams for the fly-fishing enthusiast (stocked 
with rainbow trout) – ideal for the men who want to escape from the 
wedding preparations for a few hours! For the non-fishermen there 
are lovely forest and mountain walks (to a waterfall), or just relax 
under the trees or read on the patio!

A memorable wedding weekend celebration at the exclusive Silver 
Sixpence wedding venue is a truly magical beginning to your 
“Happily-Ever-After”!
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Wedding Dress Showcase

Sposabella Bridal Boutique
Sposabella showcases some of the best names in Bridal. Sposabella gowns are for the exceptional 
bride, the bride that wants to stand out from the crowd, the contemporary and stylish bride, the 

bride that oozes spirit and sass.

We are passionate about helping brides find their dream dress and it delights us to see the end result 
of a happy, radiant and Beautiful Bride!

Our consultations are exclusive and we’ll be solely focused on you so that we can make every effort 
to assist you in finding your dream dress!

Book now for the most fun you can have for the most special shopping trip of your life.

All welcome. Love is love. We look forward to meeting you!

Phone: 066 239 3888 | Email: info@sposabellakzn.co.za | Website: www.sposabellakzn.co.za

Instagram: @sposabellakzn | Facebook: @SposabellaKZN

to view a visual display of the Sponsabella dress range - CLICK HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNJkUBPQcZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNJkUBPQcZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNJkUBPQcZc


Phone: 066 239 3888 | Email: info@sposabellakzn.co.za | Website: www.sposabellakzn.co.za

Instagram: @sposabellakzn | Facebook: @SposabellaKZN

This wonderful ball gown is everything and more. A ruched bodice leads to a natural waistline with pockets. 
Buttons to the end of the chapel length train complete the look.

Style: 44080 

Ensure all eyes are on you as you walk down the aisle. This stretch crepe fit and flare bridal gown features a flattering Off-the-Shoulder neckline that’s accented with 
a pleated bodice. Pleating continues along the sleeves to the back where the style is finished with covered buttons extending to the end of the chapel length train. The 

dress is lined in jersey for an ultra-comfortable fit all night long. 
Style: 44295

Wedding Dress Showcase



Phone: 066 239 3888 | Email: info@sposabellakzn.co.za | Website: www.sposabellakzn.co.za

Instagram: @sposabellakzn | Facebook: @SposabellaKZN

44304 by Sincerity Bridal is an effortless ruffle skirt ball gown. This dress offers lots of movement. The sheer beaded bodice has a plunging V-neck 
and V-back. It’s paired with a lightweight tulle ruffle skirt that’s delicately detailed with a horsehair hem. This dress is even more beautiful in person!

Style: 44304

This chiffon A-line bridal gown will leave you looking unforgettable. Designed with an Illusion Sabrina neckline, the sheer bodice is adorned with sequined lace appliqués 
that trickle along the neckline and cap sleeves to create an off the shoulder effect. It’s given a lightweight skirt that makes movement effortless.

Style: 44321

Wedding Dress Showcase



Phone: 066 239 3888 | Email: info@sposabellakzn.co.za | Website: www.sposabellakzn.co.za

Instagram: @sposabellakzn | Facebook: @SposabellaKZN

Dance the night away in this beautiful Mikado A-line. A square neckline, peak-a-boo sides and buttons com-
plete the look. And ladies, this gown has pockets!

Style: Alexia  

Wow your guests in Hazel. Modern meets sexy in this full lace fitted gown with thin straps and cut out sides.

Style: Hazel

Wedding Dress Showcase



STEFFI & ORSLYN 
SMITH

“And now these three things remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love” 1 Corinthians 13:14

Tell us about your love story?
Orslyn and I were longtime friends, who disconnected for 
a while. We first met through mutual friends, and had a little 
fling. Although the sparks were there, it was not the right 
time. I honestly believe that had we tried a relationship 
when we first met, we probably would not have been 
together today. Life continued for the both of us, and we 
found each other again, this time mature enough to start 
and grow an amazing, loving, supportive and respectful 
relationship between us. 
What I love the most about the bond we share is that we 
understand each other, without even having to talk. We 
connect with each other on such a deep level and always 
strive to support and bring the best out of each other. 

Tell us about why you chose your venue?
Believe it or not, Jasmine Hills was the first Venue we 
viewed, and our minds were made there and then. It is 
such a warm venue, and had the “garden wedding” setup 
that I always dreamed of having. The venue is spacious 
and has everything happen at the venue that was amazing, 
kind of like killing three birds with one stone (ceremony, 
photos and reception).

How many guests did you have?
We had 100 people at our wedding, majority being family, 
and then our close friends. It was amazing sharing such a 
special day with everyone we love!

What cost less than you expected?
Definitely the food! The most delicious food I’ve tasted. So 
much flavour, so much variety, it was just simply amazing. 
Also, a very uncommon thing, we are provided with all 
the left over food which was nicely packaged to give our 
guests who would like to have taken some home with them.

What do you both like doing for Valentine’s Day?
We both love trying new restaurants together, going 
on holiday and massages. So I would say the perfect 
Valentine’s Day would be spent at an amazing restaurant 
on an awesome getaway- a spa treatment would definitely 
be the cherry on the cake!
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“What I love the most about the bond we share is that we 
understand each other”

Photography – Noble Media Solutions
Make up- DolledbyDee

Deejay, dance choreography and MC- Luke (very close family friend, and a very talented man)
Décor- Jasmine Hills with a bit of my own touch

Food- Jasmine Hills 
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Who were your photographers?
NOBLE MEDIA SOLUTIONS. Definitely the best in the 
game, and super friendly too!

Did you go on honeymoon and where?
Yes, we spent some time in Cape Town, exploring 
the Mother City and doing lots of different activities. 
Some of which was our first time doing together, so it 
was pretty amazing.
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Make lasting memories in our 3 exquisite venue and luscious gardens.

Jasmine Hills Country Venue is a refreshing country side venue of distinction, perfect for every occasion 
any time of the year.

Situated a mere 12km from the South Gate Shopping Center on the R82 (Old Vereeniging Road) 
south of Johannesburg.

This elegant venue has an African feel complemented by magnificent views of Johannesburg; 
picturesque gardens ideal for photos; exceptional cuisine and friendly staff.

We cater for any special occasion, including weddings, matric dances, year end functions,conferences 
and lots more. We also have the option of having your event indoors or outdoors (weather permitting). 

The venue boast 2 exquisite halls and bridal change room.
The rose venue 350 guests

Jasmine venue 400 included is the lapa venue which seats another 150 guests

CONTACT DETAILS
Suraya – 084 460 0700
Kevin – 081 584 8777

Venue@jasminehills.co.za

Jasmine Hills Country Venue



Inkwenkwezi Game Reserve’s prime location in the malaria-free

Eastern Cape offers many unique opportunities, as it encompasses

five different regional ecosystems and a tidal estuary.

This rich diversity of landscape offers unparalleled wildlife viewing.

Inkwenkwezi Game Reserve is just five minutes from magnificent

beaches and a short, convenient drive from the East London airport.

Weddings at Inkwenkwezi Private Game Reserve are as romantic

and unique as the Wild Coast itself; as unforgettable as the love that 

brought you together.

Contemporary and yet, authentically African, the perfectly-appointed 

venue is the ideal mix of wild beauty and modern comfort.

Inkwenkwezi Game Reserve’s has a charming open-air chapel with

its red carpet laid out for the bridal couple to walk down to say

“I do”. The chapel is situated at Emthombeni (under the old wild fig

tree) and paradise garden settings with water features incorporating

waterfalls and small ponds.

Walking down the red carpet to take your vows in Inkwenkwezi’s

charming open-air chapel, nestled in the gardens amongst the

trees, is the beginning of your happily ever after dreams. To capture

this beauty way into the night, strategically placed lights light up

the garden.

After the service the couple may wonder into our paradise garden

for their photo session. The variety of breathtaking scenes and

interesting features will give you the opportunity to have a range

of unique photographs to keep as mementoes of your special day.

During the photo session your guests are invited to have prear-

ranged welcoming drink and snacks or cocktails and canapés

– depending on what you have chosen for them – provided by

Inkwenkwezi.

Inkwenkwezi
To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here
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Inkwenkwezi focuses on attention to detail so that your wedding

is everything you ever dreamed of. Prior to your big day you

are invited to meet with to discuss, in detail, the various options

available to you.

Once you have taken your vows and are ready to celebrate, you

and your guests will enjoy a banquet of a lifetime – made from the

freshest, hand-picked ingredients, accompanied by a selection of

the finest wines.

You will dance your way into a new life together as music and

laughter echo into the starry skies.

On walking into the thatched Emthombeni, you are welcomed and

become one with the enchanting gardens when the big sliding

glass doors are opened.

Your unique table décor and artistic displays will ensure that your

special occasion is not short of being exclusively to your needs.

The most magical setting with fairy lights- Tiffany chairs-and

soft flowers and fabrics to create the elegance and charm of a

romantic fairy tale wedding.

The beautiful, well-designed and equipped bar is operated as per

your instructions. You are offered a Cash Bar or a Tab Bar. You are

required you to hand in your Tab Bar requirements prior to your

special day.

The kitchen will cater according to your requirements and only the

finest and freshest ingredients are used. On the buffet, more than

generous portions are served.
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Inkwenkwezi Game Reserve is a world-class game reserve with an

emphasis on luxury and thoughtful details.

Inkwenkwezi has three types of accommodation to offer you and

your guests:

•    Bush camp tented accommodation: Situated in the reserve.

•    Bush Camp offers accommodation for 12 guests (sharing).

All tents have electric lights and twin beds with comfortable Cloud

9 mattresses. From the hilltop site the camp overlooks a valley and

each safari tent is positioned on a raised timber deck offering you

your own private viewing. Each tent has its own private bathroom

resembling a cave.

•    Valley Camp Tented Accommodation:

     Also situated in the reserve

•   Valley Camp offers 12 guests accommodation in 6 custom

     designed luxury tents, the bathrooms are ensuite with a slipper

     bath and shower.

Tents are furnished with twin three quarter beds. (The Honeymoon

suite has a queen size bed). This tent is situated within the reserve.

Guests are welcome to contact Inkwenkwezi if accommodation

is needed for out-of-town guests. We will gladly assist you and

arrange special accommodation rates at the 3* Bush Lodge,

4* Valley Lodge, 3* Chintsa Sands Guesthouse and 3*Umnenga

Lodge.

Bookings must be made in advance in order to avoid disappointment,
and all accommodation is subject to availability

To take a Virtual Tour of Inkwenkwezi – Click on this link
https://realbrides.co.za/inkwenkwezi-game-reserve/
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Weddings at Inkwenkwezi Private Game
Reserve are as romantic and unique as the
Wild Coast itself; as unforgettable as the

love that brings you together.

Contemporary and yet authentically African, our perfectly-appointed
venue is the ideal mix of wild beauty and modern comfort.

Game Reserve
30 kms from East London

• Weddings • Functions • Conferences

Tel 043 734 3234 / Fax 043 734 3888
PO Box 236, Kwelera, 5259

E-mail: marketing@inkwenkwezi.co.za
Website: www.inkwenkwezi.com

Please watch our latest video on You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zXO6P6ssOE

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/inkwenkwezi.reserveec/





 

To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here

https://realbrides.co.za/wp-content/uploads/OAKFIELDFARM-VIDEO.mp4
https://realbrides.co.za/wp-content/uploads/OAKFIELDFARM-VIDEO.mp4
https://realbrides.co.za/wp-content/uploads/OAKFIELDFARM-VIDEO.mp4
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CHRIS & NICOLE 
VAN STRIJP 

“Any day spent with you is my favorite day. So, 
today is my new favorite day.” – Winnie the Pooh

Tell us about the proposal?
Chris booked me a surprise holiday for my birthday 
and planned everything to the tee (surprise flights, 
locations, agendas, wine farms, adventures - every 
detail was meticulously planned and carefully thought 
out to make it a weekend full of our favorite things). 
He arranged for us to have a brunch the day after 
we arrived for us at Babylonstoren and he suggested 
we go for a walk in the gardens (it was freezing cold 
and raining and the poor man was sitting sweating 
and taking off jacket and loosening collars s in the 
restaurant - should have known something was up). 
Not too far into the walk and nerves got the better 
of him and he dropped on his knee and popped 
the question. He even arranged for a sneaky 
photographer to capture the moment, so I have all 
the moments to look back on. It was a perfect day!

Tell us about why you chose your venue?
We got married at the ever quirky old Mac daddy in 
Elgin, Cape Town. Funny part is we never actually 
saw the venue in person until after we booked and 
paid, but from the website alone we instantly knew 
it was the one. Seeing it in person just solidified that 
feeling. All the little nuances of the venue added to 
the uniqueness of the day. Chris and I are quite a 
chilled couple and love things that are off the wall 
and not expected so it was the perfect fit for us as 
a couple. 

The venue is full of charm, rustic cues, funky caravans, 
beaches and all round a special and unique charm 
so was a perfect match for our personalities.  

What was your cake flavor and tell us why you 
chose your cake?
Vanilla and Carrot with a white chocolate icing! Loved 
it (what’s not to love about actual white chocolate 
chunks hidden inside the icing?)! The bottom layer 
was vanilla, the top tier carrot. Our two favorite cakes 
in one! It was an all-white cake, with chocolate 
“splashes” up the side and penny gum added to tie 
it into the theme of the day. It was also so amazing! 
Tessa’s bakery did our cake. 
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“All the little nuances of the venue added to the uniqueness 
of the day”

Venue: Old Mac Daddy 
Flowers and decor: 4EveryEvent 

Photography : @the_geldenhuyses & @elledoubleusmith 
Videography : @secondlukefilms 

Cake: Tessa’s bakery
Bridesmaids hair & makeup: @corlebarnard 

Brides makeup: @samcartermup 
DJ: @thatdjguysa That DJ Guy

Dress: Blue by @enzoani 
Gin bar: L-Gin 

47 • REAL BRIDES • February 2023



What was your colour scheme and why?
We went with sage green, white and a splash 
of blushes to give it some colorful accents. My 
bridesmaid dresses were made up of an ombre 
of greens and looked so amazing when standing 
next to each other. Our bouquets were penny gum, 
eucalyptus, roses and proteas. Our décor inside was 
a bloom of greenery all over the venue – pot plants 
hanging from the roof, Edison bulbs and light all 
around the room and floating candles in mismatched 
vases gave each table some unique elements.. 
4everyevent did the most spectacular job and 
brought everything to life so perfectly. Chanelle and 
Nadia outdid themselves on all the details. 

What do you both like doing for Valentine ’s Day?
We are both not very romantic but more focused on 
experiences (we are very big foodies) so each year 
we rotate who chooses the valentine’s day activity 
and we usually go out somewhere for dinner we 
haven’t been before. Simple, but stays true to us.

Who were your photographers?
We had the absolute pleasure of working with The 
Geldenhuys’s for our photos and SecondLuke for our 
videography. 

Goodness me these guys were amazing in every 
way! Bundu-bashing up hills and mountains to get 
the perfect shot, up and down with us all day and 
honestly never made us aware of the camera - they 
just fitted and blended in so perfectly! We loved 
working with them.

Did you go on honeymoon and where?
We went on a European winter wonderland trip that 
we’ve wanted to do for ages. We started off in Istanbul 
and then moved to Munich, Prague, Dresden, 
Nuremberg, Strasbourg, Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam 
and then home. It’s been a bucket list of ours for so 
long and it delivered on every expectation we could 
have hoped for. Was so special to just unwind and 
spend some time together after a year and a half of 
planning. 

Chris took the reins on the plans and mapped out 
every single detail - from flights to trains to places to 
go and see, he did it all!
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At Tsekama the spacious thatched roof and wooden wedding reception area built 
partly over the water, and the sprawling gardens and Bushveld scenery will turn 

every wedding photograph into a masterpiece.

For your big day – we will do the planning and execution so that you may have a 
relaxed, stress-free wedding ceremony and reception.

We will deliver an elegant, fun-filled wedding celebration to make your dreams 
come true.

Email: info@tsekama.co.za
Call: +27(0) 82 416 2363 | +27(0) 84 497 8388

Website: www.tsekama.co.za

Tsekama
To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here
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Tsekama has an 80 guest minimum and a 300 
guest maximum.

Our wedding packages are flexible to suit your 
personal style as well as you budget. 

We provide tables, linen, chair covers, crockery, 
cutlery, and glasses.  Flowers and a wide variety of 
modern equipment are available.

The venue has a fully licensed bar. Clients are 
welcome to bring their own wine and sparkling 
wine. A corkage fee will be charged.

The menu is flexible and can be tailor-made 
according to the couple’s preferences for their 
celebration meal. 

Whether it is a champagne breakfast or brunch, a 
lunch or dinner overlooking the dam or a romantic 
Boma dinner around the fire, under the stars.

Accommodation is available for 42 people in 18 
luxury units.

We offer the complete wedding package, 
personalized service and attention.

We understand the dreams and wishes of every 
bride and groom, and we will go the extra mile to 
make sure that all requirements are met.

Tsekama is the perfect venue for adding a touch 
of magic and style to your wedding day. Tranquil, 
serene and picturesque, providing a natural but 
very romantic atmosphere.

Email: info@tsekama.co.za
Call: +27(0) 82 416 2363 | +27(0) 84 497 8388

Website: www.tsekama.co.za
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RAYMOND & 
SUNEL WILSON

“The best things in life are better with 
you by my side.”

Tell us about how he proposed?
It was a perfect summer day, and we were on holiday 
at the South Coast for almost a week. We’d planned 
to spend the day at Wild Coast Sun for some tour, but 
when we got there the bus already left. After that it 
just felt like everything went wrong. Nothing seemed 
to work out on that particular day: nothing from the 
bus leaving early to us getting lost while driving 
around looking for something (turned out Raymond 
was looking for the perfect spot to propose).

We eventually stopped at the beachfront and went 
for a long stroll on the beach…and then everything 
changed.

It was a hot summer’s day and I wanted desperately 
to turn back toward our hotel room after walking 
down by the water’s edge for what felt like forever 
even though it was only about 20 minutes at most. But 
Raymond kept saying “just a bit further” and when I 
turned around there he was down on one knee with a 
ring in his hand asking me to become his wife! 

Tell us about why you chose your venue?
We were looking for an affordable venue with a 
pizza oven. Raymond and I both love pizza, so we 
decided to have pizza as our main course at our 
wedding reception. We also wanted a venue that 
could accommodate our small group of friends and 
family so that everyone could enjoy themselves and 
not have to worry about driving home.

We viewed several venues, but none of them had 
what we were looking for. Then, we found Tula Baba. 
It’s a beautiful space with amazing views and some 
wild animals on the premises. 

And they were able to offer us a package that fit our 
budget perfectly!
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 “The food was 
amazing, the service 

outstanding!”

Venue: Tula Baba Arica – Exclusive Guest Lodge
Hair & Makeup: Gold Mane Hair Salon 

Daisy Flowers
Row Photography – Liza-Ann Rowe

Pastor Emmanuel Landman from Elim Church 
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What do you like doing for Valentine’s Day?
We’re not firm believers in holidays such as 
Valentine’s Day. But we do love spending time 
together, and making memories. We can totally get 
behind the special offers and romantic gestures that 
come with it.

Tell us about your wedding cake
Our wedding cake was very unique. We made it from 
watermelon and berries, which were in season during 
the summertime. 

Who helped you with all the planning?
The venue was very helpful and did most of the heavy 
lifting. 

Most of the services were included in our package 
and the venue ensured that everything went to plan.  

Raymond and I are very grateful for the staff at Tula 
Baba, who made sure every detail was taken care 
of so we could focus on each other and our guests.

Who were your photographers?
Liza-ann Rowe from Row Photography

Any tips for brides to be?
Enjoy every moment! 

Look at things from a different perspective. Instead 
of trying to impress others, just be yourself and enjoy 
the day as a couple. Think about what makes YOU 
happy—not what other people expect from your 
wedding. Don’t get caught up in trying to live up to 
someone else’s expectations or standards; instead, 
focus on what YOU want from your own wedding.

If you can afford to buy your dress, it’s worth doing 
so. You’ll save yourself a lot of stress.  Less stress 
and fuss over protecting the dress at all times. And 
you can sell it after the wedding.

Did you go on honeymoon and where?
We had a mini honeymoon right at our venue. We 
decided to stay for a couple more days and just 
enjoy the nature and being together as husband and 
wife. We had romantic three course dinners and were 
treated like royalty.

The food was amazing, the service outstanding! 
They really did everything they could to make us feel 
special.
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If you are looking for an exclusive family friendly getaway where you will be 
welcomed with true African hospitality then look no further than 

Tula Baba Guest Lodge.
Tula Baba Lodge is a sophisticated Lodge that has lovely entertainment and dining areas that overlook the 

bushveld and watering hole.

We are only 1 hour 30 minutes from OR Tambo International Airport and 1 hour from Lanseria Airport. We 
are just over an hour from Sun City and the famous Big Five Pilanesberg Game Reserve.

The Lodge is managed by a family and they are supported by a dedicated team of staff that provides a 
highly personalized experience. Your comfort is our priority.

For weddings we offer our couples the luxury of choice – whether you are looking for an upmarket or a 
rustic styled wedding, or anything in between, we have you covered.

Tula Baba caterers for intimate weddings and functions for up to120 guests.

Our idea is for our guests to come and enjoy a special occasion without a series of rules and hidden costs.

Email: book@tulababa.africa     |    Andrew: 0726537244     |     Noeleen: 0842582226

To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here

https://youtu.be/cy4zcC5jLQQ
https://youtu.be/cy4zcC5jLQQ
https://youtu.be/cy4zcC5jLQQ


DOMINIQUE & DEWALD 
BOTHA

My vir altyd

Tell us about your love story?  
We met back in 2012 when a mutual friend asked Dewald 
to give us a lift to a concert. Dewald being the helpful 
sweet person he is gladly helped even though he wasn’t 
even joining for the event. He always says he noticed me 
in his rearview mirror the minute I got into his car, as I sat 
behind him I didn’t actually get a good look at him. But he 
dropped us off and I thought nothing of it.

But when we had trouble getting into our event Dewald 
was asked to come fetch us which he was more than 
happy to do. He picked us up and, not wanting to call it a 
night, we all went back to hangout at the commune to join 
Dewald and his friends for their braai. And that’s where we 
interacted for the first time. 

I felt a need to impress Dewald when we first started talking 
and apparently the feeling was mutual (as we both started 
our vows with the line “when I first met you I felt the need to 
impress you”) we bonded over a mutual love of motorbikes 
and Videogames. After several commune kuiers later we 
started becoming good friends. 

But then… I actually lost Dewald’s number for almost a 
year! and we lost contact for that time, luckily a friend of 
mine sparked up a social event at the commune which put 
us back in contact!  

Even though Dewald had a huge crush on me we became 
very good friends. I was going through some personal 
things and He knew I was not available for a romantic 
relationship and he embraced the friendzone! he was 
always there to listen and I found myself confiding in him,  
things I’d never even admitted to myself. And I knew I had 
a connection with him that I’d never felt before.  He made 
me feel like myself again and brought a spark back to my 
soul, I was slowly gaining a new best friend and he felt the 
same way! A few deep conversations and some personal 
revelations later, We were falling for each other.
On Braai Day 24 September 2013! We officially became 
a couple.

We share everything with each other and find comfort in 
each other’s company he makes me smile and laugh daily 
we promised each other to never let things brew and talk 
out our feelings as they arise without judgment. we support 
each other’s dreams and encourage each other to always 
do what makes the other happy even if it means we need 
to work a little harder together for each other. I can happily 
say I’ve married my best friend. 
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“He was my ride now I’m his bride! ”

Venue – Dullstroom Country Weddings
Photographer – Wandering pelican productions 
Videographer - Pinnacle Studio Photo & Film 

Food – Sumi 
Lashes – Bloom beauty room 

Nails – Shaz Nails 
Hair – Masset Hair Studio 

Makeup – Cisca Treurnicht Make-up Artistry 
Birds – Dullstroom Brid of Prey Centre 

Ring – - William H T Judson 
DJ – Jéan Brüning 
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Tell us about why you chose your venue?
I have a love of fantasy and have always loved the 
scenery and tranquility and mystical feeling that comes 
from a forest setting, and Dewald, having grown up in 
Pietermaritzburg has always felt at home in the forest. 
When we found the Dullstroom country weddings venue 
we fell in love with everything! The day we viewed the 
venue the forest was full of mist and I felt like I was in 
a fairytale world! Everything just felt amazing! The 
reception hall has the most warm and welcoming feel 
the wood, stone and huge windows feel like they are 
bringing the surrounding forest from outside in! the 
space is breathtaking and immediately my brain started 
coming up with décor ideas for our big day. From the 
moment we met Nixi who runs the wedding venue we 
just clicked so well with her and loved her energy! Her 
enthusiasm is so contagious and she was super helpful 
through everything!

Any planning tips for brides to be?
• Don’t be afraid to be hands on with certain things 
especially if you have a vision of what you want 

• Be willing to let small things go if they don’t make it 
to the wedding day its not worth letting something small 
ruin your whole day

• Remember it’s not just your wedding but your groom’s 
big day to! 

You had an owl join you for your photos, please tell 
us more?
We were so blessed to have these beautiful birds join 
us for our special day thanks to the dullstroom bird of 
prey center. We visited the bird of prey center during 
our venue search and found out that they offer a service 
where you can have an owl as a ring bearer! I knew 
immediately that we needed to have this at our wedding! 
Not only is it an amazing way to support the sanctuary, 
but I also have a passion for bird photography, and 
we both have a love of birds and birding so it was so 
amazing to bring it all together into our big day! Not only 
did Heidi the barn owl deliver our rings but the center 
also brought two other birds, and during the canapes 
all our guest were able to interact with the birds from, 
feeding, holding and learning about the birds and the 
center, it is such a cool and unique form of entertainment 
for the guests plus we got to use them in our wedding 
photos which just added to the fairytale feeling that we 
were hoping for. 

Who were your photographers?
Photography was done by Mellissa Brown and her 
husband Kelvin Brown from wandering pelican 
productions. Her story telling style of photography was 
exactly what we wanted and we just loved her eye and 
editing style! She was so good at directing us but also 
catching unscripted moments. 
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The essence of a farm wedding is the opportunity 
to say your vows in the beauty and tranquility of the 
countryside. 

Dullstroom Country Weddings offer 5 beautiful and 
unique options for you to choose from.

We have a stunning waterfall. The bride and groom, 
under an arch of ivy and roses, have the waterfall 
behind them and the pine forest around them. The 
ceremony spot is lawned and, in keeping with the 
environment, we have solid oak benches with 
cushions, for the guests.

The second ceremony option is set amongst 200 
year old oak trees. The bridal party make their way 
through a “tunnel” of “skaapappel” trees, opening 
into the forest of oaks, with a hessian runner leading 
to the altar.

A third option offers a different ambiance in the large 
blue gum forest. These majestic trees are on the 
edge of a precipice that falls away to a valley and 
dams, offering spectacular views. 

Our last outdoor ceremony spot option offers you the 
opportunity to get married on the banks of one of our 
dams, with the shimmering water as a backdrop. 

The final, and only indoor option, is our picturesque 
chapel – a beautiful old stone building, originally a 
farmyard barn, overlooking a pretty duck pond.

Each of these locations have a just as beautiful 
setting for the canapes, while the wedding photos 
are being taken.

Our farm offers accommodation for 38 guests in 10 
beautiful cottages.

We are situated only 9 km from Dullstroom so your 
other guests will not have to travel too far to join your 
celebration.

nixi@dullstroomcountryweddings.com 
Nixi: +27 (0)74 405 0910
Dullstroom Country Cottages, R540, Dullstroom, 
Mpumalanga 
www.dullstroomcountryweddings.com

To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHjvPDNwzdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHjvPDNwzdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHjvPDNwzdM


 

Situated on the outskirts of tropical Tzaneen, Fairview Hotels combines first-class 
facilities with warm country hospitality. 

When you enter the tranquil estate, with 18 holes par-3 golf course surrounded by 
magical mature gardens, you can exhale and relax. 

The Fairview Hotel offers elegant 4* thatched rooms decorated in Afro-Colonial 
style in a garden setting boasting an incredible variety of indigenous trees and 

colourful birdlife.

The Village at Fairview is a luxury 5* hideaway with only ten spacious and stylish 
spa suites looking out over the lush gardens and the scenic golf course. 

Email: reservations@fairviewhotel.co.za
Call: +27 015 307 2679 / +27 082 900 5166
Website: fairviewhotel.co.za

Fairview Hotel
To take a virtual tour of the venue – click here
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Guests can indulge in the warm luxury of their suite 
fitted with a Nespresso coffee machine, a private 
balcony and a beautiful bathroom with a jumbo 
shower, heated towel rails, underfloor heating and 
jacuzzi baths to make their stay memorable. Dine 
in the spacious thatched Le’Thaba Restaurant or at 
the Fairview Clubhouse Restaurant and Bar, offering 
outstanding cuisine accompanied by an excellent 
selection of wines. 

Fairview offers the perfect setting for a romantic 
wedding with its chapel, extensive lawns, and intimate 
feel.

Guests can arrange private smaller functions for large 
groups in various venues with distinct atmospheres. 
Other facilities include pampering treatments at the 
Fairview Spa & Rasul, golf, fly-fishing, walking trails, or 
relaxing at the private swimming pool. 

Fairview is just 5 minutes from the heart of Tzaneen 
and an hour from the world-renowned Kruger National 
Park. The lush and tropical area of Tzaneen serves 
as a perfect base to explore the Wolkberg Mountains, 
Magoebaskloof, quaint Haenertsberg, Modjadji Cycad 
Forest and various other popular tourist attractions. 

Swim in waterfalls, sample the freshest avocados, 
oranges and mangoes at roadside stalls and get your 
adrenaline pumping on a canopy tour.

For more information or contact us at 

082 900 5166 / reservations@fairviewhotel.co.za or
visit our website at www.fairviewtzaneen.co.za

Email: reservations@fairviewhotel.co.za
Call: +27 015 307 2679 / +27 082 900 5166
Website: fairviewhotel.co.za

66 • REAL BRIDES • February 2023



21 • REAL BRIDES • February 202267 • REAL BRIDES • February 2023



In line with worldwide trends, when the COVID pandemic hit Real Brides was switched 
from a printed publication to a digital format.

At the same time Real Brides launched their Virtual Wedding Expo.

The Real Brides digital magazine and Virtual Expo is the Perfect Package for 
advertisers and has taken wedding marketing to another level.

To guarantee your exposure, each monthly edition of Real Brides is available for FREE 
download off our website.

Reach 100s of brides-to-be

To view the Real Brides digital magazine and Virtual Expo visit https://realbrides.co.za/

Real Brides has the Perfect Package for advertisers.

TO ADVERTISE IN REAL BRIDES:
Call Stewart: 082 570 2995 or

Email: stewart@topicpublishing.co.za


