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Fabrics and flowers, manicures and comfortable shoes — there is much to do
before you step into your new life together. One of the most important things is to contact
an attorney to formalise your legal matters.

Pincus Matz Attorneys — a boutique law firm specialising in Ante-nuptial Contracts,
Property Law and Wills and Estate Planning — would love to walk this exciting
life journey with you.
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SERIOUS ABOUT LAW | PASSIONATE ABOUT PEOPLE

Pincus Matz House | Brodie Road Wynberg 7800 | Cape Town
Docex No. 7 Wynberg | Fax: +27 (0)21797 6013 | Tel: +27 (0)21797 8191 | Email: info@pincus.co.za
WWW.pincus.co.za


http://www.pincus.co.za
https://realbrides.co.za/2023/06/07/pincus-matz-attorneys/
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Your wedding will be one of
the most memorable days of
your life.

There is the opportunity to
make the occasion even more
special by having your
wedding featured in the Real
Brides magazine.

In planning your wedding
one of the most important
decisions is the choice of your
venue.

Your choice of venue will help
you determine a multitude

of important factors such as

a theme, number of guests,
decor, food and drink and
accommodation requirements.
But it may also decide if your
wedding is featured is Real
Brides.

A list of the country’s Top
Wedding Venues have
entered into associate
agreements with Real Brides
to feature their brides in the
magazine.

The result is that If you choose
any of the venues below for

your wedding then your wedding

will be considered for
featuring in Real Brides.
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VENUE LIST
The venues that provide this wonderful
opportunity for all their brides are:

Tsekama: Marinda - 082 416 2363
The Silver Sixpence: Lesley — 082 557 3304
Collisheen: Wayne - 032 815 1107
Pheasant Hills: Pieter — 012 941 1724
Dullstroom Country Weddings:

Nixi - 074 405 0910

Fairview: Marinda - 083 488 3885
Dwarsberg: Suzanne - 023 349 1919
A lodge at Bloem - 082 782 8490
Morgansvlei - 084 584 1820
Vredenburg Manor - 021 842 3264
Hlananathi - 036 438 6308

Moon & Sixpence - 011 659 7030

NOTE: In this issue you will find
« full overview of the above venues
« A link to a virtual tour of the venues

So if you want to add to the memories of your

big day by having your wedding featured in

Real Brides then look no further than the list of

venues above for your big day.

Page 5 - Selandi & Edwin
Page 9 - Randy & Johan
Page 22 - Zantie & André
Page 31 - Jenique & Bryan
Page 36 - Tiaan & Liané
Page 48 - Linzi & Charl
Page 56 - Emma & Jonathan
Page 60 - Bronwyn & James
Page 68 - Talia & Jared

Page 73 - Tessa & Tim




When you want something all
the world conspires n
helping vou achieve 1t

- Paolo Coelho

Make your big day even more special.
Have your wedding featured, send us an email

with your suppliers list and 3 photos of your day.

JUNE ISSUE

In this issue we read
about the importance
of hiring a wedding

planner. &

Download a copy:

Note from the

Editor

Dear beautiful reader

Welcome to the most imformative bridal magazine
in South Africa. What makes us so unique is that
we celebrate Real Weddings with Real Couples.
We are proud to showcase the top suppliers in the
wedding industry to help you on your wedding
planning journey.

June was such a wonderful issue to be welcomed as the
new Editor, a big thank you to everyone for all your love
and support.

Can you belive we are half way through the year already?
If you are getting married in 2024, now is your time to
start planning. Venue and your photographer are the first
suppliers to book. This month we will help you find your
perfect match.

This month we have a look at a few budgeting tips from
Brides to help you plan your big day.

Read through each story from our couples in the July
issue to help guide you with ideas and advise.

Your Friend
Morgan

Contact me today:
morgan@neonproductions.co.za
082 772 8980


https://realbrides.co.za/free-real-brides-magazine/

Selandi & Edwin
Botha

When you want something all the world conspires in
helping you achieve it - Paolo Coelho

Tell us about how you met?

In the UAE, Through Mutual friends that came to Visit us as we
both live and work in the UAE.

Tell us about your venue?

Franschoek Cellar, absolutely stunning on the wine tram route. I
wanted an indoor ceremony area which protected us from the
moody Cape Town weather, and yet a Main Venue with loads of
light. Franschoek gave us the opportunity to show off our beautiful
home country to all of our foreign friends that came for the
wedding.

Tell us about your photographers?

Mighty fine, very professional. Eileen and Naledi, certainly made
us feel comfortable

Tell us more about your stunning dress?

I bought my Vera Wang dress in the USA at Davids Bridal. I loved -
the detail and the lace, and the sleeves which I could remove. T had | = S8%& =
it for nearly three years by the time we had the wedding, which e
was postponed because of Covid. It was the first dress I tried on, [

thought T was crazy but no regrets.




[t was the first dress 1 tried on, 1 thought
| was crazy but no regrets.




What should brides not worry about?

Anything!! Get a wedding planner, especially if you are having a ] !
destination wedding, people are of the opinion that wedding O\
planners are expensive, they can actually save you money as they
use repeat vendors and have relationships with people in the

industry. It was the best investment, we just showed up and
had fun.

Any handy tips for brides to be?

Do not get embellished shoes, no matter how beautiful they are.
Walking is more essential. I spend a whole lot on shoes, that
caught on my train while walking, I swopped with one of my
bridesmaids before we could even go for photos.






I{andlv & Johan
a00bs7

Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength,
while loving someone deeply gives you courage.

How special was your proposal?

It was very special, getting married was something that we
always knew we both wanted to do so when the day came I was
not surprised but I was very happy that he made it very
memorable.

How did you settle on a wedding date?

The availability of the venue and the good price that came with
the time of year. We initially planned to get married in
December 2023, so during December 2022 while on holiday in
Dullstroom we decided to visit some wedding venues in the area
as we loved it there and wanted to get married there. On our visit
to the Sixpence, we were certain that the venue was our wedding
venue and when Lesley gave us a good price for a wedding in
May as compared to one in December it made sense to get
married in May.

What made you choose The Silver Sixpence?

Besides the fact that I was already in love with the place from
pictures on social media, when my husband and I visited the
venue for the first time, it felt perfect to both of us and made us
really excited to get married.
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What food did you have?

On friday night we had a self catering braai with all the wedding
guests who were sleeping at the wedding venue, which gave us and
all our guests the opportunity to get to know each other and
socialize in a more comfortable setting without formalities.

For the wedding we served Canapes for starters, Moroccan
Lamb-Roll with grilled vegetables for mains, some Panacotta for
dessert and then the wedding cake was served with the Tea and
coffee at the end of the night.

Tell us about your photographers?

We had An-eye-for-an-eye photography. One photographer & One
Videographer package. We received some sneak pictures of the
wedding and are very excited to receive the rest of the pictures.
The turnaround is 3 months.

Tell us about your wedding dress?

I was wearing a white classic A-line Satin ball gown. I am a classic
girl so when I found it [ knew it was perfect. I did not overthink it,
I just went for it.

Did you go on honeymoon?

With our work commitments we decided to go on honeymoon in
December 2023 to the Black Forest in Germany.
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https://realbrides.co.za/2021/02/19/the-silver-sixpence/

Matermty & Newborn Photography

_,-\—\—r\_ . Studio in Randburg Gauteng
N T\ Packages from R1500
PRODU Dresses for Hire

Contact Morgan

082 772 8980 FEARE o
morgan@neonproductions.co.za L\I

www.neonproductions.co.za
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https://realbrides.co.za/2022/03/03/dullstroom-country-weddings/
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Tula Venue at Tula Baba Game Lodge offers the ultimate
wedding destination in South- Africa. Tula Baba Game
Lodge is situated on an intimate game farm in the
bushveld in the North-West area. It is the ideal wedding
location for a unique destination wedding, also perfect for
an extended weekend away.

Our couple have various options from a full package done
by our vibrant Wedding Planner Andrew, you bring your
ideas, and he makes the magic happen. We also offer
active packages for fully catered to self-catering weddings.
Our Venue is ideal for a small intimate wedding of 10 to 30
guests or a festival celebration of maximum 100 guest.

A stylish celebration in the Bushveld, surrounded by the
beauty of nature and wildlife as you recite your vows. We
offer their bridal couple a wedding of their dreams with a
luxurious bridal and groom suite. We work closely with
our couples to bring their vision to life, so they can truly
enjoy the day with their guests and family.

Tula Venue at Tula Baba Game Lodge believes that the
focus of any celebration should be the enjoyment you
share with yourguests.

Tula Venue hosts weddings, corporate events, and
milestone celebrations. This venue offers an elegant
indoor facility offering a magical atmosphere for a
stunning event. The Venue can comfortably accommodate
20 to 100 guests seated. Our Venue has immaculate
finishes that gives a touch of elegance. We offer our
couples an exclusive experience a s we only host one
function at a time. Our wedding Ceremonies are held in
an open-air chapel under a beautiful Gazebo
overlooking the bushveld with wildlife roaming past.
Should the weather be a little wet we have a charming
Chapel 4km from the Venue that will ensure our couple
and their guest stay dry.

The Game Lodge has a Main Lodge that speaks for itself,
when you walk into the front door the open plan
entertainment area gives the WOW factor. Relaxing on the
patios or enjoying a braai next to the pool. The main lodge
has six bedrooms can sleep 12 guests and 5 additional
cottages can accommodate 12 guests in total. Your
wedding guest can stay over and enjoy a scrumptious
breakfast the next morning. We have a few lovely
accommodation options that provide additional place to
stay for wedding parties and families.

Guests are greeted with a professional team. Andrew and
his amazing team are available to assist our couple from
the minute they arrive. We aim to exceed your
expectation.







fantie & André
Vlsggle

Do what you love and love what you do

Tell us about how you met?

André is two years older than me and knew me from primary and
high school as I was in the same grade as his sister, but we never
met and never made contact. André became a Professional
Musician in Pretoria and I became a Beauty Specialist in my
hometown - Tzaneen. 12 Years later the whole world came to a
literal stop. Covid 19 hit South Africa with an official and strict
lockdown in March 2020. André decided to spend the lockdown
period with his parents in his hometown - Tzaneen, Limpopo.
During this time my name popped up in his family conversations
and his mother suggested for André to just get to know me. André
was spontaneous and got my number on his mother’s phone under
the salon's name. I lived 4 minutes from his parent's house so after
two weeks of WhatsApp chats he invited himself to finally meet me
and I guess it was love at first sight!

Who was in your bridal party?

We wanted a smaller, intimate wedding and I thought I could do
everything on my own. I realized three weeks before the wedding
that I needed help with designs, printing, guest management,
details such as holding my bouquet, my veil and dress, my nerves
and tears etc. I picked the three people who could support me the
best and who I knew would always be there for me even after the
wedding. It was so special that all three bridesmaids were in the
same grade as me. André has a beautiful sister, Michelle, a
Professional Architect in Pretoria. I had no doubt to ask her to be
in my bridal party and to have the blessing of having her as my own
sister now. I would not have a lot of special details in my day
without her! My beautiful best friend of 16 years, Nadia - who
knows me inside and out - is an amazing Primary School Teacher
and I couldn't imagine coping on the day without her! Delize has
always been my friend for 16 years but we only got closer to each
other the last 3 years. She is a Professional Hairdresser so just
imagine all the fun and trust we had!

Tell us about your venue?

We wanted a venue with a natural, intimate setting. We also didn't
want the guests to drive from the ceremony to the reception so we
decided to hold everything in one place. We booked Fairview Hotel,
Spa and Golf Resort in our home town, Tzaneen, and they provided
us with the most beautiful venue you can imagine in a natural
setting with amazing packages! Our guests had many options of
rooms for accommodation to choose from and could play Golf
while they wait for the wedding to start, or even spend time in the
Spa or Restaurant. So much to do at one venue! The owner,
Marinda Thomas, welcomed us with open arms and even bought a
few extra beautiful decor details for her venue to make everything
extra special for us. Her manager Angie Woodward helped us with
the budget details and any questions as well as the menu and seating.
The guests were ecstatic about the food and we had the most special
wedding right beside the Groot-Letaba River. Our package included
a heavenly honeymoon suite so we really had all the special
memories at one place!
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Photos: Joe Dreyer

Die Mancave (André Visagie)
Makeup: Jana Pohl

Hair: Delize Engelbrecht

Featments: Be-you-tiful Beauty Salon
Preacher: Ds Johann Fourie 23

Accessories: Shein




Who were your photographers, why did you
choose them?

We asked our local photographer, Joe Dreyer, who owns the
Bulletin digital newspaper in Tzaneen to be our photographer for
the day because he takes breathtaking photos with an interesting,
unique look. We really enjoyed his personality behind the camera
and we are very happy with our unique photos.

Indoor or outdoor ceremony?

Our ceremony was outdoors in natural light on a deck with the
Groot-Letaba River right behind us. André wanted a special
entrance for his bride and arranged to hire the venue's steel river
raft to bring me to the ceremony. It was super special to arrive with
my bridesmaids on a raft with a special song playing. My
Grandfather waited for me at the dock to walk me down the aisle.

Did you go on honeymoon and where?

André arranged our week long Honeymoon in Ballito, the Dolphin
Coast in KwaZulu-Natal. He spoiled me with an amazing experience
in LaMontagne Resort where we could enjoy room service and walk
to the beach. He taught me how to Snorkel and we spent one whole
day at uShaka Marine World.

Any Tips for Brides-to-be?

Do not hesitate to bless yourself with a bridal party you will forever
be grateful for their help. They think of details that you may have
missed and you need someone to do unplanned runs and calls on
the day! Make sure your groom has everything he needs before the
big day and appoint someone to double check everything for him
because the groomsmen is most of the time all about the party of the
day than the details of the main man. Plan something special like a
small present or something to wear with their outfit on the day for
your parents, grandparents, siblings and new parents to show them
how you appreciate and love them. Spend special time with them
before the big day as well as after to catch up! Accept who you are
and embrace that. Laugh, smile, cry, live in the moment more that
you think about what the photo's will look like. Ask family and
friends to take cellphone video's - they always catch something
special from different angles! Very important tip! Our guests loved
that we let them eat dinner first before we started with all the
speeches and formalities! Game changer!
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https://realbrides.co.za/2022/09/30/fairview-hotel/

Boudoir Photography

Gauteng based

I\I _(\J\l Packages from R1550
et A perfect gift for hubby to be or

PRODUCTIONS

for your Ist anniversary.

'82 m 8980 W
mmgan@neonpm'ductiﬂns.cu.zai
www.neonproductions.co.za
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Je’nique dnu pryan
Jovner

If you change the way you look at things, thing things
you look at will change.

Tell us about your proposal?

He proposed to me on the 5th of Feb 2022 right on top of the
Lisbon Falls at Sabie. We had a fun day planned with our close
family and friends and we walked around pelgrims rest and our
last stop was at the Lisbon falls. He got down on one knee and
asked the big question.

What made you choose Tsekama?

Firstly the very very friendly and very helpful staff and secondly
the amazing chapel and reception area! Tsekama’s staff made it so
easy for me as I had to worry about nothing they had everything
under control. They did all the planning from flowers, food, dj, bar,
decorations ect. I would choose them over again.

The food was amazing, the service regarding accommodations
were on point,

Tell us about your wedding colours and how you
chose them?

[ am a plain Jane, I believe less is more, therefor I chose neutral
colours such a neutral browns and greens but my main focus was
to work around white as ny main colour. I wanted a clean look and
something different!




oy

| wanted a cleandook and something different!

Make up - Cari Jenna - @makeupbycarijenina
Hair - JC Castles
Photographer - Margaux Cronjé - @margaux_cronje_photography
Venue & Flowers - Tsekama Wedding Venue
D]J - Juan Jacques Roos - Encore Sound
Dress - Timeless Bridal Coutoure pr—
Earrings - Flambojant - @Flambojant_ hand;gfrﬁaak
Suit - Black Tie Pretoria 32

Groom shoes & belt- Freedom of movement



Tell us about your wedding dress?

I saw my dress online a few month prior to my fitting and

already made up my mind that , that was the dress for me. Open
minded willing to try everything I went for my fitting and tried
every style a women can think of T chose the dress which I saw
from day one. My wedding dress had a kittle bit of lace on the top
part of the dress and had lace on the train of the dress. From the
waist down the dress was very plain without details, just as I liked
it and would describe my personality best!

What were the best moments of your day?

I would say my best moments were to see my fathers reaction
knowing I will be forever my father’s last daugther to get married,
and walking down the aisle seeing my husband’s face, knowing that
the whole day was about declaring out love infront of those we
chose to keep close to us for forever. And that they are witnessed of
our love-and promise!

Any Budgeting advice for Brides-to-be?

Do research-enough research. Don’t jus go with the first option as
the first option might not be the most budget- friendly option.

Get different quotations from different suppliers

Work strictly according to your set out budget, as a wedding is not
a competition on who's wedding cost the most or was the prettiest.
Its about the small, special moments, as everyone ate ultimately
there for you snd your fiancé. Be strict according to your budget
and stay within it!




www.tsekama.co.za

Relax while our team take care of
every small detail to contribute to the pe¥ day in your life.
We understand the dreams and wishes of every bride and groom,
and will go the extra mile to make sure that all requirements are met.
Tsekama is the perfect venue for adding a touch of magic and style
to your wedding day.
Tranguil, serene and picturesque, providing a natural
but very romantic atmosphere.
The Lodge is a mere 130 km north of Pretoria near the Kranskop Toll plaza
and offers the idesl lotation for a wedding with a difference.

Imegine your ceremony in the natural splendor of the African bush with
buffdlo. giraffe, zebra and a wide variety of antelope
partaking in your wedding celebration.

Please note we have a B0 guest minimum and a 300 guest maximum.

Contact Marinda: 082 416 2363 or Ilze: O0B4 497 B3B3
e-mail: info@tsekama.co.za

.‘.- > -

“Visit our virtual tour - Click Here



https://realbrides.co.za/tsekama/
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Tiaan & Liand
Dippenaar

Where you go, I will go. Where you live, I will live. Your
people will be my people, and your God will be my God.
- Ruth 1:16

Tell us about the proposal?

It was a Sunday afternoon in Kimberley. Tiaan was about to leave
for home, as we were in a long-distance relationship for 4 years
while T was completing my articles.

After driving home and back with the ring for a few visits over a
few weeks, not having the courage every time, he took the leap of
faith on this Sunday afternoon and went on his right knee before
leaving in my apartment. It was the easiest YES in my life! And still
the hardest goodbye!

He had so many plans that did not realise due to unfortunate
events and cancelations, but I would not want this day to be
different in any aspect - it was our moment!

Any pre-wedding tips?

Start your planning as early as possible.

Have a budget - and stick to it! You easily run over the planned
costs if you do not check on this.

Book and pay all the deposits needed to secure dates and services
before the best vendors runs out.

Make lists of everything.

Start your planning at waking up the day of the wedding and
working through all the necessities for each timeslot, ensuring that
you have all areas covered.

Do not forget about your HUSBAND! It is his special day too. It is
not just about the bride.

Choose bridesmaids that will be there for you, 100%. From the best
bridal shower to the most support on the day of the wedding.
Choose wisely! They can make or break your day!

Do not forget to enjoy the planning phase. You will miss it once it’s
done!

You cannot make everyone happy, so at least make yourself happy!
Do not spend money on things that will go unnoticed.

How many guests did you have?

140 of the best friends and family from all over {even Namibia!)

What favours did you have for your guests?

We had a photobooth setting that printed strips for the guests. It is
s0 nice arriving at friends’ houses and seeing these strips on their
fridges!

It is not something that they cannot use or would have left behind

at the venue, as this is what normally happens with wedding favours.




Would not want this day (o be different inany asped
- It was our moment!

« Photographer: Leani Photography
+ Makeup artist: Karlé Potgieter Artistry & Glam Chick
« Venue, food & decor: A Lodge at Bloem
. Getting dressed: Stonehill Villa
_/ « Wedding dress: Bridal Emporium
« Bridesmaid dresses: Lamei Couture
» Groom suit & groomsmen clothing: The Nu Shop
» Ties & pocket squares: Wedding Accessories by Tanya
. « Bride hair: Anna Blom
« Bridesmaid hair: Charne Hair at Roca Solida
« Wedding shoes: Anella Wedding Shoes
1 4 « Wedding car: Judy Odendaal
p « Stationery: Bacht Design
« Website invitation: Kiss N Bliss
« Minister: Roné Vosloo
« DJ: DJ Ertjies
« Entourage proposal boxes: Perfect Gifts
« Photobooth: Rozelle Photography




Tell us about your venue?

A Lodge at Bloem is based in Bloemfontein, Free State. When you
are wandering at this venue, it feels like you are far away from the
city, with a forest vibe and running water.

The venue has a water feature with walking decks all around the
venue, and fairy lights hanging from the decks.

We got married in a wine cellar downstairs where you hear the
running water as you stay still.

There is accommodation at the venue for guests. About 20 units
with space for more than 50 guests. The venue is also surrounded
by many other guest farms / plots.

They did the décor, food, and flowers. They are super talented!

We also had a gin bar on tap during our harvest table festivities -
what a fun idea!

There was enough seating for everyone and nice music to make the
wait bearable while we did our couple shoot. There even is a zipline
across the water feature for the more adventurous guests! Boy oh
boy! They enjoyed it with formal wear!

The venue is quite big and can accommodate 200+ guests easily.
Bloemfontein is central for everyone from driving from all over
South Africa.

Who were your photographers, why did you
choose them?

Leani du Plessis from Leani Photography.

From the first look at her Facebook page and previous weddings
she captured, T just fell in love with the colors and smiles on the
pictures. The most beautiful pictures at affordable prices!

She made us feel so comfortable from the start. I cannot picture
our wedding day without her!

She also captured our engagement photos which we used for our
website invitations — it was love at first sight when we saw her work!

Did you go on honeymoon and where?

MSC Cruise to Pomene Island




infoeelriphotography.com
1~ 0730911 863

LRI THOT RAPL

"www.elriphotography.com 39

eelriphoto
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Linz1 & Charl
Smpson

I'love you, not only for what you are, but for what I am
when I am with you.

Tell us about how you met?

My husband and I met 19 years ago through a mutual friend. We
started out as friends, very platonic. We lost contact for a few years.
In 2014 I managed to get Charl’s number and sent him a text to see
how he’s doing. Little did I know that he was into me. The first thing
he asked me was if I was seeing anyone? He immediately opened up
to me over whatsapp telling me how he felt about me all these years.
I was in seventh heaven because I had no clue he felt this way and
have not told me before. The Monday I texted him and the Friday he
was outside of my place waiting to take me out on our first date. We
went on a coffee date and the rest was history. After the first date Charl
ended up getting an apartment close by to me, just to be closer to me
and I could see he was very serious about this relationship. We are
very much still inlove. We are married for 2 years and go on regular
dates.

How did you choose your guest list?

We always wanted an intimate wedding. Small but classy. We planned
our bachelors and Bachelorette party together months in advance and
sent out many invitations but only 14 guests rocked up to the party
and we just thought that would be the amount of guests we are going
to invite that is actually the friends and family that is in our lives right
now.

Tell us about your venue?

We got married in Tulbagh at Morgansvlei Country Estate

/ Troulandgoed. The most beautiful Vintage Venue surrounded by the
Tulbagh Valley Mountains and vineyards. The venue is very retro that
complimented our rustic & glass theme. Morgansvlei has a cute little
chapel, reception hall and accommodation on the property overseeing
a breath taking view of the dam. We booked in a day before the
wedding to do all the décor set-up ourselves. The rooms we booked
are self-catering units and the chapel and reception area was walking
distance from each other.



“Sit back and take a moment to enjoy your
special day hecanse 1t goes by so quickly!”
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Our colour scheme was Burgandy, Rose gold & Blush Pink, We also
incorporated glass to our rustic décor theme. We got married the
end of April and thus the colours suited the season perfectly. The
highlight of the décor was the custom glass menus with a bit of
greenery underneath the menu that gave that finishing touch.

Did you have a gift registry?

No gift registry. We preferred cash since we already had all our
homely things. The money went towards our honeymoon fund.
Even small weddings cost a lot of money. So every bit of money we
appreciated.

Did you go on honeymoon and where?

We went on honeymoon to Houtbay, Western Cape. Houtbay took
us back to our engagement proposal. We got engaged on top of
Chapmans peak. The most romantic surprise proposal ever! We
booked a cute place in the mountains surrounded by nature & the
beach. There was so much to do like taking romantic scenic drives
through Chapmans peak, mountain climbing and visiting seafood
restaurants at the harbour.

Any Tips for Brides-to-be?

Do not wait last minute to plan and spend that extra money on a
good photographer, videographer, wedding dress, nails, makeup
artist, MC and D]. Your pictures are there forever and you are only
getting married once! I got the opportunity to do my own makeup
and the bridal party as I am a professional Makeup Artist. So if you
are in that field you can save a lot of money. Brides are always
spending more money on food and drinks but end up neglecting
themselves. The day is about you and not your guests. If you have
to cut on certain things you should cut on your guest list. The less
guests, the less you spend on food & drinks. Let guests pay for their
own accommodation for the night, unless it’s for your bridal party.
Always remember to invite people that is in your life right now. Sit
back and take a moment to enjoy your special day because it goes by
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PRIVATE GAME RESERVE

Weddings at Inkwenkwezi Private Game
Reserve are as romantic and unique as the
Wild Coast itself; as unforgetiable as the
love that brings you together:
Contemporary and yet authentically African, our perfectly-appointed

venue is the ideal mix of wild beauty and modern comfort.
Game Reserve
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Fmma & Jonathan
Danes

"Our love story, ignited by a chance encounter”

Tell us about how your love story?

I spotted Emma amidst the vibrant chaos of the crazy golf course
in Solihull, West Midlands, and instantly, I knew she was someone

I had to know. =
There was a magnetic pull drawing me towards her, and I couldn't
resist the urge to approach her. With my heart pounding, I
scribbled my phone number on a napkin and handed it to her, my
voice trembling as I managed to utter a few words. Luckily,
Emma's eyes lit up with intrigue, and she called me back a few
days later.

We arranged a dinner date, and from the moment we sat across
from each other, I could feel something special in the air. The
world seemed to fade away as we delved into deep conversations
and shared gentle touches. It was undeniable—we were falling for
each other.

Three months flew by, and we embarked on our first holiday
together, venturing to the breathtaking landscapes of South Afrlca -
As we explored the country, our love for each other grew
alongside our love for the land. South Africa became a witness to
our blossoming romance.

Now, seven years later, we find ourselves happily settled in
Hampton in Arden, relishing the life we have built together. Our
love story, ignited by a chance encounter on a crazy golf course,
continues to unfold, reminding us of the power of destiny and the |
magic that can be found when two souls connect in the most
unexpected of ways.

How many venues did you consider?

When Emma and I were considering what we would like to do for =
our wedding celebration my first choice was to go back to South 2
Africa, where I spent most of my childhood, to have an “African
Blessing” on our civil marriage which was performed in the UK.
Emma has embraced my love of South Africa and agreed it would
be perfect. We wanted a wedding with close family and friends,
including 20 guests who would fly out to Cape Town to join us for
our celebrations.

We contacted Ruth Slack who has been arranging concerts,
functions and events for years in South Africa. We knew we could
relax and leave everything to her to arrange to the highest
standard.

Emma and I made a call to Ruth from the UK asking her to plan
our wedding and before we finished our list of requests she said
“T have the perfect venue already” She had no hesitation in
recommending VREDENBURG MANOR to host us and our
friends for 4 days.



“Ruth had promised us thagt wogld he
wedding like no ofer.”




What made you choose Vredenburg Manor?

The Manor house offers 5 supetb bedrooms, a pyjama lounge | @ n .
where Emma’s bridesmaid helped her dress and the girls had a o R N e A
glass of pre-wedding champagne and canapés. There are cottages ! || l i " e 7 ‘ ['
in the garden offering additional accommodation. It was fantastic Ui lll ¢ L Ute

to have all our guests to stay together. We had full private use of
the Manor House and gardens.

Vredenburg Manor offers a Boma with braai facilities. As guests
arrived the day before our wedding my old school mates prepared
a South African braai around the Boma. Vredenburg Manor set
up the Tables and ensured we had everything we needed.

After dinner we enjoyed sitting in the sunken boma, with a
roaring fire in the pit, giving an opportunity for all our guests to
get to know one another.

On the morning of the wedding we woke up to the sound of rain.
Initially we felt disappointed but Ruth assured us Leon and Luke
would transform the Manor House for the ceremony and have
drinks and canapés on the stoep. It was more than we could
dream, so beautiful, an intimate ambiance making us think of
weddings in Downton Abbey!!

Ruth had promised us that it would be a wedding like no other
our guests had attended. It would have an African influence and
to that end as Pastor Bevan gave me permission to “kiss the bride”
the sound of African drums resonated throughout the Manor and
we were met by traditional African dancers who escorted us down
the aisle to the stoep outside. As if by prior arrangement, the sun
came out and lit up our way.

The dancers gave us and our guests a fabulous show and then
invited both Emma and I to join in. It was something we are still
talking about. Whilst we were having our photographs taken by
Natasha Louw, our guests were offered to get into the African
style and have Moyo dots painted on their face. Face painting

aka umchokozo, plays a big role in Xhosa culture, and women
decorate their faces with white or yellow ochre, a ritual meant to
prepare them for life, leadership and being custodians of their
culture.

Vredenburg Manor has a function venue which continuing with
the African theme was perfect. The flowers, were stunning. Added
touches were the Zulu Love Letters, a beaded banner on a safety
pin, on each serviette. The colours tell your lover all about your
personality.

The masterpiece was our wedding cake. A vision of Africa’s
wildlife and Zulu heritage. The middle tier was wrapped in a Zulu
beaded band made by an HIV Charity in KwaZulu Natal. Not
only was it visually stunning the carrot cake was delicious.
Vredenburg Manor prepared a gourmet wedding dinner. Canapés
were had in the garden and then we moved into the Barn to have
the most succulent steak, prompting comments from several
guests, “This is the best steak I have ever had”. It truly was a fine

ergtrouthideaway

have It.

dining experience. They also accommodated our vegetarian \rsberg Weddings and events

guests and served the young children in their cottage.

With Ruth’s music connections we were honoured to have raphy lataanprc 10
International Saxophonist, Andrew Young, fly out from Austria to =: 1 . ]. 1
. . . .~ Dilse_roux b |
play for our wedding. He was joined by South African musicians, - - -
Tony Drake (pianist) and James Ward {percussion). ;S_and_ \mp; @_

Andrew and Tony played for the ceremony as Emma walked, k . ¢
accompanied by my Son, Ben, down the aisle. QaKeup (wimaridenemaoste
James joined Andrew and Tony at the reception. Guests danced flb()iji" ecor (@‘nl

late into the night and all agreed it was a great band with great o Y
music. DC ergtrouthidean
Both Emma and I agree Vredenburg Manor, with hosts Leon and silombard

Luke, deserve a 6* rating. They went over and above supplying -+~ N o
everything we needed. Nothing was too much trouble for them. > 1>]-_“’1U5‘Uitallt_y

It was the perfect venue choice for the perfect

'genhotestate
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Bronwyn & James
Vall der Spuy

J

L

Every Pot has a Lid. Every person will find their perfect
match. And I am so grateful that we managed to find
eachother. - Vincent van Eyk (my Dad)

Tell us about how you met?

We are a Bumble dating app success. | had only been on the app
for just over 2 weeks when | made the first move - on Bumbile, the
girl has to start chatting to the guy first {once your profiles have
matched) and the girl only has 24 hours to make that move,
otherwise you lose that match.

It was a Friday evening (27 September 2019) Our profiles matched
and | sent out a message to say hi, and that | was very new to the
whole dating app thing, and James had replied saying that it was
nice to have connected, and that he promises he’s not a weirdo,
and | shouldn’t be scared... which made me laugh.

| knew within 5 mins of chatting to him, that he is the one for me.
We ended up chatting for 3 hours that night. And non-stop
chatted the next day. | had my birthday lunch the next day, where
| had told all my close friends about James. And said that | really
like this guy. They were all very excited for me.

We weren't able to meet face to face for 2 and a half weeks after
first chatting, as | went to Sun city for a week and the day | got
back he went to the Kruger for a week too. Which made it so
much more exciting. When we finally met face to face on our first
date, | knew in my heart that | was going to marry this man...
which | did!

Who walked you down the aisle?

My Dad, who is also my hero, walked me down the aisle - Vincent
van Eyk.

Tell us about your venue?

We both wanted a low key “Celebration of love” day, instead of a
wedding wedding. We had gotten engaged last year (July 2022) in
the Drakensberg, so we decided it would be the perfect place to
get married too. Hlalanathi Guest Lodge is where we shared our
Celebration of love day together, with just over 100 of our closest
friends and family.



h wanted a lo
ration of love”




How did the planning go?

The planning was intense. I took control of most of the plans. We
had a wedding coordinator who also owns the restaurant at
Hlalanathi, she managed to get all the quotes etc for our special day
and made sure everything ran smoothly on the day.

Most things T had organized I had to have a plan B and sometimes
C. But thankfully everything turned out incredible.

Did you stick within your budget, what cost more than
expected?
Yes we managed to stick to our budget (Thankfully) and what helped

us out so much is both our parents paying a portion towards things
for the wedding itself.

Did you go on honeymoon and where?

We have booked for Bali in September. Instead of a wedding registry
(because we basically have everything that we need for the house)
we opened up a savings account as our Bali Fund. And we managed
to book our flights with all the gifts.

What should brides not bother with?

Not too sure? I loved everything that I had organised. Can’t think of
anything that we should've left out.
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Talia & Jared
kovindasamy

“There is only one happiness in this life, to love and be
loved. - George Sand

Tell us about how you and Jared Met?

Jared was a personal trainer at the Virgin Active my family and I
would frequently visit, One afternoon my mother rushed in from
the gym with a huge smile on her face telling me she’s met such a
handsome guy with green eyes, I should definitely go check him
out, curious as I was with a broken leg at that stage, I went to the
gym with one leg to see exactly what my mother was bragging
about, and WOW I was impressed. We became friends and always
kept in contact, we were friends for 10 years then he asked me to
be his girlfriend, then to be his wife a year later.

Tell us about your proposal?

Our proposal was in Rosebank at the Proud Mary Restaurant on
the 29th July 2022, It was such a beautiful surprise. My brother
and sister in law assisted my husband in making this one of the
most memorable moments of my life.

What made you choose The Moon & Sixpence?

I choose The Moon & Sixpence Venue with my brother we loved
the Chapel and the gardens. There was accommodation on site
for guests to get ready and stay the night. They also served
breakfast in the morning before we left. It was a beautiful venue.

Who were your photographers?

Felix Entertainment Directors: Luke & Elain



mhle moments

fn”

- Hair and beauty by Kash - Hair S e
The Moon & Sixpence - Venue and Accommodation -
Bridal Make Up by Keshmica - Make Up
Felix Entertainment - photography and B
yre Northgate - Stationary & Name tags &
Ansen Flowers and Rams - Flowers
orbet Fourways Mall - Nails and Lashe
gy South Africa Maslow - Spa tres
by Humeshnee - Wedding




Tell us about your dress? i W

My dress is from the music video The Matrimony by Usher, since % I 23
the day I saw this video, I fell in love with this dress and the > v
colour scheme. The dress couldn’t be found anywhere in SA so -
my mother did everything in her power to get this dress as it was
exactly what I wanted. She eventually found it and got it custom
made and air freighted to SA. The dress arrived two weeks before
the wedding. It was absolutely perfect and everything I wished my
dress would be, Thanks to my mom.

What was your colour scheme?

Black, White & Silver, we chose the colour scheme together as
these are our favourite colours.

Any Budgeting advice for Brides-to-be?

I would say budgeting is very important because in the end
everything just starts to add up especially the finer details. Saving
before a wedding is very important so that you don’t go into Debt
having a wedding. My advice would be to do as much as you can
yourself months in advance to save yourself the stress or pressure,
we made our candles and thank you gifts ourselves which we had
lots of fun doing together, we spent many months looking around
for the best prices on all goods and service. Self-catering venues
are much more affordable, and you can cater food of your choice
rather than from a specific menu. We had the most delicious
traditional Breyani catered at our wedding which was also very
cost saving. Indian weddings prefer the food to be halaal, this is
another reason we chose self-catering so we could cater for all our
guest’s dietary requirements. Sometimes buying items are much
cheaper than hiring the items like table clothes and runners etc,
especially if you find a good supplier, so I decide to buy most of
the deco and resell it after the wedding, in this way I made most
of the money back rather than hiring and everything was
individually chosen by myself so options were not limited.
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An ante-nuptial
contract is a
hugely important [ RSEEITENTS
document in the

life of a married
couple and
deserves careful
attention

+ PAGEL

An ante-nuptial contract ("ANC") is

an agreement between two

partners that intend to get married
and sets out the financial _
consequences of the upcoming .
marriage. It is a critically important |
document to get right.

If you and your partner do not sign
an ANC, the automatic financial

conseguence will be an in v X . A
community of property marriage / . A 4 ?
3 4 !
with a single, joint estate. 5 -
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TO WATCH VIDED- CLICK HERE

(011)463 1214 First Floor, Hampton House
anzel@pagelinc.co.za Peter Place Office Park
www.pagel srhulwrwhur; co.za 54 Peter Place, Bryanston
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Timothy & Tessa

“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19

Tell us about how you and Tim met?

Tim and I met in grade 8 where he was the class joker and | was
pretty much the opposite of that. Over time we grew to be great
friends. One slow burn and a short ‘friendship sabbatical’ later, he
finally asked me to be his girlfriend in matric!

Tell us about your proposal?

On a very windy November afternoon, Tim was adamant to go for a
walk on the beach with friends. Since this is one of my favourite
things to do, | agreed, but stubbornly refused to get out of the car
until they arrived. Eventually, Tim coerced me onto the beach and
all but dragged me towards the spot he had chosen the day before.
| only half-realised what was about to happen when he started to
say some nice things about me and reached into the cooler box to
get the ring box. | jokingly said, “If you're getting a drink out of
there, that's fing, but if it's something else, please get on one knee
To my complete shock, he promptly did so and proposed!

17

What made you choose Collisheen?

When we first walked up the driveway to the Orchid House, it was a
beautiful summer day with lots of birds calling. Since we both grew
up on farms, we loved the atmosphere of the gardens and open
space. We felt right at home and fell in love with the gorgeous glass
window in the chapel. God’s presence was truly there. The venue
alone was enough to convince us, but the wonderfully kind and
professional function coordinator and staff sealed the deal.

Tell us about your bridal party and how you chose
them?

My sister, Emma, was my maid of honour. We are very close since it’s
just the two of us and | wouldn't have had anyone else by my side.
She blessed me in so many ways leading up to and on the day. The
rest of my bridal party was a no-brainer. | chose three bridesmaids -
Emily, Tessa and Tammy. Unfortunately, Tammy was in the UK and
couldn’t make it back to SA for the wedding, but we managed to
include her in the getting-ready part of the day via video call. Tessa
and Tammy are childhood friends and Emily is my best friend from
high school and varsity. It was a privilege to have such incredible
women supporting me and cheering me on.
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What entertainment did you have?

Our day was focused on friends and family celebrating our marriage,
and so we just had lawn games with canapes after the ceremony. We
didn’t feel the need to have any other form of entertainment for our
guests. Everyone loved being able to play something in the gardens
while we went to take bridal party and couple photos. It worked out
well!

What were the best moments of your day?

Honestly the whole day was incredible. However, a big highlight was
the ceremony because it was such a beautiful thing getting married in
front of God, our friends and family. One of the funniest moments of
our day was during our vows when our minister accidentally called
Tim my wife instead of husband! Some of the other best moments of
our day were definitely the speeches, the cake and dancing at the
reception. Even my grandmother of 85 made it onto the dance floor!

Any Budgeting advice for Brides-to-be?

Remember that your wedding is about celebrating with your loved
ones, not the things that you have there. The small details will be nice
whether you spend a fortune on them or not so don’t blow your
budget trying to perfect them. Where you can, ask your friends and
family for help. We were blessed to have friends do my makeup, the
table and chapel décor, and the music for the whole day. We only paid
for their costs and thank you gifts. One last practical tip that we were
given when planning was to keep a small sum of money aside for
things that pop up in the last week or two leading up to your wedding.
This really helped us with some unexpected expenses!
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Our recipe for success at Collisheen, is that we combine top quality food and service with
our beautiful function venues, with the added advantage of privacy and flexibility that our
magnificent estate offers. We are fully equipped with secure parking, a state of the art
kitchen and excellent staff, ensuring that your Collisheen experience is peaceful, private,
professional and perfect. Our beautiful estate is set amongst the most magnificent old

trees, open fields and glorious views.

Contact us on 032 815 1107 or info@collisheen.co.za to make an appointment
www.collisheen.co.za

TO TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE VENUE - CLICK HERE
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